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beaſts of '#- j arth, and wilde beaſts, and creeping things, and 
fowlrof f the ar : And there came avoyce to him, Riſe Peter, | 
kill and cat, & c. God hath need me that 1 ould call (N. 
17 Arbęoror 7 % man of what ever Ag Sex, Nation, or condi- 
tion, for ſo far the word arlgwr@- wil reach) Commen or un. 
clean. Acts 10 10, 11,28. | 
Suffer latle (, es 38 come to me, and f rbid 1 not, for 
Of Fach [1 The Kin dom Of Heaven, Verily I ſay unte you, 
wWhoſorver ſbal not receive the Kingdom of God As 4 Littl- 
Child, be ſbal not enter therein. Mit. ig 14. wich Mak 10 14,15. 
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A. reg and thrown a down, and that the Churches of. God may 
ee euin nuit Peace ant ſuieinoſs in this matter, to 

5 things by my forwardneſs I would provoke others 
hat hielo fa have done little\ or wothing herein. I have 
herein e to 2 little ability , Sa: ra to the talent 
given n. the Scriptures about this matter: ra- 
cher then old 19250 crlefraſticall Authors, of whom I gn «0 {o 
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| FI. I. 2. r. for for | 1.5 r. earthy things | 
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91. J. 19. for him, r. them 143. L 16. r. fon 3 
I. 22. for, 8 forebidden 144 J. Wn: tor — r. them. 
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The miſ-printings and miſ-accentings i in the Greek words are very m ma- 
| ny too; , 7% 3 for "vn Try for ad, Tigery for ugs, P. 2. Na- 
ade for Med, T5; tor dg, 5. 50, &c. But becauſe they that under- 
ſtund Greek will eaſily perceive them, and bow to cotrett them, and 
others will underſtand chem never the better though correRed, I I have 
2 them. Vale. 
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Infant Baptiſm Confidered, | andthe 


true Grounds thereof laid down , 
Opened, and Main- 
tained, c. 


Alle Apoſtle advifing, Row, 14. 5. That every 
Ir 4 one [ TAng3prgcido be fully carried, or per- 
IN ſwaded in bis mind in the things that he acts 
DTS toward the Lord (as all we do we are to do 
A in his Name, Ce/. 3. 17.) and I having been 
' exerciſed with doubts and ſeruples in my 
— mind (the rather by occaſion of oppoſition 
ſometimes met with) about Infant-Baptiſan, it pat me upon a 
more diligent Search of Scriptare, together with other means of 
fatisfaRion thereabout. In which ſearch, what I have found, I 
have here ſet down, as well for the helpfulneſs of others that 
may beexerciſed with like doubts, as alſo that it being tryed what 
is found light therein, may be diſcovered, and others hereby oc- 
caſioned to hold forth clearer light. E 
And firſt I ſhall propound what I find in Scripture more gene- 
rally concerning Baptiſm, (che want of right underſtanding there- 


in adminiſtring much occaſion of the doubts and miſtakes there- 


about) and then deſcend more particularly to what may therce be 
deduced for Infant- Baptiſm. 

i. Firft then, I find tor the kinds or ways of Baptizing, a three- 
fold kind or way, all tending to make up and effect that & g- 
rica, one Biptiſm ſpoken of, Epheſ.ꝗ. 4. the waſhing, cleanſing, 


nnd fitting a man for Gods everlaſting K'ngdom. Some call them 


Flaminis, Fluminis, Sangainis, to which ſome adde a fourth 
Sermonis, The Scripture thus, | 
I. A Biptiſm of, or with the Spirit, as Matth. 3.11, Alts 1. 
5. He ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, which is tha pour - 
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gd Ing our of gh 
others in les meature 
ſan fie. and he them 


to, & to ſcal them up to the day of redempts 11. Joh. 
13.140 ee ge he ſpeaking with topgues un tt 
ficlt pouring out of the Spirit, was neither common to them all, x 
Cor. I 2, 30. not for continuance in ill Ages, i Cor. 13. S. being bur a 
morem'raculous & evident demonſtratiõ, that he was indeed pou- 
red out upon them, and ſo of the faithfulneſs of Chriſt therein for 
clearer ſatis action to others, As 10.45, 46. & 11. 15,16, 17,18. 
& for preſent uſefulneſs to them that ſpake with them, for being 
fited co carry forth the Goſpel to peoples of divers languages, 42; 
1. 48. 1 Cor. 14.21. #nd alſo to unbelievers that did 
not etedit that Docttine, nor rt eeive th Authority of the Serip- 
tures, 1 Cor. 14.22. But the other operations of the Spirit ate of 
more general uſetuineſs & c ontiauance, & therfore this Baptiſm in 
that regard is moſt nece ſſꝛry; But of this is not our buſinels herein. 
2. A Baptiſm of Fire, or witn Affl, & ons, MMatth.3.11, & 20. 
22,23, Luke 12. 50. called a Baptiſm, becauſe through the death 
and re ſurrection of Jeſus Chrilt for us, they are not for de ſtru- 
ction but err: Rion, they are ordered to us (and by him ſancti- 
fied)" for our cleanſing and purging, which being effected accord - 
ing to his gracious mind, we come out of them again, Iſai. 2719. 
Heb. 12 8,9 10. ob 33.29. Hab.1.12. of wh eh though all par- 
take not alike, ſome are more deeply plunged into them, ſome 
wore lightly ſprinkied with them, yet all in ſome meaſute partake 
that will live godly in Chriſt, and ate Gods children, 2 Tim. 3. 
12. Heb. 12.6 7. Rev. 3. 19. 
3. Beptiſm with water, Matth. 3.1 1. Als 10 47. I indeed 
bapt /d jon with water. Io theſe three, ſome, as I ſaid above, add, 
A Fourth, Of the Word, becauſe the word Baptiſm ſome. - 
times compiehends alſo the Doctrint baptized into, asin Marth, 
21.25 26. Adtt 10 37. And indeed the word is compared to wa- 
ter e qu: nily, and therewith God doth beſprinkle and waſh the 


fouls ot men, and makes them clean, as Fohn 15. 3. yet I think 


this rather accompanics the ſc veral ways of Baptiſm before menti- 


' oned,as b-ing that that the Baptiſm ot water obliges to, and ſeals, 


that which the Spirit properly baptizes wich, and by, and that 
which afliticns are ordered to ſeal home, and bore the ear of 
the ſoul unto, then that the Scripture caileth it by it ſelf a Baptiſm, 
how- 
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# all Gods gracious dealings with, and diſpenſations to the ſons of , — 
men, and of all his Ordinances: both before, and ſince his coming ; = 


only with this difference that choſe before his coming were ground- 
ed on, and a mind ow lead us to * 23 one oa _ ; tholo he, 
are grounded upon his being actually com: in the fle(bs, and upon his 
being perfeRted through his ſufferings, for biiĩ ging bleſſing to all 


families of men, and ſaving to the u: moſt all that obey him; that : 
this word of the beginning of Chriſt is the foundation of Biptiſings, 

in all its ways, is clear, He6.6, 1,2. For indced otherwiſe no Goſpel 

nor Baptiſm into it, no Diſpenſation of Spirit to us; Afflict ons had 


been deſtructions, not corrections; and ſo in particular its the Foun- 
dation of this Bptiſm we ſpeak of. 
2. More immediately, and particularly; The Commiſſion given 
for baptizing, which I fiad was two-fold. | 
1. Oae to obs called then the Biptiſt, Zuke 3. 2,3. cilled the 
Baptiſm of repentance, becauſe joyned with a Doctrine detecting 
the falſe confidences, and erring ways of the Zews, from Chriſt the 
Seed of Abraham, ind the free-grace of God in him, and ea ling them 
to repent of them, d turn in again to him, Mat. 3. 2. Jobs 1.15.29, 
2. The other, to the Diſciples and Apoſtles of Chrift, Aat. 28. 
19,20, and between theſe two I find no diff: rence preſcribed xs to 1 
the form of acting, only in theſe two things. 1. Zobn's was to be „22 
practiſed upon the pes only, and ſo ſuch as were before members | 
of the Church of God. The any e e the Gentiles alſo for dif- 
cipling them. 2. ohn was unco Chriſt to be revealed to them, and 
for tevealing him while he was but yet about his work for us on the 
earth: The Diſciples was chiefly after his Aſcenfion into the Name 
of Chriſt, as more tully and clearly revealed, and fo into the Name, 
ind to the worſhip of the Fath.+ , Son, aud Holy Ghoſt, more di- 
ſtinctiy opened in their Doctrine. | ; 
3. For the Ends of this Baptiſm, I find it is, | 7 
| | | A2 1. Negn- 


Py. 
8 


£198 


Bapti 

neſs to him in all their Miaitration.s God d doth by them, 
John 1.7.15.29. & 15. 26,27. 1 Folm5.10,21. yea, 28 fl che Or- 
dinancts of God both before, and fince his coming, ſtand upon him 
as the gitt of Gods love to man, ſo as the ¶ herubim, of old to the 
Mercy-fext, they all look and witneſs to bim, Rom. 3. 2 1. Heb. 10. l. 
And ſo in Bꝛptiſm particularly, God, and the Adminifter as from 
rs holds forth intimately the unclezpneſs that is in men one or 
other, by their natural birth, or humane actingt, the emptineſs of all 
their own righteouſneſs though afcer the Law; ni in Jeſus „ 
Chriſt by his death and bee . for them there go 
and redemption for rhem, and bleſſing, even righteouſneſs and 
brought unto them, which in ſubtnitting to him, and hia G 
ment, they ſhall certainly receive from him, and that he will by his 
Word and Spirie, ſo wah, cleanſe, and lanQifie them, as to make 

dem meet for fellowſhip with God, EpbeI.5. 25, 26. 
2. To teſtifie and declare, that neither God nor they (in caſe they 
be gilful in the teceit of this Ordinance, dgrace tendered there 
with) do carey e bound under the guile i 


* 


0 former, eicher Da- 
tutal, or actual , ſo as to hold them out from his Church, 
or Kiogdem, ron do remit all paſt, ſo us: not to refuſe. to admit 
them to fellowſhip with themſelves in his Church, its ordinancee, 
| and bleſſings, as they be capable thereof. So I look upon that in 447 

ae 22.16. VWaſb away thy ſins, with Acts 10.8. Aat. i 8.i d. 2 Cor. 5. 19. | 
2. On the Baprized's part it it, 1. That he might have the promiſes 
held forth, ſealed, and ratified to him. 2. To to iow 

Chriſt, and fo ſubje& chem to his Regiment, teachivg 1 8 
oy worlhip appointed and taught by him, Marth. 289,90. Di. 3 

all the N ations, or Gentiles, ba $16.73 dH, un- 0 

g ny the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt; that ig, unto 

the 


14,15. 1 | 
| of God, und fo to 
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Chrift, ſhould make us all adbere to Chrift , and to receive his truth 
by any one he ſpeaks it by, and love one another for his ſake,accord- 
| ing to that alſo, EHI. 3%. . 
| 4. the Hab ject of Baptiſm, the thirg principally in- | 
quired after in this Diſcourſe. 1. I find not any Scripture in ſo ma- 
| ny words ſay, That Infants are to be bæptized, or inftancing that the , 
* Apoſtles did baptize Infants, 2. I find not any Scripture expreſly 
- or intimately prohibit the Baptiſm of Infants, or denying that they 
* were baptized. For, 3. I ſind not any Scripture ſay, That only be- 
lievers may be, or were baptized, or none but ſuch as have repented, 
do confeſs their fins, profeſs faith, &c. 4. I find indeed, that in the 
firſt practiſe of Baptiſm, it bei 


4 being preacht to men of age and under - 
tandivg, wich the doctrine it baptized into, they being perſwaded to 
Pop = ve 09g" 3 into = = ſome - them cos. 
6 eſs their ſins, e/s their faith, And ſuch were baptized, ha- 
ada, 9, Ving not ever before they, or their Fore-fatbers been fired into 
that doctrioe, or been baptized thereinto.But,5.I find not that either 
Jobs, or Chrifts Diſciples ever turned away any that came to be 1 
baprized of them. That Poſition of the Antipedobaptiſts, That Zob# © | 
Matth.3. turned away-the Phariſees and Fadduc es, is without 4 
proof. Ir's true, that divers (yes, prabably molt ) of the Phariſees * 5 
contemned bis Baptiſm, and rejected the counſel of God againſ 
themſelves, Luke 7.30. but neither Fob», nor any other ſervant + 
of Chtiſt, is ever ſaid to have rejected them there · from. * 
| that 
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add ee bende. $pirit, eiter axadwiniſtres 
or Chriſts D. ſeip es; for 10 m be bap ized, a g 
of wipers, an Epithitet 0 harſh- for perſons truly tegene 

W them not upon their repentarce,or that had re pen 
wi 1 he bus uilaroiay, unto repent ance, that they might, ot inſtructi 
them, that they ſhould repent, Matt h. 3.1 t. And > not upon faith, LI 
bat laying, Ira caveat they ſhonld believe in bim that is to "=p 
2 Afts 19.3, 4. Thepee allo it's ſaid tobe ig dprory due bo 

_ or after uſually, but for, or unto the remiſſion of . 
Yea, bn 


plainly intimates, that he admitted Chaſf as well as wheat i 
into the floor, and ſuch as ſhould be burnt in unquenchable fire, '.- + 
Matth. 3. 1 2. he baptizing (uch as till received the Name of Publi- —_— 
cant; yea, all the people, the genenlity:doubtleſs of them, Luke 7. = 


29. & 3-21. And for Chriſts Diſciples, they baptized and di 
ſuch a5 out Savior that well knew them, tells us, did not belicus, 
John 6.64. yen, ſuch as vere in the gall of bitterneſs, and bond of 
iniquity after their baptiſm, Alt, 85 23. ven, they brought into the 1 
houſe all they found, good and bad, Mat. 23.9, 10, 1 1, 12. & 13. 1 
47,48. 7. I find indeed, chat once the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt pre- il 
ceded Baptiſm, viz. in Cornelius, and his friends, 4.48. 
T hey being uncircumciſed Gentiles in the fleſh 3 and therefore God 
3 rate that they were thenceforth among — to 
be admitted into the Church by Baptiſm, without Circus 
want whereof was no impediment to him for haviog 

with them, and to take away ſcruple- from the believing 

they might alſo admit them to their fellowſhip w 

forth his Spirit firſt on them, whenes Peter ſays, Can 2 forbid 
water, that theſe ſbould _ 2 13 that have 2. _ 
Holy Get? But 8. I find that u perſons were - 
fore ſuch receit of the Holy Ghoſt, as Mat. 3. 1 1. As 2.38.39. & 
$.12,13,16. Lea, 9. | find that divers being converted had their 
Whole families baptized with them, 26 As 16. 31,33. & 1 Cor. 1. 
16. And ſome the faith of whoſe family before | there is not 
the leaſt mention of, as 4, 16.14,15. But now hnppily it will be * 
ſaid, That here is enough ſaid *g4inſt Iofanc-bapriſmy; becauſe ici 
granted that no Scripture expriſly ſays, that Infants Were, or ought 

to 


in Lytia's 

A, 16.15. 33. the 

TLT1560%G; \ believed in, ver. 4 is of the ar Namber,end 

agrees with the 2 oylor && fo is the word ds, rejepced, md 

round, (Bh Jis ſuch, 23 conclades not all i in the houſe 

actually eicher in believing, or rejoyci it may ſigniſie as well in, ot 

concerning all his houſe, as with them | ax companions in thoſe act· 

ings. The Prophet calls the women with their ſucking Infants to aſ- 

ſemble ſolemnly, to humble tbemſelves before the Lord, Joel 3.12, 

14, 1 5. And Ni»eveb men & beafts are ſaid, to cry #0 God, aud put on 
ackcloth, and yet its certain that neither the b 

active in thole ,& ſolemn humiliations. And us for Lydia's 

_— not a —— wer erin — believing be- 

e the lie we y of Srephanas, 

3 
they upon men to that were 

to ba e — vo: pa 


of the week, or any · one ſet day for a 
Scriptures into our Engliſs tongue, 
of the Supper, though a thing genetslly 

baprifte. It a man of a con- 
\ might makousgreat ſtirs about it to rhe di- 
4s i made about Infant 
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that any women ever gid eat) with the twelve Apoltles 
um Alar. 10. and its 


Diſeiples who are 1 up and named, 

eyident enough they were all men, and it was to them that he 
 fayd,Take ent cc. and drink ye all of this an do ye tbis as oft as 
ye eat it, & e. in re nee of me. It any ſhall fay that that 2 
was z repreſentative the whol Church, he mey happy ſay 
true but more then b an e he can prove. I 
know no one in Scripture that lay s either let women 


participate of it, or that women did; and thats as much as i is 
iſt Iafant Baptiſm there were its true three 
Thouſand converted im one | ey continued in 
breaking of bread, Adu, but that ny of them were wo- 
men is no more expreſt, then that when its ſaid all the people 
were bapeized, there were ſome Infants amongft them, in the 
fourth of the Act,. verſ. A where the number of the men is 
ſaid to be five Thouſand (which-is conceived to be the number 
of them in general that were converted, and not only of thoſe 
that were converced at Peters ſecond Sermon there mentioned) 

the word is A, reg, wales, men of the Ma ſeul ine ſex. We find 


again, Acts. 20. 5. 6. chat the Diſciples came to b.eak 
bread, but that there were any women amongſt them is not 


expreſt, thy Word is Aba, 'of the Maſculine: 
whereas the word for a woman Diſciple is aar,, As. 9. 
36. and chough its true that we haven Rule, that the leſs wo · 
thy gender is comprehended in the more worthy, yet that nei- 
ther proves that where ever the Maſcaline is uſed the Femiriac 
too is comprehended (for thats evidently falſe, as mi 
andred of places ſh:wed) now that its fo there,unles 
fürlt prooved chat there were ſome of that le. e | 
at q 1 know again that the Apo 
man ſhould exunin dimſclf and ſoeate and drink in Fins Sup- 
per, and the word Arb is nerin/que ſexns, may be 6 
and often is to men and women both, yet there is no e 

mention of women, and foraimuch a2 irs often uſed ot 
only without inclufion of women ay as in Joby, 3. I. i. 
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ordinance, t iare, det 
ſhew forth the participate, and irs ex- 
prcſly forbidden women in the ſame Epiſtle, -Chap.14.34,35- to 
ſpeak in the Church, or Congregation. Aud whereas it may be 
ſaid again, that the Epiſtle was writ to all the Saints in Corinth, 
and all that call upon the Name of the Lord Jeſus, it might ea- 
fly be replyed (and truly too) that all things inthe Epiſtle are 
not therefore applicable to every one of them its writ to, as that 
in chap. I. 8. That they were inriched with every thing in Chriſt 
in all atterance and knowledge auil cume behind in no gift, ſeeing 
he fays inch4p. 8. All bave not this knowledge : and chap. 15. 
Some of them had not the knowledge of Goa. Yea its plain, that 
ſome things n it concern women and not men, as about filence 
in the Churches, and covering their heads, 4p. 1 1. & 14.And other 
things men and not women, as in the fame Chapters, however its - 
evident-that here is no expreſi commundement nor practiſe of the 
Churches related, in which there is.expreſs mention of womens 
partaking of the Supper, and I think all Churches agree about it, 
that its lawfulland good that they partake of ir. So that the bare 
t of expreſs command in fo (ja Yep or of the like expreſs 
mchtioning a thing as practiſed by the Apoſtles, is no ſufficient 
ground to conclude a practiſe „ they that make chat their 


rule in approving or condemning. pructiſes might * 
| iur. 


Oidinances as Hoſes was $9570 or rather God to and by 


| þ ſers wn whey plvied peg fant Tabernacle, how it 
muſt be made, and delivers more circumſtancially the commands 
f Circumciſion and Paſſover as the age and time in which they 
were to be done, how often and in what form, but ſo doth not 


Chriſt; he hath not by. himſelf ot by his Apoſtles ſer down at what 


certain age a man ſhould be , or eate the Supper, nor in 
what Form, whether all the body or ſome part of it muſt be dt, 
or waſhed in Baptiſm, how often and upon what times of the 
ear the Supper is to be taken, nor in what geſture. Ha hath nou 
the Church thus in the circumftarces of his Ordinances, 


- Nay he bath not as wenoter Tbeſo ſaid any where, — 
ye may not (in ter mini) Baptiſe Infants, or ye muſt not 
.. men ill they have firſt 


mmontly 
> mers —_— and diſpenſer ol the 
things | ee Dann pero rantly ſpoken, 
and they that ſo object in what peers — 
perfect ion of Chriſt: . Aoſes ſtandeth. For, 


Office that his Father hath impoſed wpon him, he it what 4 wil. 
Now if his Father no where eee ſuch circumſtanti 
ateneſs in his Ordinances, he is not chargeable with unfaithfulneſs 
if he do not fo circumſtantiats them. 


2. Mo er was a ſervant and among ſervants, and his Law was | 


0 miniſtration of ſervitude, and though to ſons alſo, yet to ſons 
under age, and nothing different from lervants in reſpect of tute · 
lige, even the moft bel eving of tbem + But Chriſt is the Son in 


objected, that this is to malt 05jcf, 


1. Sure his faithfulneſs Randy in this, T har he diſcharge al that Sol. 


his bouſe, in whichare fons alſo not under that or the like tate- 8 0 4. 1,2. 


lage, yea his peop tre to him in the capacity of a wife or Spouſe. 
Now whether is greater perfection to lend to, and leave at, more 
liberty in exteroall marters not morrall, or to bind up to more ſer- 
 vitudeand with more 
every part of their work ſer them with more formality or exact 
mention of every Te . while under none age * 


charges. Servants and Schollers may, have 
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precepts. Nor follows it thence, that then we have greater 15 
to lin.; for, where no Law us , there i no tranſgreſſion; thete is 
no ſin in thoſe things but whyt ſtands in croſſing à poſitive La 


or binding upon men, that as a Law, that he hath left at liberty — | 


not bound us to; theſe things being applyed onely to things of 


externall Form and Ordinance, not to the things of the infide and 
Spirit, and w bat flows from thence of morall praiſe , ſuch as the. 
love of God and man with the branches of it, which are due from 
us, though God ſhould not expreſly by word injoyn them to us, 
there being a Law of Nature and Grace too, to injoyn usthere- 


unto. 
3. But to come more up to the buſineſs : In tha Law was a 
leſs diſcovery of love, and more of ſervice in carnal things, ſhadow- 
ing out thoſe ſpiritual things in which the love of God was more 
brightly to be evidenced: In the Goſpel is more diſcovery of Love, 
and therefore more ſpirit, and leſs carnal ſervice. As the Sun grow- 


ing higher, the ſhadows (horten ; So the Goſpel being now more 


clear, the ſhadows of external Ceremonies or Documents are leſs 


inſiſted on. 

4. The time of the Law being as the time of Infancy, and lefs 
growth in underſtanding, and the time of the Goſpel as the time 
of riper years; as men grown can take hints of things, and per- 
ezive the Speakers mind in them, when little children need to be 
told plainly cyery circumftance : So then, the Miniſtration fitted 
to thoſe times needed to be mors circumſtantial ; whereas now 


having the light and help of thoſe former Documents, ſome hints 


in Scripcure may declare the Will of Chriſt to our underſtanding, 
where there ate no ſuch exact expreſs m-ntionings of it. So that 


that Objection vaniſhes. It's ſo far from being Aatichriftianiſm, 


and a denying of Chriſt come in the fleſb (as ſome would have it) 


to ſay, that Chriſt is leſs exact in the matters of external Forms, 
that it's rather Antichriſtizoiſm, and a tacit denyal of him come in 
the fleſh, to make him ſo exact in Forms. And yet ſomething of 
Form he hath left us too, we being not yet come to full age, to 
perfection in knowledg and fulneſs of Spirit, but much carnal yet. 
And I acknowledg and beleeve, that wha: Ordinances he left us 
we arc not proudly to deſpiſe, ſlight, alter and change, as if needleſs 
to 
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ſt, anc more 
them 


Poſts, nor yet being 
Ari&t and crcumſtzncia 
4. Yea Tpropound to Conſi deration that paſſage, Rev.11.1,2. 
Where it's ſaid, A Reed like a Rod was given to Fohn,audthe An- 
gel [aid to him, Riſe and meaſure the I exple of God, and the Al. 
tar, and them that Worſhip therein; but the Court that iu with- 
out the Temple caſt aut, and meaſure it not, for it's given to the 
Gentiles, By the Temple of God, is plainly in the Scriptures meant 
the Church in union and fellowſhip with Chrift by Faith and Spi- 
rit, as he is the Altar and Sacrifice, and they that worſhip in it are 
the particular Saints worſhippiog and adoring God in the Media- 
tion and Sacrifice of Chrift, and in the unity of Spirit wich Chriſt 
and one another; that's the Temple worſbipping : Theſe are to 
be meaſured With a Reed like a Rod or Scepter; theſe me to be 
cared for peculiarly, and the proportion of them diligently to be 
taken, both Temple and Worſhippers; God will not have an inch 
of them loſt, nor will he have any defect or redundancy in this 
ſpiritual Worſhip ; according to this men are to be reckoned of, 
accounted and eſteemed the Sion of God. By the Court without 
the Temple, is meant that into which all the people come, (for i.'s 
an evident alluſion to the Temple of old,) the external out ward 
profeſſion with the thiogs of it, the worſhip of external Services 
or Forms; fr is not to be ent, _ Db to Ihe 
inſiſted on and proportioned to the true Worſhippers, as if they 
were to be known, or men to be reckoned ſuch by that, but to bz 
left out as given to the Gentiles, the prophane Heathen in hearts; 
it's given to them to come in thither, to hav= the Name of Chriſt, 
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and of the outward Court, whence ( as thoſe things that were. 1 ChroiC.245 
done in the outward Court were ſaid to be done * in the Temple) p. al. 1: z. vnn 


T Asticbriſt i 


ſaid to fit in the Temple of God; namely, in the Luke 1 10. 


outward Court of external Profeſſion, yea in every various Farm, Þ > Ic. 2.4. 


trampling under feet the Sion and Peruſalem of God. And it's 
able to me, whether all the ſtir and hurly-burly about 


external Forms and outward Ordinances, is not mens endeavoring 
to meaſure the outward Court, and to take it from the Gentiles 
(that worſhip not at the Altar and in the Temple) to whom yet 


B 3 its 


Mat-22. 32. 


places that plainly in them nor. As for inſtance; | 
Chriſt proves out of oh 1 G to du Sadluces (who 
are ſaid to have accour-tcd no part of the Scripture Canonical bum 
them) that the dead bag ſe 1 1 an; whetennin al . eh *. 
there is not one expre ſſion of the dead rifin ': Heptoy es it u con-. 
rained in the bowels of that WF 5 | 
Ged of Abrabam,and the God of 1, . the God b Ls And | 
ſo the Apolile proyed from 4480 criptures the needleſſneſs of Cir- 
— to the cee , though chere is not an ex- 

e ooh lite rp etical Writings ; bur 
* 8 by conſi | nd of Circun 


and ſome other truths oo Se whence he deduces it. The like 
may be faid of womens partaking of the Supper, anda Chriſtian 
man being a Magiftrate, Tea 8 Der mh of Infant Baptiſm 
take, or pretend to take, chis courſe in what they ſay agaibſt it. For 
there is not (a5 we (aid before) one expreſs ſaying, that Thfanrs 
ſhould not be baptized, or hat none but Beltevers actually, or 


ſuch as profeſs Faith and Reperitance ſhould be baptized; or that 
all rhat were baptized, did fo beleeve or profeſs: on they ſpeale 
of ſome Inſtances of former practise the Apoſtles Bar tizing ſuch, 
from whence they draw thoſe deductions, and with which they 
make a great poiſe, and eably take blly women and ſimple people” 


that cannot ſee into the Sctipture depths, nor well underitand rex- 


ſon according to Scripture : Though they may extlaim #gtinft de- 
ductions in others, yet they are full of them chemſclees. It's not 
ſaid ¶ in termini) Baptize Infants, or that the Apoſtles did fo, 
therefore they may not be baptized ; which is by like that, It's 
not exprelt that women received the Supper in the poſtles times, 
or that Chriſt iofticared ie for them alſo, therefore they ovghe| not 
to eat of it: Or that of the Sadduces ; Moſer no whers mentio 
che Reſurrection of the dead in all his Writings, therefore from his 
doctrine it cannot be proved. 5 

6. Things couched in Scrip re grounds, nd thence duce 
are no leſs truths of warrantable then truths ey See: A 

it's 


at leaſt 


are Prov: I4.16. 
uch 


fant Biotin nt erb ainly to vapor 

25 ſome of tbem do in their own conce 

in any Script ure Inſtence or Pe pt 8 
And now let us in the next place ſecit any ground for it mm 

be found couched in the Scriptures : and therein firſt of all le 

us view the Commiſſion given byChrilt to his Apoſtle for Oer. 


tile-Biptiſm. 


1. That Commiſſion we find in Mat. 28.1 ery Po 
Heal and Earth is given unto me, go ye therefore dif 
all the Gentiles, b them into 3 ef the Father 
of the Son, and 2 oly Ghoſt ; 2 them toobſe 
rbings whatſoever I have c Where, 
have to ” noted, the ground of this C in Verl. 
Power is given to me in Heaven and E pry rm is, Thoup 
eternal ord I had all Powe. over all Creatures ore, they —— 
all made by me, 7b. 1. 2,3 Col. i. 16. yet could I nc with confilt- 

ence with my Truth or Holineſs order aff of them, or a! 5 
mankind, as now upon the account of my Death and Reſurtection 
I am in the nature of man impowered to do: had I not dyed and 

riſen for men, I muſt have deſtroyed them all for ever; but as vit- 
tually upon this account before, ſo actually now and in the nature 
of min zm] inveſt:d with Power and Authority, as of Lordſhip 
over all Creatures, to order and diſpoſe them as I ee 
to my Fathers Will; ſo over Mankind, to help and fare them, and 
make all chings ſublet vient to my deſigns about them: Therefore 
alſo have I Power to make new Ocders, and grant out new Com- 
miſſious what and to whom 1 pleaſe, as alſo to protect and defend 
them that I employ in the execution of my fait Wa- et 880 
miſſions:: Therefore I command, require an 1d com 
to be my Servants and Meſſengers i in the Work 
joyn you; Go ye therefore. And further, For a a much: 1 by. vir- 
tue of my D-ath and Reſurrection for all men, I have ran 
men, even all the Nations of the world out trom under the power 
of the ſentence to death and condemnation, to which the Cove- 
nant, broken by A dam is ſoon as made with him almoſt, did bind 
| them over ; ſo as that now, that Sin and Law notwithf 


5 20 ths A&; 4. I Zo 
- and fora « Cor. 1. 21. & 
A the eter. Job. 1.4. 5. 9." 


ſelf, wherein 
Gemile, #8 
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diſci- 


that's clear that the people of the» Zews 
were 


under the words Tow, and D 
were reckoned as parts of them in the term 


tiles, 
in ants, and becauſe Þ 
cumciſed; us that they 
there infants are 


Church again, which are as uncapable oi 
Church now, as dogs or fwine, (as 
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Lord; and believe in thy beart that 

the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. And yet 

ould bas vain confeſſion of his Lordſhip, and no 

28 ver. 10. that proceeds from 2 heart, Ry firſt b 

Lord. And by the like way of reaſoning, when our Sa 
10. 16. Other ſheep I have that are not ah fold 

bring, r they ver ah, my voice ; becauſe he 

bringing their 

that 3 firſt be 

follows, and t 


on muſt they then be bron be 3 chk to 
Church, whereof his 


much more oby the bargain, not, let Hel 
brings them before hear | | 
reaſoning from the order of 

be replied x0 it: but alſo, 


to Jeſus not # contra, So 2 Tim. 3. 13. 


þ.. The like may 
hich a 94 & by 1 in 
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ns mg 


3 So when its laid, 
3 , 


roug 
baptized with water by chem, 
* eee tharehe our erer not g. 


bois, its very \ 
Adjective, or Relative to 1% in the 

Hog reſpeR to the nature of the t 

mank-nd, or Gentiles, $511x64, then to che 

in 4d. 13.48. it hath for its following je 

rey 40, both of rhe” Maſculine! Gender. ' In 

find, 4 Te #31 ip dg emmixaclau 73 5 drop, 4 2 bebe 

25. l TY rerleunbrar rer rigen ruf. In" Chop, 26:19. 

r E. 5&5. In Chap. 28. 28. dure I ax#Tor lah 

rd di Ln ioxehropiver, Wc. Rev. 2. 26. 

in all thoſe places its relatiye following it is 

all. be place avec one or two in which the Ri 

is p r picuouſly diſcernable in its Gender: ſo 

ſay, that the Gentiles which Paul was ſent t 

underſtandings darkened , and that Chriſt ſu 

an iron rod, and that Saran (hail deceive, and gather 

barre again the Saints, are all people fore-difcipled, be ievers, 
r profeflors of faith and repentance, that obferration of the 

N Gender will do nothing. . 
Now theſe two main Fortreſſes of the Antipedobaptſts being 


end of it. God ( ch he) Th 


” — 8 fo 
F r at Now we 


eilimg, and to whom 
. e e ee which 
. 11. 12,15. appears to 
4 i and befke 

en | pow their enmity ay both on their parts 

ee garded God, nor obſervcd 

„ bot came in to be one 

er enen in this, that he 
m in the Commonwealth of 


Marth, 22.9. 


Malk 6. iß. 
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narc:s debar from the ol raed. 

fellowſhip with God therein. ; | 

one and other, all the n 

did Chriſt break it down for ꝰ was it not the Word, 

Body of the Gexti/es ? Was not, and is not the Law c 

ces taken from them all, ſo as that the pal his 
Commonwealth is free and open for them all: And 

was God in Chrift r ing to himſelf, not i 
treſpaſſes, was it not the world, all the Gentiles 

ſend his ſervants with the Word of his Kin 

to hold it forth to all, to every creature, to all 

limitation and reſtriction, and to reconcile mi 

God in Chrift (asin bim the partition wall 

the enmity flain) 3 which 

ation is executed in dee e. 

(ball we now ſet 

and any Gentiles t 

jection? Or ſhall we fay, That las — 00 e or. are 
not of the World when God was in  Chrift . recon- 
ciling, and to whom his ſervants wers ſent : Did Chriſt 
leave a partition wali yet ſtanding between the Church of God, 
and them, that they ſhould not take them in into 

(hip with chem ? If the ſervants of Chriſt. 

of, and at a diſtance from the Church, ſure 

pu. ting in execution their Commiſfion for 

and baptizing them. Conſider this ſericy 

pedobaptifts deny not Chriſt come in the 

k-n down the partition wall, or at leaſt that God was in Chriſt 
reconciling the wotld to himſelf, and bringing them to himſelf in 
h's Church, and Kingdom. 


uſe perl 


» as appears by 


and 19.9. <p 


em 


fed it: which d that they practiſed, 4dr 13. 
16. 9 722 rs. > | here is no room vr alle 
. buptizing andthe com 
they authority to diſciple, | 
to take: for excerciſe and . authority, 
that Objection vi 
or 2. Follows it, chat then the Ap. Hen chm or the 
preachers now, had nothing elſe to do for pa 
but outwardly to bapeize ; for 
to do to bri them that were not of themſelves quain 
this, and that were naturally averſe to it, to bh wilogrs 
themſelves, ir children to walk in this way, an 


power to teſiſt their di 
to ſubject themſelves, 
Maſters of Families, and Parents, to 


ſaid, Diſciple, baptizin 
of the Son, and of the 
were to deelare andy 


| implies, that 
none but Infants in the world, 
oppoſe their endeavours to d 
chis Comcmiſſiong or that this 


ptttiesbaptized to be lubjeck to hu G 

the leaſt, and to profeſs his Docttine; nor minded 

lows in the Commiſſion, that they are re to ob 
ſerve Chriſt's Commands, as of old the Proſelites, even after 


Circumciſion, were to be taught thoſe of Loſes, But for ſbeing 
better into this, let us confider a little the force of the word 
unde. 

MaSnleva is of wade, and that of e diſco: g we 
tratiſlate it to teach, but not ſo properly, as all that well have min- 
ded ebe force of the word confels. Its to diſciple, to make ſchol- 
lers, or to bring to learn, ſo that they may become Diſcix 
ſo the Apoſtles were to endeavour to bring all N. 
the Genliles to that, any of them they might bring to it, and all 
of them ought ſo far to have become fubjeR to their Miniſtration. 
We ſind that word twice more uſed in the active voice, but in 
neither place is it evident how far ĩt was effectual inthe perſon 
a&Rcd'apbr: Its uſed Acts 14.21. hee inert, Diſciplin 
a good pretty company. They preached the Go'pel there, he. this 
Was the effect of it, chat a good many were diſcipled, but what, 
or who, or how far it had effoct upon them, is not expreſt. 0 . 

0 probable 
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ED Matth, 13.52, as our Trinſlit 
T very Scribe inſten the King, 
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done in ſo little time 20 b 


not 
before — ny nor S: Ad. 16 34 
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and my * therein to be ta 


ones too, 
s aod Goſpel-Preachers now have 
ck L but yet in our uſual 
the ſu people to the School of Chriſt, or tothe 
 Churet-ſtace, Nurture and Government, is a a dileipling of 
them; us wee gina che; ſchool, and to the care, 
* overnment, and nurture of it, the mak ing him a Scholer : And 
5 o in tbat 44 14.21. its applyed to the firſt ſubjeRing men to 
the way of Chriſt, as it mult of 33 have an fy in 

this Matth.28. Now the \poſtles were about this work of 

in all their praaching, and Arg e eee 2 


to diſcipl b yet in their t teaching, and 
— ee not ſaid to have diſci- 


„ Wee a word 


5 A r en 
| for ales ai him a Scholer chat is put to ſchool, and him 
: that hath begun to learn, though primarily. ic ſigniſies ſueh a one 


- as hath received, underſtood, and hath attained ta ripe knowledg 
: of the things that have been taught him. So in —— they 
7 A hen af he nl, and ſed obo ha 
| wers, and to im, are called his Di 

yet very rude and raw; yea, we read of ſome that have that 
85 Name given them, who yet know not the Alphabet of 3 
EX | eligion, 


WE — — 4 
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the followers o ſees wet ir zouth, ; 
called Phariſees, ns Paul faith of bim p | 
on of 4 Ph, Act: 23.6. from hi yonth, and { 
gi ing be lived a Pha 74 dts 26.5. Aud the Ph 
;  Ccipled others t | 
. Hatt h 23. 15. And yet it was their manger to 
3 Babes too with their Parents, der 
en inde 
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thing that 


. Ti was the manner of 


lievers 
nurture of Moſes, and to 
otherwiſe, they were only to be, 


ſubjcRion toc 
7, as four 


that they might be 
Its true, they felt not 
ey being come tot 


grew up, k 
Acts 20. 30 iti faid, ſome wo | 
perverſe things, ſetk to draw away Diſc 
chem away, io wit, from the Church, Whoſe 

Now compare this with Tit. 1.1 1. and there —_—_ 

how far that extends often, They draw away ev 

whole honſes, or families. Now that they ould ah 

upon ſuch as have no children, ee kde, on and 
to conceive, and contrary to all ex 7 yen, that this ef 
ally tights upon the littie children wh ot 
chidrtn or fervants * 


often rhi 


tabula, empty leaves, fir to have. 
imprinted u m, they 1 


* 


eaven as a lite. ' cbs), 
as eh forcoof ſuch { 


ſeat he teach knowledp, and wit 
doftrine ? them 3 0 weaned 
drawn from the breaſts, Beſides 
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in, 
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SP 


Been hey knew not the Nam 

to; and the doRtcine they would have 

them, they had much to ſay aguinlt it, as th 
. | Fore-fathers, and Rulers, neither knew, nor approved 
= reft of the world would hate them for ir, cc. thence they wers 
C not, nor would be baptized unto Chriſt, till they had firl - 
= ſented to the Doctrine. It was their being corwicted of the truth, 


that made them willing to leave the world, and its doctrines, and 
* | become Scholets or Diſc ples unto Chrift, and to be initiated un- 
bs - der his Govemment and Teaching. But now its not ſo with 
. children born to them that are diſcipled, their Chriſtian Parents 
are bound to bring them up in the nurture of the Lord, and they 
to receive it as they are capable, which alſo uſually they are apt 
to do, at leaſt ſo far as to the external profeſſion, and acknow- 
ledgment of Chrift and his Name, if it be carefully, as is requi- 
ted, put to them; and that prote and acknowledgment with - 
otderly walking, is as much, or more then divers of them. had, 
whom Jobs and the Apoſtles baptized, Matth. 3.7.11. Act. 
8.13. Chap.19. 3,4. | | „ 
Therefote alſo it ſeems to me a great abſurdity, to require that | 
before · hand of them for their matrieulating, diſcipling, or re:. 
cciving in that is urged upon thoſe that have been other wiſe prin- ö 
: | cipled, and have much to oppoſe which they have not; and to | 
155 bring an heap of proofs, inſtaneing what ſuch ſo fore · principled 
=. did, to bea rule for thoſe that are not ſo. It is as inept as if they 
1 ſhould alleadg the Jews proceedings in rt quiriog confeſſions, and < _ 
ackoowledgments of them that came unto them from the Gen- | 
tiles, to ſhew that the like was re quirable of their Iofants before 
their Circumciſion ; or like as if x man ſhould ſay, that becauſe 
God requires of grown men actual repentance, faith, and invocs- 5 
tion of him to ſalvation; therefore he requires them of Infants 3 
too, and ſo that they dying before may not be ſaved: If God ; 
diſpenſe with their non- acting thoſe things through incapacity, - 
and yet faves them, why (bould it ſeem irrational that he diſperſe 
with the want of ſack acknowledgments, or with the —_ 4 
thoſe 


F 
* rr re What he . 


there be not ſuch 
Gentiles comprehends all Infancy, male 
hers 90 8 whereas the Jews were limited to males I! 
and whercas they were tyed to the | day at 't 
mighe have 2 
now they are clexn at any time, t 
being done away in Chriſt, the 


to do it to all in them, t is 
of the world rejeRing the counſel ol od, and refuſing to ſubmit 
to Chriſt chemſelyes, ot to ſubject theirs to him, they cannot do 
it to all that their liberty and power extends to; but ſuch ſurely 
are guilty of reſiſting the Meſſengers of Chriſt, as either hinder 
them from diſcipling themſelves, or withhold and foi bid their 


From what hath been ſaid, then it appears, that there is no need 
of ſearching alter particular expreſs mention of Infanrs to warrant 
their baptizing ; for when a man hath a general Commiſſiom, 
what needs the particalarizing the ſeveral branches in it to war- 
rant a mans acting upon them? If, Les a man (Igor) xemine 


2 and ſe let him ear, Gr. be warrant enough for womens 


ting the Supper, becauſe the word Ard gore is in it ſe lt cam- 
e of che female Sex, why then ſhould not, 
Diſciple all the Gentiles, or all Nations here, be warrant ſufficicac 
ciple Infants, bapt zing them, &c. ſeeing chat word is every 
whit as comprehenſive of Infants ? If a man ſhould ſcruple to 
baptize in Exgl5ſ6 man, or 2 Scotch may, breauſe he finds not 
thoſe Nations expreft in al the Scripture, would not any man 
at him, ſeeing the Cc is to all the Genciles, where- 
of they arc part? Or when its ſaid, * died for al. would 


- 


# ; Bees 


y in 
odantiy include them. The ems never 
for circumciſing Infants as this is for 
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rants in it to my Gov 


ws, ror: for ſubjects with them, and be brought up after 


into wy Sub jects faſhions, — 7. 


ching to ſay, What hould liztle wy bg, n toi too, | 


and brought up after the manner of his Subjec ing 
all che Inhabirents in, their Jofancs muff needs be included, 


bis ſub jects faſhion. And now I hope, I (ball not need co lay 
much by way of anſwer to that ObjeRion, that e is ol 
uarddye, to learn, but Infants can learn nothing till they begin 
ro be grown up. For ſoa Profelite, che, is di 

vn N e from coming and joyning himſelf to the 
Zewiſh Church, which Infants could not properly be (aid to do 
till grown up, and yet they were alſo with their Parents 
prof: lired. Son SadjeR is. ng that voluntarily is ſubject to, and 
obedient to his Prince, which Infants cannot properig de, and yet 
they are in the number of Subjects too. But beſides this, we have 
ſhewed chat paynleverr, is rather in its firſt act to bring i into, and 
ſubject to the Government ol the School, that they mi 

then to make to have learned, (though in its further acts it will 
reach to that too) and chat my be done to Infants now as well 
as in the times of the ers. Why may we not rather ſay, that ya 
Ine (ignifies chat that all are capable of, (that wi. lfully refule it 
not) ſecing our Saviour commiſſionat 

Would he bid them do chat to all the Genti/cs, that they were 
not cipable of having done to them? Nay, we find that little 
children (Sep, pueruls, Intants) are 

under the ſame word, wdrla 7s Lon here uſed i in a buſu 
where more action is themthe word eleven, or; 
ciple, neceſſarily implies to be required of them, as in Romi. 15. . 
with P/ al. 117. 1. Praiſethe Lord al Je Gentiles, dera vd ln, 
and laud bim all ye prople. Sure one would think children much 
mort uncipable of n di 

c pled, a word more paſſive, and yet ſce how the Holy - 
rexches us to take them in too in that exprefBionyſeeit P/a,148.6. 


12,13. 


es them to do it to al? 


I — TTY _ 


pn pon teh — believs God Ks 60 
and Name of and Chriſt, as we ſhall anon more Cor 
| ſhew ; the! ere e 1 (hall fay no more to thit here, but paſs to #n0- 


ther 

2. Let un n the next place view che pradtiſe of the A ſtles upon 
this Commifflon : vi. in their baptizing herons, wherein 

I (hal not have. co ſpeak of their be rp the 7ews, and Profe- 
lites, ( ſuch as thoſe in AZs 2. & Samaritansand Eu- 

; nych were ſuch, elſe would t 3 8 led eating and drink-" 
ing wich tem 23 afterwird tdey did Peters with Cornelius) 

but of the unproſelited Gentiles, ſueh a8 were not fore · brought 

into the limits of the Church vifible, which as yet the . wiſt 
Church wis acccunted, B ptiſin being #s yet not the fitſt admiſ- 
i c be ax then re ted, duc! into the zcknowledg- 
Chrilf the Lord of ĩ Alte eme; for 2s yet the Fews 
ot ur , 85 yet the Apo frequeored the Temple, 
" ul ti 2 joyned with them in Obſervations of the 
Law, 48.3 1. and'21:20-22,23, Cc. nor 285 et did the Di ci- 
pes underſtand the extent of theit own Commiſſion, but thougdt 
thatit extended only to Proſelites of all Nations, till God opened 
the warter in viſion to Peter, Acti 10. and let him feethat all 
were as clean for bis converſing with, anq adm 28 

lites of the Circumciſion. They might go and pre: ch to any man, 
eonverſt with any, and upon their accepting the ſalyation of God, it 

v to come upom them, ind their houſes, ns before upon the eme, 
Mark 10. God tau ugh le 10 cal A, u no one ( 
Whas Countrey, Nation, Age, Sex ſorver) common or unclean+ 

He might kill and eat any he four. footed brafts; for they were 


all let down to him. Till-this, 1 fay, they ſee not the extent ol > 
E 3 their 


1 


Lat df 


brethren were convinced that God ba tot 


progreſs in their Gentile-diſciplinz 
peruſalem to diſcuſs this Vofinets 


ly were baptized : without ation made of any of their 
40 hearing and believing, but ſhe only. After which (he ſays to them, 
EL. If ye have judged me faithful (not if ye judg us) come into my 
: 28 honſe. Whereas if the reſt of the houſe were men of age, they 


— 


might have as well queſtioned their faithſulneſs as bers, as being | 
able, if unfaithfu', ro betray them to evil men as well as ſhe: 5 
bat not a word of their believing or profeſſing faith; and I am 
ſure 93s isa i vm yoo mg on e _ children, | 
except they can be proved not to be of the houſhold. Again, a ; 
lictleafter, we fiod the Apofile preaching thus to the Jaylour, B.. 
lieve thow in the Lord leſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, 
and thy houſe : viz. us the Iſraelites were ont of Egypt, ud. 
5. from the wrath of God that he feared upon himſelf and his, 
upon the Earthquake, and from the refuſing Gentiles condition 
under darkneſs, and Gods diſpleaſure zgainſt them. 8 

od 


8 


to bim, and to all bus boſs, Cw h Y: 
children too, as well as foſes his bolding forth the | 
little ones too, D. ut. 29.1, 11,12. and as its ſaid, AZs 26-22, Thet 


be teſtified the things of de Goſpel to ſmall and great: which 


words are uſed to comprehend the youngeſt infant, with the old- 
eſt man, and moſt decrepit, Revel.,20.12.). And its added, That 
he, and al bis were hapti cia ftraightway. Its true, it's ſaid alſo, 
That be rejojced with all bu pon ee 6. in God: but its 
remarkable, that the words heli „are both 


with his 

jection to the School of Chriſt, though every every partici 
houſe did not actually believe: or rejoyce. As when its ſaid, 44 
Indah rejenced, and all the people af the Land rejepced, it fol- 
lows not, that every one, little nad great of them, were actual 
in that rejoycing. A man may be ſaid to do n thing with his 
houſe, or whole family, ae ata it pea e ih or to 
keepa Faſt-day to him, 1 when ere 


y 

Toel 2.16. ſo 2 Chron. 20.13, Faye, 
be underſtood to mean, in behalf of them a 
under the eee. eRic bo | 
— * expreſly laid) wag: baptized. 
——— the uſb 
u 1 Cor. 1.16. From which pl we may note 

I. That we read of ore l to have bad 
faith, or to have profeſſed faith before — or then can be 
proved ſo to ave had r dons e wasbefore noted 4s 4 

2. we have words 5 ats in 
inſtances of the Apoſtles baptiz ing — ords e for that 26 
we have any to include NN the 5 e Yes, why 
my not a man 9 thus, 5 the Apoſtles probes 


3 


<A 
LARS 


not of a famiy, er thar ts were 


houſholds baptized by the Apoltles, or that Chriſt or they hath 
given us precept * to exdude them in baptizi 3 
families as have them; noneof all which 1 mt . ade! 


ed. So that here is another Scripture including 
we cannot prove that" there were Infan T of 
Where the Holy Ghoſt is ſilent, there it appertains not bo 6 Fo 
inquire, I walk by that that ig expteſt, 1 but the fami- 

ly, that that's concealed; Ihevenothing to do to —_— for. if 


the Holy Ghoſt would" have” had ine por 

then would he ſome wh 

that exception; or ground of 

— 

none may aptized, but | 

is no ſuch command or — in all the 

that theſe ioftences-maſt be: n | er places, that" relat 

their practiſe, * * 44 ĩ] ͥ V]y ꝓ APD ET Y 
TorhavTanfyer, 1. Thet there ny be: prattifes i 


Et priviwm in wnoquoque' 
reliqnuorum.. And 3 not to be 6 
whe: ein-bapcizing wer open mag r 
ſtarting of thei | 

2. Their x buche u ies is 
miſſion, 5 not . ere Teng or (asof 'fingle 
per ſons, and without families bejongivg to them) might alter the 

expre ſſio about their practiſe. 

3. Nor is there any meteion any where of their practiſe, where-- 
in it ea be he wed? that they excluded Tffants, much ſeſs about 
bapti ing Gentiles, and btinging them i into the Church; f6 that 
thofe exceptious ava not. Nor yet do make their being of a bouſ- 
hold fimply the ground of their being baptized ; for I confeſs 


there 


An'w, 


1 W132 <we will go 


ſirative: And that is in 1 Cor. 10 2,3. 
would not have you ignorant how. that all our fat 
der the cloud, and all paſſed through the Sea, 


in The cloud, and in the Sea. 1 


fer in e — 3» rhe ſea, Search the $ 
theſe Fathers, ped were _ 


to let the //racliter go otit of 

being perſ by bis ſervants, cals for Moſer and 
Aaron, and bidrobeud ge, and} eros the Lord: but would! n 
of them, Who ſoonld go? To 
3 . 


With our 


hn in the original 
paruulus, a little chüd; fo that here we ſee 
children amongſt thoſe Fathers, that after prov | 
the jewiſs Natuon: theſe too pr under the cloud, and t 
vr | in tem. 
& obj "this was not the Ordinance 
nnd inftituted by Jeſus Chrift for e 
therefore this is nothing to the purpoſe. 


bt 


* 


To which I ſay, by way ol cove Mon,” That that indeed un 
dot che Ordinance;of Baptiſm! appointed by Eiſt rol 
the fleſh for diſeipling men into the faich of him is ſo come, ha 
was it (that we find) called a baptixing them by Moſes in his 


Writings, 


AF 


p 5 
therefore it may not be denied, to have beo truly Bipeiſm, though 
not ſo inſtituted by Chriſt come in the fl we have to 
treat of, ſo that (hill cur aſſertion is true in the Apoſtles lan- 
— may not be gainſayed by us, that thoſe Infants were 
5 Yea, this Baptiſm is mentioned, and ſpoken of by the Apo- 
ſtle, as anſwerable to rhe Baptiſm the Believers and Churches of 
? Chrift received into the Name of Chriſt, as a priviledge anſwera- 
ble to this of the Goſpel-bapriſm, and a teſtimony ot Gods fa- 
vour toward them anſwerable to what this Baptiſm is now to 
us, and upon that account partly hath it the Name of Baptiſm 
put upon it by the Apoſtle, his intent and ſcope here being to 
ſhew that thoſe Fathers were all partakers of like priviledges; yea 
: and inſubſtance of the ſame with the Churches of Chriſt now, 
N only the difference was in way of Adminiſtration, thoſe Priviled · 
a ges and Ordinances being adminiſtred by the hands of, or under 
| the conduct of AMeſes, theſe,” nor by and from Chritt himſelfe, 
. come in the fleſh, thoſe typing out, or fore · ſignifying Chriſt then 
9 to come in the fleſh,” theſe ſignifying and leading to confeſs him 
come in the fleſh, and the grace that is in him as ſo come, and held 
forth to us by him, which is the ſame grace (as well as the ſame 
Chriſt, as the Apoſtle ſayes, ver.3.) that was pointed to by them, 
now more clearly witneſſed and held forth, then not fo plaioly. 
And indeed, if this be not ſo, that that Biptiſm was equivalent 
with, a1d anſwerable to this of ours, fince Chriſt manifeſted in the 
fleſh, as to the ſubſtance of ir, the Apoltles argument as much as 
outs from it would be rendred invalid: For whereas he brings 
theſe inſtances of them to anſwer a ſecret objection (oceiſione d 
by his diſcourſe in the preceding Chapter from his exhorting them 
ſo to run, as to chtain, and from his ſetting before them his own 
Example, how he kept down bu body in ſubjection, leſt having 
preached to others, he himſelf ſhould prove, or become a Repro- 
bate,Chap.9. 24.27.) That they were called by the grace of God, 
into the grace of Chrift, and bap:ized into him, and fo delivered 
from that ſtate of enmity,andirreconciledoefs, in which as Gentiles 
they before lay; yea, were under ” conduct, guidar ce, and pro- 
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either argue the Apoſile guilty of a weak argument here, asto his 
purpoſe of proving them alike priviledged with us, and we not- 
withſtanding our priviledges 2s obnoxious to diſpleaſure from 
God, in cale of unbelief, or unworthy walking, as they, or elſe 
we mult confeſs this to have weight in it for this buſineſs : viz. | 
That thoſe Infants though not baptized into Chriſt expreſly and . 
immediately, yet were truly and really as to external baptiſm bap- 
tized into the Doctrine of God then delivered concerning Chrilt, 
as we be, or the Church of Corinth were; they had that 
that curries correſpondency with, and was anſwerable to our Bap-- 
tim... -- | | 

3. Ves further, Its to be minded here, That all our Fathers, od 
ſo the Infants of them, I mean ſuch of them as then were but In- 
ftants, were baptized into Moſes, or unto Moſes, that is, had an 
obligation put upon them by thoſe their paſſages under the cloud, 
and in the ſea, to liſten, to obey, and follow atter Moſes, und his 
Doctrine, what ever incapacity was in them in reſpect of years, 
and want of actual underſtanding, then while they paſſed through 
the ſes, and under the cloud, to apprehend, or have made out to 
them, either what they paſſed through, or what Moſes was 
to them, or was contained in his Poctrine. And ſo it clearly evin- 
ces, that Infants are not uncapableof being baptized into the Do- 
Arine of God, or Name, Authority, Faith, or Goſpel of our Lord 
Jeſus Chrih, 


For, 
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clear to any indifferent underſtanding, viz. thar by being by 
zed into, or unto Moſes, is not meant, that they were baptized, 


dipped, waſhed into the perſon of Moſes, as the matter of their 
baptiſm for that was impoſſible, but the word 4, there, is of 
the ſame ſignification, as in Aattb.28. 19. le brown = rar O. x; 
dis, &. into, or unto the Name of the Father, and of the Son; 
ſo they were baptized into, or unto Moſes, Moſes being there 
28 in other places, uſed to ſigniſie Moſes his doctrine, a5 in Luke 

n 16. 29. They have Moſes and the Prophets, let them hear them. 
So alſo ohn 5. 46,47. Though I will not deny but A0 his 
authority as a Prophet and Conductor of them, zuthorized of 
God, is, or may be therein alſo fignifisd. 

And ſecondly, I fee no reaſon but an Infant is in every whit 
a$ good 2 capacity to be baptized into, or unto Chriſt, as then ur- 
to Moſer: Its all one in ſubſtance as to what concerns the buſi- 
neſs requiring capacity, that was into the Doctrine and Authori- 


the ſame God by Jeſus: that was to be ſubject to Aoſes, and 


: his Doctrine, and Inſtitutions, when, and as chey grew capable; 


* this into Chriſt, his Doctrine, and Inſtitutions, when, and as they 
8 grow capable. I think no man will deny, that children now are 
as capable of the outward act of Baptiſm, to be ated upon them, 

be it what it will be, whether to be dipt into, or have water 

poured upon them, as theſe Infants were then to be carried, or 

paſs through the Sen; and that they cannot now iogage as much 


to be ſubject to Gods Authority in Chriſt, as then to it in Moſes, 
or underſtand as much what the Goſpel fayes, as what the Law 
ſaid then, and much what both alike ; I cinnot perceive what 
ground any man can have to deny, ome they will ſay, that Mo- 
ſes ſpake more darkly and figuratively of Chtiſt, but Chriſt more 
phioly and perſpicuouſſy both of himſelf, and his Father, And 
if' weger but this by this place, That Infants in Pauli own lan- 
puzge are capable of being bapt zed into 2 Name, or Doctrine, 
and there by to be obliged to that Name and Perſun we have gain- 
ed, I conceive not a little. 
Some happily will object again, that the Apoſtle here ſpeaks 
but of all chat eat the ſpiritual bread by faith, and fo that 
were believers then. 
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ty of God by Moſes; this, into the Doctrine and Authority of 
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were baptized that cat that | a | NUCT 
he there of any cating beer , but rather only of an eating in 
2 figure; but he ſays poſitively, They All Were baptized unto 
Moes in the c loud, and in the ſea, and did all eat the ſame ſpiri- 
tual meat. B ſide, that they al eat not by faith, is clear from thence, 


bread, much lels ſpeaks 


that Many of them /o baptixed, and eating , were Heſiroyed 


for not b:lievins : 


Compare ver, 4,5,6. &c. with Heb. 3. 15, 
16,17. &c. | | 
Bat the Apoſtle names hire only the Fathers, All our Fathers. 
I anſwer, He (ayes not, AU that then Were Fathers, or all 
the Fathers amongſt them, but Al our Fathers ; and many 
of them that were their Fathers, were then little Infants when 
they paſſed through the Sea, as before we ſhewed. And again, 
Had he only meant ie of them that were then Fathers, he might 
rather have ſaid, Mith them all, one or two excepted: and fo 
ſmal a number ſeldom makes exceptions, ) God Was not well plea- 
ſed. But now he ſays, bur with many of them; becauſe though 
with ail che then Fathers, as that were above twenty years old, 
ſome two excepted, he was diſpleaſed, yet with the children 
from tweoty years old dowr=-ward, he was not ſo, but them he 
carried into Canaan, and poſſeſſed them of it. | 
But then. by thar, children may as wellpartake of the Supper; 
for they eat of the ſame ſpiritual meat, & cc. | 
That's bzfde our buſineſs: yet I fay, Children allo when ca- 
pible of examiningithemſelvyes, may eat the Supper, that condi- 
tion being expreſly required of the Apoſtle to the Supper, for men 
in general: Let a man arlewrG&, examine himſelf, and ſo let him 
cat: but there is no ſuch condition required generally to Biptiſm. 
I ſhall nextly conſider, what we find expreſſed by Chriſt about 
his will concerning Infants : where I (hall paſs over that in far. 
18.1,2;3,4. where Chrift makes them our patterns, becauſe we 
have occaſionally ſpoken of it before, and ſhall meet wich it elſe- 
where again: that in v. 6. is conſiderable, He that ſhall offend 
one of thoſe little ones that believe in me. Some are of opinion 
chat Chrift ſpeaks that of little children in age, and think Chriſt 
reckons them b-lievers in him, becauſe they have no other hope 
er confidence, excerciſe no ſelfe care, ſelfe truſt, or diſttuſtfull 
thoughts of God, but are caft upon him, and take ſubmittedly 
what 
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art my bope, O Lord, tbos haſt been my truſt from my youth, u 

on 5 have | been caſt from my page e Ro 8 J 4 43 
10. Then didſt make me hope when I was upon my mothers 
breaſts, I was caſt upon thee from the womb. And us they ate 
Pſal. 1 15. 13. and Revel.19.5. numbred with thetearers of God, 
Tee that fear the Lord, both ſmall and great. And the ſtandali- 
zing ſuch is the harming them, eſpecially by perverting them to 
vain hopes and ways. I confeſs I am not ſatis fied in that my felf, 
and yet I think there may be ſomthing in it, and the rather for that 
the next fore- going ſpeech doth certainly include little children, 
viz. when he (ayes, He that ſhall receive one ſucb little one iu 
my Name, receiveth me. I know B conception is, that by as 
ier ode, is meant, one that humbles himſelf as a little child ; 
and that he ſpeaks: not there properly of children; but Luke, 
who is of better authority, ſays expreſly, Chap. 9.48. that Chriſt 
ſaid that of that very little babe too, that he took in his Arms, 
and ſet in the midſt of them: He that receives this little child in 
my Name, receiveth me. And fo in Mark 9. 36, 37. exprefly, 
He that ſhall receive one of ſuch little children, (without men- 


tion of any other foregoingly, but the child it ſelf taken into his 


arms) receiveth me. Bur I (hall paſs that, and come to that that's 
more full, viz. that in Matib. 19. 13,14. where its ſaid, that 
our Saviour having inthe former part of the Chapter anſwered 
the Phariſees about Divorce, there were certain little chil- 
dren, or infants, (in Lubę 18. 16. ffn, ſucking infants,) and 
ies conſiderable, to what end they brought them; and how Chrift 
entertained them, but chicfly, what he ſays of Infants, by occa- 
fion of them. 

1. For the end of their bringing, its in Lake 18. That he mit ht 
touch them; but in Matthew, That be might lay bat hands on 
them, and pray. Now the laying on of hands eſpecially, when 
joyned with prayer, is an Ordinance or Inſtitution in the Church 
of God, named after the Doctrine of Brptiſms, Heb. 6. 1, 2. and 
| therefore, if there be any ſtrength in their way of arguing, that 

from the placing of words one after another, as baptizing after 
believing, would prove, that believing is to be firft tound in per- 
ſons, before they may be baptized; then the ſame argument would 
prove that theſe Infants were OY baptized ; becauſe they 
5 F 3 Came 
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came for impoſition of hands, 2 right 
baptiſm too in the practiſe of the Apoſtles, as in A&s 8.17, and 
19. 5,6. Nor can theableſt Anti it give us any certain 
p:oof or demonſtration, or ought, befides their own preſumpti- 
on, that they were not. 

indeed I find /aying on of hands, uſed in Scripture, in theſe 
three Caſes: viz. In healing diſcaſes, Ordaining to office, and 


ſending forth to the Work of them, and praying for the Holy 


Ghoſt, and his bleſſings : where its mentioned to the firlt intent 
of healing, its uſually expreſſed, either to have been to that end, 
or that that was the effect, as in Mar 5. 23. ind 6. 5. and 16. 
18. Luke 4.40, and 13.13. Ads 28.8. in none of all which pla- 
ces find we our Saviour joyning prayer with it: or that he bleſſed 
them he ſo healed. Only that inſtance of Paul, hath menti- 
on too of joyning prayer with it: nor is there any * 
ing probability, that theſe came for healing to Chriſt, as 
{ome would conjecture, becauſe mention is made in the begin- 
ing of the Chapter, of his healing ſome. For when there was any 
healing wrought in the things mentioned, its common for one E- 
vangeliſt or other to expreſs it; but none of them ſay any ſuch 
thing of theſe. Beſides, his diſcourſe with the Phariſees about 
Divorce, if not alſo ſome other, as thoſe in Lake 18. intervened 
between his healing acts, and theſe children coming to him. Au 
he was alſo gone from that place where be bad been hialing, and 
come into the houſe, Mark 10.0. Belides, its too fimple a con- 
ceit, that the Diſciples ſhould prohibit them upon that ground, 
for they could not be ignorant that children might ſtand in need 
of healing, and be as capable of it as other perſons ; and its moſt 
probable that it was ſome conceit of the unfitneſs of Infants for 
ſucha huſineſs as they came; for that made them rebuke thoſe 
that brought them: nor could it be for ordination to office, and 
therefore it was for the Holy Ghoſt, or ſome: ol his up- 
on them; yea, its plain it was for bleſſing, and that iszcknows- 
ledged by Mr. Tombes to be a greater thing then Baptiſm. Bup- 
tiſm being but an outward witneſs to Chriſt, and the Doctrine 
of Chriſt, and a matriculation of them into the School of Chrift, 
that they might be in the way of his bleſſing: whence to uſe the 
Argument that Peter makes uſe of 4 majeri, ad minus: Can 
any forbid water that theſe ſbeuld not be baptized, that 
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mit them t 


Chtift aa wit them to his bleſſing, and hallnox we adm 
ontward Bzp:iſm to be brought into his houſe, and to have his 
name put upon them, that they may be more in the way of his 
| bleffiog ? when he himſelf gives them that that follows after Bap- 
tiſm, ſhall we deny them the former, vix. Baptifm having fo 
large a Commiſſion for diſcipling and Baptiſm. 

Bat its faid by ſome that this was an uſe amongſt the Jews, 
to bring their children to Prophets, and holy men to pray for 
them, 8c. | 

, But if fo, then ſure the Diſciples would not have been fo againſt 

them, 28 to forbid them, it it had been an uſual matter of honour 
put upon holy men amongſt them; fince they were not uowillivg 
to have their Maſter honoured, I conceive its likelyer they had 
ſome unworthy, low, and deſpicable thoughts of Infants, as be- 
low their Maſters bufineſs, and care. Beſides, they that tell us of 
the foreſaid uſe, are fain to fetch it from 1/aacks bleffing faces, 
and Jacobs bl: ſſing Foſephs ſons. Strange inſtances to tell us of 
fathers bleſſing their own children, to prove that people uſed to 
carry their children to Prophets for their prayers and bleſſing; 
eſpccially too to prove their carrying Infants to them when as 
Facob and Eſau both were men grown, or well cowards it, when 
Iſaac bleſſed them; for Iſaac was but ſixty years old when 
they were born, and he was now grown old and: dim-fighted, 
ſo us he could not diſcern one from the other when he bleſſe 
them ; yea, Eſau was wont to go à hunting, yea, and was mar- 
ried too ſome time before this. And for the ſors of 7oſeph, they 
could not be leſs then about twenty years old, for they were boin 
to him before the years of famine came, Ger. 41.50. two years 
of which were paſſed before 7 «cob war ab en. 8, G 


yet be done, (as I think none can find ground to deny 
they may firſt be made members of the viſible Church, that ſo ic 
may be done unto them. | 

2. For their entertainment. We find the Diſciples forbad them 
that broughe them, and would not have had them come to Chriſt 


Fu likely, as we have faid, becauſe they thought it a vain * 
— a? : 
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them; is be did 


ing: for its not ſaid, That there came little children to him: 
as if they came of themſelves, but they brought little children 
to him: ſo it is in all the three Evangeliſts; nor did the Diciples 
rebuke the children, but them that brought them; yet here he 
ſays, let them come to me. They not reliſting, or re jecting his 
gocdcels, its reckoned to them as if they came and deſired 
it, though they in their own perſons, did not defire it. 
Where we ſee confirmed what we ſaid before, viz, That. thoſe 
things that are required of men of underſtanding, to receive bis 
bleſſing, or an ordinance of his to be acted upen them, (as laying 
on of hands and praying, is an Ordinance of God) are not re- 
quired in Infants, Men grown mult come of themſelves, beiog 
convinced and perſwaded by the truth, or elſe they are not blei- 
fed by him ordinarily, or received into his grace ; but here chil- 
dren, though but brought, are ſaid to come, and he accepts and 
bleſſes them. For fo it follows, Mark 10. 16. He took them 
in his arms, pat his hands on them, and bleſſed them. Wherein 
its ilſo to be nated, that he deals with them as with OA F 

or 


h 


or infant, Tim:3.15. To which I anſwer, That. Sv gi, and 
& a, my much differ: ww Gebou; fignifies prop rly, Ever 
finbivne? W uc thou bameſt aut of Infancy. Beſide, I 
deny hor, that the word sgi may comprehend all che Age 
from the birth, to fix or ſeven years old, before the term of 
which years a child is capable of inſtruction, yet it is uſually uſed 
for children lately born, and it is improbable that theſe here ſpo- 
ken of were capable of inſtruction, both becauſe they were 
onghr, ald becauſe we find” nothing ſpoken to them+for their 
og, Which its no way likely that Chriſt” woulck have o- 


in 

mitted; had they been cipable of it. The very pleadin? for that 
capability of inſtruction ſavours of the Diſciples diſeaſe, who ve- 
ry pre for ſome ſuch reaſon ſorbad the,” becauſe they 
thduglit them uncipable, und argaes that had theſe men been 
there, they Would in eiſe of their incapacity” for Jearning have 


h che Diſeiples in Prohibieing tbem 
G Bat 
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js 
To which (ay, that the uncle 1 ra date $00 fuch . 
2s may appest by theſe inltances, i r 10, in Math. 28. 19. 
2 Tim. . 17. | Rom 15. 11. and 7a tn ver. 16. All the Gen» 
tile: admits of no _ gry by vertue of that ee 
lo ben the Apoſtle 27 e 4 to 
reie S ciee, to the haaſbald of faith ; he limits ic not there to 
ſom: certain believers, 3s the Texter, or the like, of whom he 
had been before ſpeaking : yea, the ſame «© xpreflion, re radia, 
Matth.18.3. is Dol theſe butle children, but N little 
ch; ldren. Wh: ce mak, for Ta made, . ead (Mark 10, 15.) 
3s ren, 464 little child. So in e 9,10, 75s, un, 

is not ſome certain preſent poor, but the poor tely : So 
that that i is rad, fimply in Matt 19.13. On in Luke 18. 15. 
= gien, where yet it connot be tri flawed, theſe Infant, Sco 
he) 2 7127585 aß 12.14. . kn thc 
t ce, or t e liltiæ chi en: 88 its U peech 

limite d to things preſent, as 2970 73 h in Matth. 36.11. is Fa 
this qt: nt : T6rles Ts Ng Tuc, is ill theſe words, ver. 1, 
Tiley lar aFnagay : theſe, my brethr ang, Mail. 25. 40,45 · 
u Nara la Seu Ulerdis, In thee two C NAmeEnts, 
Chap 23+ 40, Tha bke is to be ſeen, Mark 13. . Lake 35+ n 
9 3644. 20d 24.18. Jeb 19.18. 4 324 dene ad. 5. 

36, 38. not ig it. „ 1 1 te; 
xtra, Marth. 24. 22, 2 Tos: 19. 27. 


an © Cir deve, ue thou fay ue tobe ene 
oo further, but to them, e to be ele 
ed, &c. Nor is it 765 bY Tivols nel, to them that are Re 
theſe, the Kingdom of Heaven belong, though many would cor- 
ceive it fo ; for anbycomegto tin; ad for children, then 
for Doves and Ly to him; the general word v, 
f d that's ſpoken of; theſe, aud [ach 
a thaſe ; — it * to things or perſons, not ſuch 
in an Allegorical fig 2 
is againſt thoſe that dd ra rosa, ſuch yy : thatis, thoſe 
very evils, and ſuc" like. So vey 3. and chap, 1.3 2. Gel.5.21,23. 
x7! Tay torkror; againſt ſuch things there is no law: that it, 2. 
gainft thoſe vertues and fruits of the Spirit, and whatſoevet elle 
is of the ſame ſtamp or nature. So alſo 1 Cor.7 7. 15.38, 10 e 
ſuch ſhall have trouble in the fleſh : that is, ſuch as he has 
of betore, viz. they that marry, &c. Of ſuch u the roles bo 
7 Heaven, The Kingdom of Heaven, what's that? I anſwer, 
he Kingdom ſet up by the God of H-aven, in which he is King. 
and by Jelas Chriſt, propheſied of long ſince to be eſta- 
bliſhed in the houſe of David; A Kingdom of which the em- 
were the children; it was preached to, and the promiſe of it ſet 
before then, yea, they were educited under its Ordinances in 
part, and to the tion of it in the more Heavenly things : 
The Kingdom more folly preched by Chriſt, and yg ies privi- 
ledges, riſe, and growth, and {ts adminiſtration by Chriſt io the 
humanity, in a more hexvenly way,) then nigh at hand, and rea- 
dy to be revealed, though not io its helghehf glory, and large 
ſpreadiogiuftre: This is the Kingdom of Heaven, of which there 
ate divers ſtttions and degrees of entrance into it, and divers 


manifetatiors of it. vis. 
1. There is che ourwnard Court, the Church viſible as viſible, 


of Cy] priviledged b God, arid diftingu ſhed from other 
people not in it: ot if ye wi the Government that Chriſt exer- 
cilach in adminifiration of his Hcavenly Ordinances and Rites, 
over men as viſibly: to the profeſſion of him, the Chu:ch- 


lte wich irs outwan Ordinances, che Orades of Cod, and his 
G 2 Statutes, 


So Rom. 2. 2. The judgment of God 
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and for him erected: The Wiſdom of God had there his Houſe, 
and Pillars, O:dinances, and Provifion, though leſs beavenly, and 
mort carna!, then as now its ordered by Ctriſt come in the fleſh; 
and there fort rather called the Kingdom of God, theo of Heaven, 
Ma'!th.21.43. This Government in the hard of Ctriſt come be- 
ing more properly both, becauſe as of God ſo more heavenly, and 
cual, then that before. F +6 

2. Tie inward and inviſible unitivg with Chriſt by faith, and ſo 
the GV roment of the Spirit writiog the Law in the heact : The 
power and priviledges injoyed in the inner min; is forgiveneſs 
of ſins, peacey jay, conformity to God, &c. And this alſo is the 
Kingdom of God, the more inward, more heavenly, and ſpititu- 
al pirt of it: and this alſo is held forth in the firſt, and the right 
receipt of the ficft, with all the documents thereof, and ſpiritual 
operations »fforded therein, is the way to enter into this ſtep of 
it. For this is it into which men enter not but by regeneration : 
Of chis the Apolile ſpraks, Rom.14-17. The Kingdom of God, u 
rigbteouſneſi, peace, ind joy in the Holy Ghoſt, And 1 Cor. 4. 20. 
T hat conſiſts in power, & c. Into this the believer is tranſlated 
gut of the power of darkneſs, Col. 1. 15. The other ſtep is more 
viſibly upon men that are in it, this more properly in them. They 
that are but in the former Regiment, may be caſt out, and often 
are for their unfruitfulneſs, not receiving its inſtructions, and ope- 
rations of Spitit there with, as a little child, ſo as to enter into 
this more ſpiritual Government, Matth. 8.12. and 21.43. that, 
or the Kingdom of God in that part of it, (for its bur one King- 
dom in all its Regiments, as the Temple of old was but one in all 
its Courts) being like a Net gathering all ſorts, and like a mar 
{owing good ſced in the field, wherein alſo the envious man [ow- 
eth tares, ont of which all things that offend ſhall be zathered, 
Matth,1 3. 24. 41. 42.47. And like to the Wedding made by the 
Xing for his Son, to which the hidden gueſts refuſing to come, 
all t at could be met with in the high-way and hedges were call. 
ed, and brought, Matth. 22. 1.9, 10. yea to that all have liberty 
to e me as the way to enter into it in its higher ſteps, or more in. 
war Oe veroment, and Dominion. But now this ſecond ſep iz 
yet more holy, and into it may none enter but they that ſo have 
received 
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its O:derivg and Government, and in it is the power of 
Chriſt to order ic, which all oughe to obey, and be ſubject to in 3 
their ſeveral places and ſtations, us in other Kingdoms; but theſe 1 


are more viſible and outward, as Baptiſm, the Suppir. Eæbort- 

ing, Teaching, Hearing, P 3 Communion, Cenſures, &qc. 

As alſo ſubordinate Officers, ifhops, or Elders, Deacons, C&c. 

Its Keys of Doctrine and Cenſures, its Publick Regiſter, and No- 

tary Book, the Scriptures, wherein its Laws and Orders are 
1 written and recorded. This latter hath its Laws, the ſame for 
ſubſtance with the other, but written alſo more inwardly in the 

heart, where the Spirit is more immediately Governour and Ru- 

ler, and ſupplies all grace to the ſoul alſo: Theſe have fellowſhip 

with God, and with Chrift in ſpirit, and heavenly things, as well 

as one with another in outward Ordinances; which theſe alſo 

have (the inner Regiment being in theſe who are under the ou'- 

ward, though not in all ot them.) Theſe have the inward true ſpi- 

; ritual Baptiim in the blood and price of Chriſt, rin ling their 
- conſciences, and making their hearts pure; and they feed ſpiri- 
tually upon ¶ hriſt himſelf, eat all of that ene bread, and partake 

all of that one ſpirit in him. So as to be really und inwardly, 

though myſtically and ſpiritually) one body, being baptized in- 

to it by the Holy Ghoft, and made meet for the inheritance ; as 

well as outwardly baptized, and outwardly eating the Mcmo- 

rials of Chriſt , as the outward Regiment more generally 


do. 8 

3. There is alſo beyond both theſe, a third Rep, or way of re- 
giment in this Kingdom, like unto the Holy of holies, that into 
which Chriſt himſeif is really entred, and a they that are in the 
ſecond form do enter by hope, but not as yet by real poſſeſſion. 
The Kingdom in Glory and Power exalted above all other: This 
is that which is yet to be manifeſted ; Mhich Chriſt is gone to re- 
cei ve, and which he ſhall come in, even in the Glory of bis Father, 
and poſſeſs all bis Saints that here have followed him faithfully 
wit hall. In which the righteous ſhall ſhine as the Sun, and be Iatib. 13 43. 
filled with their Maſters joy. Chriſt and they being all manifeſt. 
ed im glory, even the glory of God; ſo as that as Chriſt is now Col. 3. 34 
admired in himſelf by them, that CONE diſcern him, fo then 

| 3 he 


1 Cor. 10 17. 


n 
We” 


Me : . a * 
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in, at his glorious appearance again from Heaven, when he (hall 
raiſe up all his to meet him, and be ever with him : therefore alſo 
its coupled with his appearance, in 2 75.4.1. This is the King- 
dom in its flouriſh end eompleatneſs, as Solomon in his glory, when 
as the other two are but the tendencies to this, and like the King- 
domof David in the midſt of oppoſitions. The Keys of the King- 
dom in the firſt Rate are eommitted to the ſervants of Chriſt, to 
Peter, and the other Apoſtles, with their ſucceeding Church- 
officers, and they may let in, or put out there, and when they 
walk in the Spirit in ſo doing, Chriſt approveth what they do, 
and admits too gracious operations of Spirit fgt ble ſſing his Ordi- 
| narces to them, or withholds his preſence from them as rhey ad- 
mit, or put out. But for the other two ſtates, the Key is only with 
himſelt, Revel.3.7. and into them none bur he can give admiffi- 
on: Whom he ſhuts out, co them bone can open, and to whom 
he opens none can ſhut this ſtate againſt them. Into chTſecond, 
be admits by the ſpiricual Baptiſm thoſe that receive the grace of 
God held forth in the outward Court, (and witneſſed to by the 
outward Bipciſm) rightly and effectually, Matth. 3.1 1, 12. Thoſe 
that by the Word and Spirit accompanyiog it, are truly prepared 
for him, turned to him, to look towards him, and wait: for him, 
Locks 1. 16, 17. and 3.4. And theſe wait for, and (ball in patient + 
continuance inherit the third; into which no ungodly perſon, no 
chaff in the flaor of Chriſt, none without the wedding gunnent 
though come ioto the honſe, none that work in quity, though 
within the out ward form and ſtate of the Kingdom, (ball find en- 
trance, 1 Car. 6. 9, 10. Gely.20,21. Matt. 13.41, 42. 
And let this be noted, that though ordinarily when mention 
is made of the Kingdom of God, and of Heaven and ex- 
borted to be ſought and entred into, all theſe three Rations of it 
= are iofolded ia one another. As when its ſaid Paul or Chrift 
BE | = | preached 


$3 


Mash. 5. 7. and 18. 3. 2 Pen 1 1t. And 


and nextly urged wn 


. od Ondinjner arcs, 
eee ny  Mlediune to bring 125 5 into eur 
participation of his gfory ; as the bouſe in 


hic wich ko Feaſtic — wdine Fels- unt in the regiment 
of his Grace and Spirit tobe pertookof by OE duly and 


receive the outward „ the w- 
ters whers the Spirit move for the cot that duly 
and ſubmittediy waiv upon him, and waſh : The Bed of 
Lo the immortal Seed of the Word of Cd, the Pro- 
miſe and Corgnant made to Abraham, i forrdfor the be- 


getting children to: him. Under tlic Regiment of Chrift here all 
ougbt to. come, alt the Gentiles are tobe diſcipled, all, (fo i 
35: they. found winbout choiſe, diftinRion, diſcriwintion, 


linicazion) 1 | tr and here under to be nurtured that. — 


c 


inta which yet none of theſe do en- 
cer, hut them that i ſubmit to im therein, (as woe ſaid b:- 
fore.) Thaſe chat ole him, Alx 5. 32. the upright buried, the 
poor in ſpinit, the righteons, they that bring forth the fruits of 
25 andalag ſball' haue aw abundant entrance, Pſulm 11. 11. 
om therein 
(hall be ſurely: rewarded- with the third; Revel; 2. 26,7. and 
3. 34. 20d 3. 21. 2 
eee eee by what 
e that receives 


e eee 2 ts; 0 . 150 wi 
vermont ofiChriftin his Word 8 as then to them 
ns er oh EA 

. a thetein. 
— icht t thaz come 
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ering 
neſs; joy, peaco, d Ti was that chat came to the 2e, or 20. 
proached 
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and 11. 20. But they received it not, andilome of them 
ved it, yet not going on to receive it as little children - 
denial, humility, meckne ſs, they could not enter in to the inward 
rcgiment, and its priviledges, but finding the entrance too ſtrait, 
turned back again from it, obs 6,60. 64, and 8. 30,3 1, 34. &c. 
The Kingdom as is (hall come in glory hath no roles annexed to it 
about men's entercaiving it, that I-know.of, bat its evident, this 
of the extetnal Miniſtration, with the ſpiricual operations afford- 
ed therewith, for bringing us into the Rate of ſpiritual union with 
Chriſt, hath, and we find that many could not become ſo fat chil- 
dren in fimplicity and  {l-nothingneſs, as to receive it, it being 
as ordered by Chriſt every where ſpoken againſt, and we find yer 
that men not receiving the inſtructions of tho Word of this King- 
dom, as held forth to men in the Scriptures, in the reproofs and 
teachings ol it, ſtick in the form of godlineſs; nay ſincerely ut- 
rain to that, muchleſs enter they into the inſide of this Kingdom, 
to have the Law wric in their hearts, and to experiment the peace 
and joy that is therein. Of ſuch is the Kiogdam, the Goverr- 
ment of Heaven, and of God. Nay, I know not how exclude 
them tight to any part of it, if we (ball take it for the Kingdom 
in its Glory, as ſome do; for then much more ſhould they have 
right to any other thing in it, as they were capable of having it 
put to, and youchſafed them, according to Peters arguing 3: But 
ſure hs meant the Kingdom of God, as they had the Keys of it, 
or were to have; aod ſo as they had power of taking in, or ex- 
cluding, ſuffering to come to Chriſt, or forbidding them: and 
a5 the bleſſings of it were to be obtained for, and imparted-to 
them, through man's miniſtration: for it was not from the after. 
glory, gr inward communication of, ſpiritual, grace that they 
went ab gut tin detain them, but from that dilperfationoh biet: 
ling which; they were brought to Chriſt for sio ah external, 
way of mimiſtration: And therefore it is meer that we un- 
derſt ind his Speech, ſo as may. reprove and correct their 
choughts in that for which ha faulted them: As if he ſhould ſay, 
The Kingdom of. Heaven, which 1 preach, and a inſtruiting 
Jen is be my, Miniſters in, and which. d am ſetting wp," and ga 
thering men into, ir of, ſuch a theſe Mf ante, or for ſutb-as theſe 
* bat 
let | 
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whom you thus ſlight andrejelt, therefore forbid them not 


F-*” 
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we have the like in 0% el, The Kingdom of 
God is theirs, or of chem, they have right to it, and it takes 
chem in. Now ſhallright be y vichh-1d from them to whom its 
due? Are we author-z:d to d ſcip le all che Gentiles, bap:izing 
them, and that diſcipling them @ »fudjectiog them to his K g- 
dom and Goverament ; and hath our Saviour ſaid, That 

ach «theſe Infants And ſhall wer 


ple then baptizing them into his 
ject to his power ſetup in his Church — the 


Do not they that Fakes them 2 
to that evil of hs Diſci 


this inſtruction. For of [ueh is the Kingdom, . 7 
But here we are encountred with many leruples and 
ction viz. i . 


1. That rheſechlldren were noe bro phe co Chriſt to be 


2 d, nor did he bapt ſciples do it, a ; 
was angry wich chem for bidding them to come. | bim, 
they therein hindred tha ocenſiom of his doing g 


ule the faich of the bringers was berein to | 
 Chri 1 


of ee to be delivered: 
Ie'srrue, t theſe children were bot b | 
ſomewhat higher theo it; nor read we thut be 
Chriſt baptiæc none wich wat ter himſe 
s baptz | whether 4 
2 


Now upon Chriſts words, j * 


* 


A 


3 


= . cher priſm, But tor the eniſſe of his 

probable it was th ir low choughts of them ; 

which he rebuked them for, is belt to be . —— he 
laich for cotrection of them, had his diſpleaſute been againſt them 
for letting him in doing good, or meerly eberiſh the bringers faith, 
&c. His ſpec che would have been to that purpoſe, they would 
haue contained the ground of his rebuking them, as uſually in all 


other caſey; ty do. But no w its evident they contain the freeneſs 


conſeqenc: of his bl fog, therefore their fault ly in the con- 
trary, their too low thoughts of chem, as if unmeet ani unwor- 
thy of Chrifts eure of them, and acting in bis Kogdom miniftra- 
rds them. And no doubt but much of the wiſdom and 
God and Chriſt is herein to be ſeen, inordetiog this 
ee that ſo he might take occafion to open his will to- 
wards them unto us, in that which he foreſew would be much 
queſtioned, and to order it to be ſo diligently recorded by three 
Evang- lifts, that under the mouth of three witneſſes, we mighc 
be more copfirmed in childrens right to the Kingdow, 'and ſo by 
onſequence co Biptiſm that takes them into it, and acknow- 
edges their right, and might not keep them out upon ſuch an o- 
Een ol them as the Diſciples had of them. As for theſe, it was 
not o material to baptize them, they yet being of the 
Zewiſh Cburch, and fo in the Kingdom by Cit cumciſion, and ef- 
pecially now when ne ther he nor his Diſciples were about bap- 
tizing, nor they brought to him for that (which as we ſaid per- 
haps they bad received before.) Tneſe things were done and ſaid 
rather for ioftruction to bis Diſciples, for their afcer- carrying on 
che buſineſs of the Kingdom, then for their A ava = oformati 
Speeches to hisDiſciples upon any fork been ſpecial eye 
cheir ficting for that ee. out rege ct tar di 


» Matth. 85 er e, ply inſti 
ud thou 


was inttruRive to ow eee ee 
Kingdom in thoſe matters tos : and this bod — follows 


"ay 
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0 the ai order the Apolil give hints 
ſtanding 71 5 Bip Ilm. Bue "of ATITT hat that 6. Fo reste 
then Baptiſm to them, und in his expr ps of the groi of 
inftructions about it, be holds forth a fair intimation of bis w 
and ground of their admiſſion in the Cturch-ſtate for the 3 
as well as formerly they were. Sure its a far more evident intim 
tion of that, then that ſaying, I am the God of br ham, &c. 
ws of the reſurrection of the dead to aby ording underſtand 
ing. The Commiſſion authorizing to diſciple all the en 
eizing them, and this telling us expreſly, That little children ave 
not to be kept from coming to him L of ſuch is the Ki ing 
dim: They together afford ſufficient ſouod i- 
pling, and admiſſion imo the K nge lo for — 
And I chink; the words here are fuch as might joſtlyo c 
Antip:dobsptiſts to ura their way whether it wi I no 
ther expoſe them to Chriſts indignation to deny admiffi 
the A them, chen zny Sin they cap produce give co. 
L 2 lour to deny it to them. 
But ſome ſay further, Had he given 2 Command to his Ape- Objecl. 2. 
* ſtles to baptize Infarts. He weuld rather have ſaid, Bring then — 
to me, then [uſfer them to be brought. | - 228 
He neither ſaith the one nor the other in termine , Jus ſuffer NT ak 1 
them to come to me. 
But neither ſay I, that here is an expreſs commund to baptize 
them, but a declared ground of their right thereto, and a pro 
: birion to hinder them that in faith bring them to Chriſty ſeeing 
of ſueh is the Kingdom into whichBaptiſm is an cutwardideclara- 
- tiveadmiſfion; and inprohibjring them to forbid their coming 
to bim, is 2c intimate inſttuction to idmit and let them come ia 
to hit; yes to further them therein. And I think none ei de- 
ny, that the coming to the people, or Church of Chriſt, to be un- 
der their care, and miniſtration is a coming to Chrift,-in and a- 
mongſtthemzs of old ;T hey bat jeyned themſelves 1wthe Charch 
of Gad, are ſaid to jan themſelves tothe Lord, 1/as.56. 3,6 
To Chriſt in his Church as there proteſting, covering, and beld- 
ing forth Hife to men, the fer vu of Chriſt do call men, te ſtiſj- 
ing both to [malt ant great, a as: are Ee Ads 26.22, 


4 5 PN one; Fe; | 4 

x : Sag 2 EM re * 1 „ . 8 PE 3 R = ; ; 
, ot brought by orners, as thelo were, would we keep 
"Oh vo, the Kingdom is not for you the grace 


reſt is not for ſuch little ones, nor to be teſtified towards 
em by diſcipling them, and admitting them into the Kingdom, 
till they appear to becleſt by ſhewing faith and repentance, We 
oy | cannot tell whether there be any cover or protection here for 
23 . them ? Is not this to rej: che teſtimony of Chriſt, that ſaith of 
5 ſuch is the, Kingdom of Heaven? Is this to cheriſh the faith of 
thoſe that bring them, or do we not therein rather ſay,T hey orre i» 
exirciſing ſuch faith, and/o With theſe Diſciples rebuke them * 
Surely we therein fulfilnot the Commiſſion that bids, Ds/ciple al 
©. the Gentiles, baptizing them. 

Objed.3. On bu: by this reaſon they ſhould have the Supper too. 
Anſm. That follows not: for its one thing to have the Kingdom gi- 
ven them, and fo be admitted into it; and another to have eve- 
ry O:dinance of the Kingdom. If they be admitted into it, and 
have the care and bleſſings of it, then have they that which they | 
have right to; then are they in part diſcipled, and pui into the 


IM) 


School, where protections, guidance, and learning is to be had. 
Ocher-things they are to partake of as they they grow fit tor it. 
„ ts the | 9 the Infants of old at eight days old Were admitted into the 
3 Do- Kingdom ſet up in Abrahams Family, and Iſrali Poſterity, 
&ors, Set elle though they Went not up to the Feaſts, til they were able to go 
Ainſw. n j their fathers bands, Every one to whom the Kingdom be- : 


ExoOd. 23.17. longs, and that are to be Diſcipled, and bapiized into it, is not 
Sce 3110 1 therefore by and by capable of every Octlioance and Office in it, 
ome Wo more then every one that is a Subject is therefore to have eve- 
ry ptiviledge of Subjecte, as children to make choice of urge 
ſes, &c. Again, there is a difference of Ordinances, ſeme are 
ſuch as in wbich in the form of them perſons are hut paſſive, as 
to be baptized, to be prayed for, and bleſſed, and ſach children 
are therefore more capable of; others are ſuch as in which per- 


ſors are required to be aQtive, as the eatng in remembrance of 1 

Chriſt, the praying for, and bleffing others, &c. Such children 9 

ate not capable of ; yea to the Supper there is an expreſs Com- f 

mand, Aoxyjprtro erbewn©: aulas, Let a man (in general that 

comes to it) examine himſelf; and ſo let him eat and drink: 8 "Hp 
0 


. 
—- 
58 
* 


ene comes to be biptized, hould firſt believe and repen 
and then be baptiz-d. Some indeed were e wich ris 
ſtruction, 7 ON they ſhould repent, Matth. 3, 11. and e bat ther 
ſoenld believe, Act 19.2. Bat its not (aid, That a man mult fir 
believe and repent, and fo be baptized, as laying that downifo! 
general rule, as its in the other examine” himſelf. Its again 
true, That Peter (peaking erer — te > rift, and hi 
way, and capable of ref bids then . * eh 
of them baptized into the Nane 
minded again, That he pen 587 ber 0 N 

ed. Chriſt, and thar could not or = 


S * their evil 
2. 1 5 00 ip 


phet e faule the people for . in Gods Co Sin 1 
wicked ways, bidding them, #/aſb them, and put away thei ev 

Ways, do judgment, relieve the oppreſſ; di and then come, i not 
ſafe from chence to gather that non m gh me into Gods Courts, 
till tbey had actually put away evil dec ds, did relieve the oppreſſed, = 
& c. and ſo exclude children of three years old, becauſe as yet un- * 
capable of ſuch actions; ſo is itunſafe from thence to draw 3 ge- 8 
eral rule, That none but perſons repenting muſt be baptized, be- 
cauſe he firſt bids thoſe perſecaters of Chriſt, repent, 
ſpeaks to them of Biptiſas. 3. Its alſo to be minded, though 


in 


exhorting them to repent. be ſpealis in the ſecond Perſon applica- 
tively, Repent ye, yet in ſpeaking of Baptiſm, he changes the 


phraſe, an d ſpeaks in the third Perſon, And let every one of you 
be baptized inte the Name of the Lord peſus, 2 phraſe chac may 2 
be of larger cenſtruRion then the former. Its not, Ni,, v "4 
ta ibi r das & duc, Let every one you repent, and * —_ -- 
tired: not fimply repent ye, aud be baptized, ook: and 
lit every one of you be baptized : 3 e Mou) 2 en tin 
come ye, wholly, all of you, of every 2 into the Pegs of Chrs 
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r eee ee 1 ef PP: 
both be baptized imo bis Name themſelves, ring theirs in 
with them, and fo erety one di them be baptized into the Name 
| of che Lord Jeſus. This is that that he would bave of them,” and 
and therefore lays down ſutable rea ſon, 7he promiſe # to you, | 
to your cbildren, &. Ii they repenting had not yeilded up their | 
children to Baptiſm, they had not Deen every one of thembap- 
tizzd into that Name; ſo that tant place may make more againſt f 
ſuch a rule then for it. I know that of Philip ro the Euruch is 
alledged, 4: 8.37. If thow belitveſt with al thy hears, thou 
mayeft : where ſoma gather, That no perſon may be bap:ized 
lawfully, but he that firſt believes with all his heart. 
But to that I anſwer, That (beſides the want of this verſe, 


* 
" 8 
0 L 


wholly in five Copies, (it is «bſerved by Bea, and others; and | 
chepmifſion of it by the Syriac and Arabic Inte preters which | 
doth ſome what weaken its authority) all that can be ſafely drawn 
: from thatexpreffion, is this, Thar it be hoves men of years that -1 
0 come to Baptiſm, to be rea!, cordial believers of the truth of that %. 
3 Doctrine, that they deſire Baptiſm into, and not to diſſemble with « 
1 God, and his ſervants, and deal hypocritics:ly in what they pre- 


tend to give credit to. And that per ons fo believing, be they of 

what Nation ſoe ver may lawfully be bap iz d. But its not ſafe 

to cone ude ther ce, That no perſon till actually ſo believing ma 

be baptiaad lawfally ; thu's more then Philip (if theſe were 

words,) ever faid that we find Negative concluſions from ſuch 

Affi matives, are not always iafely drawn. As to inſtance, God 

faich ro Alrabam. If there were fifty righteous found in Sodom, 

he would not de ſtroy it: yet we know: it was not therein couch- > 
ed as 2 truth, that unleſs there were ſo many he weuli deſtroy 

it, nor is it fafe wt rg that there were __ full out tt 

If th re were ten ſuch he would; nor is it ſafe to ſay, phone: 

but them that actually believe in Chrift, and that keep the Com- 
mandments (ball enter into life, ard be ſaved, and fo exclude all 
Infants as not actually capable hereof, becauſe Pax! ſays to the 
Jaylor, B-licue in the Lord eſus Chriſt and thou ſhalt be ſaved: 
and Chrift to the young man, Adarth. 19. If thou wilt enter imo 
life, 


a 


the * we Re lgic n, — 1 the burden ol ' thei | 
be circu.: eiſe d, and yet it followed 1 of then 
malc-{ced all aQually ſo willing, Seung: pre hows 2 how 
perſons of age never fore · brought up under, not ſote · inſtructed to 
the Name of Chriſt, upon their being inſtructed into it, to 
come, but lays down no general rule for Baptiſm, as if none till 
, ſo grown, and ſo believing, might be baptized z As er 2 
| bout the Supper contains a general rule for thoſe thut ate 
to it, the ſpeech being not opcly applicative to fon uy ber ſ 
a5 thoſe others are, but in the third perſon — 2 "I 5 
But the phraſe is, Not of theſe in the Kingdom , but of Objedd. 4. - 
| ſuch : that is, Ot ſach in reſemblanes and ſpiritual frame. - 
[ Had it been of thoſe, then we might have conceived the ſpeech Anſw.x. 
limited to thoſe, for ſome peculiar reaſon known to Chriſt, or to 
the children of the Jews only, that were members of that Church, 
| and therefore Chriſt ſaith not ſo, leſt we ſhould miſtake him, 
. But of ſuch. 


2. The word r generally ſignifies, Ejmſdem generic, ant 


. . 


ſpecies, or ejuſdem conditionis. Such in kind, _—_— 
and not metaphorical reſemblance only. We nſtane : .f 
before, and comparing Matth. 1 8.5. with A age ers Mark | 9 
9.37. it plainly appears, that r, ſuch a on inc udet, 757 G- - 
this very one, and ſuch like, in nature the only place thar-ſec 
have it in another fignifieation to me is that in 1 Cor. 15. 48. 
LG invegniC Toru x, u i,td : As i the Heavenly one, 
ſuch are they that are Heavenly : And! yet I think tnt | 

7 too, that ſuch are they, i then ſimply flerar! 
ſimilitude, even 2 = lit ,40d condition be. 
eee n un will raig 

be word unwarrantably b 
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:mply a doubting of the Verb, or act ſpoken of, As to inſta ce, 


Be wiſe as Serpents, innocent as Dove: : who ſees not that there 
is an implyed conceſſion that Serpents are wiſe, and Doves inno- 
=: | cent: and the ſpecch is all one with this, Be wiſe as Serpents 
bY are wi{e,&c. So Epbeſe2.3, We are by nature children of wrath, 
5 | as the reſt, that is, as the reſt are children of wrath, So Ephe/. 
5-29.20d 33. Let aman ſo love bis wife, even as bimſelf, and as 
Ciriſt tue Church. That is, 2s à man loves himſclf, and as 
Chriſt loves ot cheriſheth his Church. I might adde hundreds 
of ſuch ſpe: ches, yea ſometime the Verb is repeated, as eb 10. 
4. Seeſt thou as man ſecth, Pſal. 125. 1. As the Mountains arc 
round about feruſalem, ſo is the Lord round about thoſe that 
fear bim 5 Cc. And the word i receive] too is uſed of things of 
as little action as Infants, As the Altar is ſaid Ma, or s- 
SiZaR, to receive, or not receive its ſacrifices, 2 Chron, 7.7. 
And the Heaven Axa, t receive Chriſt, 4d, 3.21. Tea chil. 
dren are ſaid to have received circumciſion, Fobn 7. 20. The 
word there, I confeſs is, audrey, but A e and Sxam; arc 
ſometime indifferently uſed, as reggHy:12; in Act, 22.18. 15 all 
one With aaufdrey, Fohn 3.11.32. And ſo 5 A, tar live 
h iu Ah ohn 13.20, is the ſame with 5 Sexiuer©@- : 
vucs bh d, HAatth. 10.40. And that childrenof Coritti-- 
ans ac evciy whit as capable of receiving the external Goverr- 
ment of Chriſt” by Biptiſm, as the ewiſh ch Idren the Govern- 
ment of God by Circumciſion, we bavs before ſhewed ; as alſo 
how fit they are to receive the inſttuctions and form of Doctrine 
in the Kingdom of Chriſt, and lubmit themſ Ives thereto as they 
grow up. And it may be ſeen further in Timothy, Who of a child 
began to know the Scriptures, being trained up thereto by his 
Mother, and Grandmother, as is moſt probable ; and whether 
he might not be baptized in infancy too, is wholly uncertain, 
there is no appearance to the contrary. Paul found him a Diſei- 
pe when he firſt met with him, and he was but very young then, 
Als 16. 1,2. Cc. I am fare | Chriſtian Parents are to train 
up their children ic the Chriſtian, as well as che Jewiſh 
you in their way of infticution, Epheſ. 6. 4. But I paſs this 


But 


e 


Matte 18.11. 


refuſe ler * 4 _— 
pes nan ory world, which th 


8 bang mor chem to be u 
on, they may, yea ought to diſciple them, b p them, and 
training them up inthe inſtruction of the Lord, —— 
that their Parents were, or ate Turks, or Pa N Ch | 
Gn  _ domisfreefor Infants to come into, any nd 
* come axe to be entertained in it, and! not forbidden: They do well 
| ring them to it to be made Diſciples to ha and they do 
evilly that prohibit them. . 

then children of unbelievers as well us others may be 
4p But that your! beſt Reformed Churches 
Anſ(w. Its not the inward reality + faith ia the Parent hat intitles his 

children to the Kingdom; forof that here it is uncertain, whe- 
ther thoſe that brought thele children, or that were Parents to ”j 
them, did believe w their hearts in him, and were 


_ | Objeit.s 


'D Cider oath onto, 
5 | alſo: whence the Kir | ; 


for anyt bat themſelves will (as 1c I be — 
3 reel ing to bring up theirs in the — way wit 

. | - themſelves. Only this we ate to mind, that whom we admit, 
we. 


, 
dren up to that, and er 
to the care and e 
vedly tobe refuſed in this h 
by be diſcipled; or taken rig 
herein the ervancs of d are [ 
5 mens intentions, and ought ſeriduſiy to ac 

men, even as John did the Phariſees and Sa 

% Baptiſm. And as the Ap es the 


elves bel vers: to bring. 


ting into the more inward. 85 . his Kir 
the Wheat into his Garner, 


If 


Its 


pugh 2. Its not ſo much 
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in 1 Cor. i 0. 


i : fi ly anſ w 
: FOAMols in F 
are one body, ind one bresd dw 
may be true, though 185 men eats ! 
are one bread, and ane body, inalmuct keg 5 
J Diſciples that eat with Cori were many, o e 
| bread; and one body, inaſmuch as they all eat of | 
| : yet there were neither all the Church of Chriſt chi 
; men. Beſides, That one bread chat all that eat of, 3 
body and one bread by, may rather be interpreted 
then che breadin the Supper. So that there is as | 
they are of. the l 
\ That of ſu 4 
for ſuch, AI re | 
we pot a5 warrantably | igainſt all the Zeorew Doctc 8 
That no woman was to cat of , or did eat the Paſſo 
1(racl, us that no Infant was, or may be baptized, bet 
i being 2 meer poſitive Ordivance, me never ſaid, Ler wom 1 
of ir, or that BIN vs 3 its laid, Mone that 5 ii  WNCIrC umci- 1 
reached only te 5 
gregation 5 3 wes fy 
is uſed when then thers i is . 


litcle colour for including the women; 28 in 1 King. 12. 2,3. Be- 
ſides, They mig ht all keep the Feaſt of unleavend bread, by ab- 1 
ſtaining from leaven, and yet not by eating the Paſſover Lamb, | 
| | | All 
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without h 
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warrant for this; for i 
 venant with Cir 


atory Sacrifice is remaining, of 
vertue of that char u (hed, is no 
e only is left to us 


were by 
fore; elle alt 


þ and yoke of Chriſt 
Hatt h. 28. 19, 20. 
cifior o brio under the profe! 
ben. of thy el Seed yet to come, and not as then 
com: but Baptiſm is to bring-men-ander the profeſſion of 4 + 
ed 


with God in 
'#p the ſoul to the day of  Re- 
+ 20,21, So that nothing more 
then was in Circumcifion to de- 
4. There 


R 


leſas, 
cheus, Ln | 


- 4 
» 
Fa 


though in point of faith nothing differing from tham, ſo that ies 


ſeem to me to need rather to returne back again from that 


and his way of Bapriſm then into the Name of Cnriſt. And where- 
as formerly Baptiſm into Chriſt was the note of diſtinction be- 
tween thoſe that acknowledged Chrift the Son of God, and S1- 
viour of the world, and looked for ſalvation by him; and them 
that believed not ſo, but worſhipped either Heathen Idols, or 
God in another name, and not in Chriſt: now they make it n 
diſtioRion from the generality of them that profeſs that Name, 
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the Name of Baptiſm that they run out withal, and baptiſe into, 
crying, Oh this is Baptiſm, an excellent and needful Baptiſm. 
Its not the Name of Chrilt that they make the proper Character 
of their Chu: ch, and which they are diſtinguiſhed from others 
by, for that they had as much before perhaps, and others have as 
ſubſtantially that profeſs and own not another baptiz ing. Such 
their Baptiſm, then to preſs others to be baptized therein- 
to, 28 if it was the neceſſary thing in which men are to have fal- 
vation. 

7. And indeed herein alſo Biptiſm and Circumciſion agree, 
That as that was the Note of diſtinction (Circumcifion I mean, 
a5 witneſſing the righteouſneſs of the faith, and obliging to the 
Law) between the Church of God, and all other people 
that all that were circumciſed by vertue of that appointment 
God, were reputed the //-ae/ of God according to profeſſion ; 
though of different Tribes, Nations, and ways of worſhip, (as ; 
after happened between the ten Tribes, and the two, and ſo the 
Samaritans,) ſos that though; upon theirerriog; fromthe Law, 
and right form of worſhip, they wete no therein. to be joyned 
withall, yet upon ſight of their errour, and idolatry, and re- 
nouncing it, they might be tectived into unity of worſh'p with 
them that rightly worſhipped, without a be urging or altera- 
tion of their former Circumciſion, although done in thoſe times 
that they or their Fathers worſhipped not atight according to 
the Law which it obliged e So Baptiſm diſtingu (hes, and was at 
firſt che badge of diſtinction between the Church profeſſiag tbe 
faith of Chriſt, and worſhip —_ accorcing to him, and all 

others, 


Object. 


practiſe; 
So tat eee ; 
enough for arguing ; 1 the Apoſile — * 
cd, it being 2 cler eale that children ue to be ſubjeRtad to - 
Chriſt, and brought up in bis nurture and admonition: So thai 
the leis need of an ex s Command in a cafe ſo like to what 
waspractiſed conſtantly before; and which ſuceceded that of Cir- 
cumeiſion too eſpecially, 25 to us Genviles. They being now to 
be taken by Bapriltn into 4br abews family, or Church, propoga- 
ted by the holding forth of his faith, who formerly were to have 
been not lo talen io, and joyned to them but by Cireymeiſion : 
Nor marrered it againſt this that they were lor a time 
os the r e w for ſo was Solomon anointed during Da- : 
— yet his Succeſſour, and fo the Af 
_ Miniſtration to the Church, did 
his Aſcenhon. Nay, there being no 
* of taking in eildeen inexpreſs or In- 
plyed terms, Ts 
lowing way 


of chat order in the fol- 
of xdmiſfion. Yea, his telling us that the Ki 
wo tnebas thols — bim, and expreſs bi 
his Diſciples diſciple all the Gentiles, baptizing them, —— 
to little leſs then a poſitive expreſs Order 55388 F 
Now whereas ts obje@ted further, that Bapeiſm and Cir- 
cumcifion pertain to divers Covenants: The former to a Cove- 
nant made with Abraham, and hiscarnal feed ; This is to Chriſt, 
and his ſpiritual ſeed. That was a Covenant of carval promiſes, 
eee e roy Thi a Covenant of ſpiritunl promiſes and 
heavenly enjoyments: therefore none ſhould be admitted into 
the Chriſtian Church but ſpiritual Rones, real believers. As Cir- 
cumeiſion yas upon carnal Infants, or natural children: fo ſhould 
Baptiſm be upon ſpiritual Iofants, new-bern babes in 1 
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1. The Covermtm that God made to Ahrabam 

cumcifion was annexed ln che figne of it, wan a ſpit 

comazining moſt hexverily and ſpirituil promiſes; 


and hit ſeed ſhould all the Nations br bleſſed, Gen. 13.3. which 
the Apoſtle calls the Goſpel; d to bim, Gal. 3.8: Thet God 
would be his God, and the Gol of his ſeed, and that he ſtouli be 
the Father of many Nations. The former of which is the moſt 
ſpiritual promiſe ſer before the believing Gentiles, 2 Cor. 6.16. 
ro be their God. A promiſe rexchinp beyond this life, even to the 
ſtare of Glory. Whence Chrift proves by this very priviledge of 
Abraham, Iſuac, and Jacob, That the dead ſhallviſe, vorn thoſe 
dead perſons, Matth. 22. 31,32. And the Apoſth tells us tha 
upon it is grounded, or therein is contained Gods providing them 
the Inheritance it ſelf, even that _ or ſtate of with his 
ſeed, that xs yer he hath not received, or had not in h life titne ; 
Fer they died in faith, not having received the promiſts, Heb.11. 
13,14;15,16, Lea, what greater glory or priviledge is [et before 
us Chriſtians, or ſhall be inherited by us in the New-Ferm/alow 
then this ? He that overrometh, hall inherit all things, and I will 
be his God, and he ſhall be my Son, Revil. 21.7. And they ſhall be 
bis people, and God himſelf all be with them their Ged, ver 4. 
And for the making him a Father of many Nations, this che Apo- 
file tells us, rakes in the ſpiritual Seed, even all the belitvers 
through the Goſpel, or Word of promiſe revealed to him, and now 
more fally to us in Chriſt Jeſu. Yea at length the world, Rom. g. 
12, When they ſha'l all remember, andturn to God, Pſul. 22.27. 
And ſure his giving him Chrift to be his Seed, tha ul Nations 
ſhould be bleſſed in, and by vertue of union with him thaltitudes 
out of all Nations, and in due ſeaſon the generality of all rhe Ni- 
tions to be his Seed, was no carnil, but a moſt ſpiritual bleſfing; 
nd fo the Apoſtie ſets it he fore the Gentiles, as a m2ſt ſpirirunl 
bleſſing, to be the Seed of Abraham according to promile , 
and to have him the Father of us all, Gallat. 3.29, Rom. 
A., 16,17. 5 7 f 5 : F 
But we find that God promiſed to take him exceeding fruit - 
ful, and to give him the Land of Canaan, ind this latter called 
the Covenant, Pſal. 105. 8,9, 10, 11. * are not theſe INE” 
nal? 2 8 | e 
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ir 
both ways true: God made him exceeding froieful, 25 A ſpiritual 


Father, or as by the Word of promiſe given unto him, and held 
forth by him, and in bis poſterities many were born to the faith 
of him, and by union with Chriſt (who zccording to the fi:(h 


deſcended from his loins, and was held forth in his faith or do- 


Arine) came to be his children, who alſo are made fruly Kings 
unto God. And the Land of Canaan was not only nor fo much 
the Land in its then eſtate ; for ſo neither he, nor //aac, nor 74- 
cob, (nor many of his ſeed) had it in their life times: For he gave 
him none inh:ritayce in it, no not to ſet hu foot upon, All 7.5. 
They lived rot to enjoy it for their portion, and though his ſeed 


after the fl. ſh had it, and dwelt in it, yet that was but 4 litile 


while, Iſai. 63. 18. whereas in the Covenant it is given for an 
everlaſting poſſeſſion Therefore ſure the Glory of Chriſts King- 
dom in it is the thing mainly promiſed, and ſo in the reſtauration 
of all things they (hall poſſeſs it, even the fpiricuz] Seed, 
when made new, and in a new and glorious way, in 
the New-}erwuſalem, When become the joy of the Whole 
Earth. 

2. Thcugh theſe promiſes were fulfilled carnally, out of his 
Joins naturally Kings and Princes came, and many of his natu- 
ral Seed had, and dwelt in the Land, yet that would not make 
the Covenant to be carnal : for if promiſes of carnal mercies in a 
Covenant make it caros), then the Covenant in Chriſt now is 
carnal too, for therein alſo is the promile of this life, as well as 
of that that is to come, 1 Tim. 4.8. Thence the Apoſile, Epheſ. 
6.3. applyes that carnal promiſe of the Land of Canear with a 
little alteration to children of the Gentiles now: That thou may- 
eſt live long in the carih: anſwers to that, That thou mayeſt 
live long in the Land that the Lord tby God givetb thee. Thoſe 
temporal promiſes then cannot make it to have been a carnal Co- 


venant, no more then the adding of promiſes for the things of 


this life makes the Covenant in Chriſt a carnal Covenant. In- 
deed the Mediation and Miniſtry of Moſes, as a Miniſter of the 
Old Teſtament given by kim, was exerciſed more immediately 
about thoſe carnal promiſes, as Deut. 28. 1.14. As Types of the 
more heavenly things, (even as his Law was an injunRion of 
typical carnal Services, and ceremonial Obſervations, Heb. 98, 10.) 
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To which the Miniftration „ and M-diation of better 
promiſes, He6.8. 5,6. is oppoſed (as is evident throughout the 
Epiſtle, ) and not to the Covenant and Promiſes made with A- 
brabam, to which Circumciſion was firſt annexed. 

3. Though Circumcifion obliged to the Obſervation of Mo. 
ſas Law, when it was given, yet (as the Apoſtle tells us} it was 
2 (cal nor ſo much of the carnal promiſes, as of the righreouſ- 
neſs of Abraham's faith: wuz, That God would rickon them © 
the Seed of Abraham, and impate righteouſneſ; to them, as 10 
Abraham, in ſo believing, Rom. 4. 11,12. 23. So that the Co- 
venant as circumciſion was annexed to it as x Seal was rather as 
it was a Covenant of ſpiritual promiſes: even as to ſuch promi- 
ſes Baptiſm eſpecially wi:neſles, | 
- 2, The Seed of Abraham interefted in, and heirs of this Co- 
venant, arc, and were always not a carnal as ſuch, hut a ſpiritual 
Seed: Though 2 multiplication of his carnal ſeed alſo was pro- 
miſed in the Covenant, as to his own particular, yet the proper 
heirs of the Covenant in the righteonſneſs of the faith that cit- 
cumeiſion ſcaled, were only a ſpiritual Seed, the Sons of pro- 
miſe. The Apoſtle is clear for this, when he makes Chriſt the 
Seed, to whom the Covenant or Promiſes were made, and that 
is Chriſt perſonally and wyſtically. Gal. 3. 16.29. If ye be Chriſts, 
then are ye Abrahams (ted, and heirs according to the promiſe. 
And ſo in Rem,q.12.16. Abrabam is Father not only of them 
that believe being circumciſed, but of thoſe that are Gentile- 
believers of the nncircumciſion alſo : They that are of the ſteps 
of the faith of Avraham, Whether circumciſed, or uncircum- 
ciſed, they are the Seed, and the promiſe ts ſure to all them. 
And what more plainly then that in Rom. 9. 6. 8. That not all 
that are of Iſrael, therefore are Iſrael ; nor becauſq they are A- 
brabams ſeed are they therefore children; but the children of 
the promiſe, they are counted for the ſeed: that is, They that 
are born of the promiſe, or grace of God held forth inthe pro- 
Wiſe or Goſpel of (thrift : For in his death and reſurretdt ian, 
the promiſe is ſaid to be performed to ns that was made to Abra- 
ham, Acts 13. 32, 33. There is no branch in the Covenant of 
Abraham ſealed and confirmed to all the natural feed of Abra- 
ham, us their proper legacy and portion that God would not 
fail co give them abſolutely, no not in the things that were but 
L 3 external: 
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to Abrabam, and they thamſcives were in à part the fulfilling 
the Covenant to him. But thoſe things that Abrabam hath beirt 
id after the Covenant, (heirs of the Covenant promiſes) were not 
as eg after the fleſh, but after the Spirit, Chrift, and his 
mem 5 

3. That Covenant made with Abra bam, is the fame that the 
believers of rhe Gentiles ate under, and its performed in them, ani 
to them. In them as his ſeed in Chriſt, to them as God is their 
God, and they bis people, and (hall have the Ner- feraſalem, 
and ¶ anaan with him; 2s they are bleſſed with him in remiſſion 
of fins, and righteonſnefs. And this flows from the former, For 
F they be bu ſeed, and beers, then inberiters of bis bleſſings, 
Gal. 3. 14. And if not fo, then not his ſeed, and beirt, if whar 
they enjoy, or are intereſted in, are other riches then thoſe given 
to him. Indeed this is peculiar to him, That he is Father of us 
all that brlieve, even of Nations; and ſo that Chrift in 


whom the ſeed it choſen, and 3 # hit Son according to the 
e 


fleſh, and was to come of bis ſeed after the fieſb, Though in this 
latter the peculiarity is not bis from all others, for many of his 
feed allo had it with him, but from multitudes of his feed, and 
others that had not ſo. But the Scripture is expreſs, That the 
uncircumoygd Gentile-believers have intereſt im the ſame Co- 
venent in her things, in that it calls them, e und u- 
ae of the ſame Body with the believing ſ ems, and par- 
rakers of the promiſe in Chriſt ; graffed into the ſame rost with 
them, and partakers of the ſame ynice and ſap; not of other, 
but the ſame : thence fellow-heirs, and brethren, Abraham 
being the Father of them all, in reſpett of the Covenant, In- 
deed che Adminiſtratiom or holding forth oi the Covenant, and 
means for nurturing men up in the expectation, (and en joyments 
ol it in ſome beginnings) wers divers. There the heirs were u2- 
der ehe Law, and all the ſeed of Abrabam ter the fleſh were 
to be trained up in that of under types and ſha- 
dows pointing to Chriſt, now under the Goſpel- declaration 
in a plainer way, and more ſpiritual, wich ſuch Ordinances, 28 are 
annexed 


Pe” + 
9 


* i b to Abra- . 
| | hos according to th: Spirit, was, and is one and the fame in fub- 
5 Kance, otherwiſe now, then then in irs declaration. They 
were always born of the and noe of the Law, though 
| , and after. And the Goſpel 
: was the ſame as preached to them, und unto us, the ſame in ſub- 
fiance : viz. That in Abrabam and hu ſeed all the Nation of 
the earth ſhould be bleſſed ; not in the works of the Law, but in 
3 To the e . ich the Law 8 ta- 
away all poſſibility end bleffing in them- 
felves, while it difcovered d their fing, and ſhowed them their obli. 
Seed was preached as to come, ore wetrendy cement yeaſt. „ 
Sr ed for ſaving us: But always of thac Goſpel, or Word of Gods 
free-grace, were the true Seed begott : they were in ll times 
the believers, and not the workers for life and trufters in their 
works: Andie word of faith was ahways Jeſus Chriſt, or the 
Seed that is Jeſus Chriſt, Who was yeſterday, to day, and the ſame 


for ever. 


| Theſe things being conſidered, that difference beſore odjeRted 


both ef chawi the ſeveral ſexfons have been upon a ne 
and upon 2 carml too. Circameifion was upom # carnal ſeed 
Iſmael, * natural 7/rae/ites upon 2 at 
W to the Lord ip lovetohis Name, Ir, : 


from this wrong conception, that the one and the other, are 
ſeals of the Covenant, as due to the parties figned with them: 
which we have ſhewed before to be an errour : Circumciſion 
ſcaled bu: the righteouſneſs of Abrahams faith held forth to 
them, not the tighteouſneſs of each perſon e rcumeiſed, and his 
enjoyment of tha Covcneat, otherwiſe then upon condition of 
his lo believing as Abrabam did: neither doth Baptiſm witneſs 
the faith of the party baptized, or that he is an heir of promiſe, 
but to Cariſt, and the fait hſulneſs of God in performing his pro- 
miſe in Chtriſt: that we are ſinners in our ſel ves, and need clean- 
fog, otherwiſe not fit for fellowſhip with Cod; but that there 
is in Chriſt a cleanſiag and propitiat ion made ready for us, that 
he takes away the fin of the world; and chat whoſo believeth in 
him, turning from all other things to God, by him (hall meet 
with righteouſvels, and forgiveneſs: they are bothof them Or- 
dinances of the out ward Court, or of admiſſion into the out- 
ward Regiment of Chriſts Kingdom, in which men are to wait 
npon him for inſttuct ions and teacbings to ſalvation ; and there- 
fore it faith men ſhould believe in him, and having belieyed,thar 


formance of the bleſſing of Abraham unto them. The Bapti/m 
with the Hely Ghoſt, is indeed upon the ſpiritual Seed only, (if we 
grant them in Heb. 6. 4,5. to have been ſpixitually born) ſcaling 
them up to the day of Redemption: but the out ward Baptiſm is not 
ſo limited, it being a more carnal thing acted upon the l:(h. Nor 
ſay I that perſons (Infants, or others) are to be baptized upon 
this ground, chat they are in the Covenant, and hers of it in a proper 
ſenile : but becauſe Chriſt being Lord and Saviour hath ſalvati- 
on and forgiveneſs in him for them all, and they are to ſubmit 
unto him, and be trained up for him, that in minding and hold- 
ing faſt his ſayiogs faithfully they may become heirs, and inheri- 
tors of his Covenant, and Kingdom; as to that purpoſe we find 
ohn inſtructing the people that came unto his Baptiſm, That 
they night be made mett to inherit with the Saints, or to receive 
the Bapii/m of the Holy Ghoſt, and be gathered into the Garner, 
Luke 3.10,11,12,13,14. Matth. 3.9, 10, 11,12. And we find 
him baptizing Publicans, Souldiers, Phariſees, Sadduces : yea, 
the generality of the people, concerning whom he never faith, 
7 That 
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they ſhould yet go on to do fo, and they (ball meet witha per- 


1 3 1 n 


7 
N 


c 
1 


Wo: 


ne ER RES REED Car 
o IDEK 3 . 


had grown in wit Pro- 

ſelytes) but all that „ they 3 were + og 

the Covenant firſt tendred to them, and indeed conditionally made 
: | with them; and they were under that part of it that aforded di 


re&ions and means to them to become of the ſpiritual $ 


The Doctrine of the 4-ſſas, aud the ſalun — bin ( 5 
5 explicated by the Prophets in their ſucceding generations 
"Ay that added Docttine for Precepts and Ceremonies far i 
= | unto __ EIT ſhurting them up io fin fr = confi 
2 hee be _ to 1 5 de ot | 


is clear to mein Jer FRG. 4 
to hear the words of. 
to every one that 8 Wente e 
An them, when be brought them out of Zgype, ſay- 
ing, Obey 2 voice, and ſo ſhall ye be my people, and J will be 
MD your God, I may perform to you the Oath that Lſware to 
= your Fathers to give them, 4 Land flowing With milk. and 20 
* ne. What more dear then that the Covenant of Gods 

= God unto them, and taking them for a people, and the — 
abſolutely promiſed to Abraham, and his ritual Seed, were -\ 
i y made and propounded to them that were the na- 

tural ſeed wa family of Abrabam ; yes, and fe he was alſo 

with them to protect and keep them, yea, to circumciſe their 
wr, ROO them nearer to him, while they were winh him: 

but in forſaking him, and hardening their hearts againſt him, be 
allo "withdrew trom om doing them good, P/al.$1.9,10, 
11, Cc. 2 Cbren. 15. 2. Pſal95.6,7,8.4S9 that in this ſence they 
were federats, in the Covenant, it was held forth to them 

on condition of walking in the Reps of Abrahams faith and 


: obedience 


poly made, were xs we hi 
grace tha: walk noe the it 


23.37. as 
him, Were ol 


upon ref? 


and unchurching, Aarrb. 10. 14,15. ind 1 1.21,23 23,24 
19.44” And by his chat when they (ball come in, the w 


tion ſhall come in togerher, Lei. 66,4 but now moft of them 
refuſed him, and his K Where! 


death) ir pleaſed God rejcQing thet 

tion unto all people Wand: to end val | | 

a Commiſſion for bri ing in all Nations. into his houſe, 2b 

they had to invite the Jews that were forbidden, ; « 
ſ perform his Covenants 

2 5 of mob 


bat)ba ptizing thew,and teaching them to obſer, 
which 2 but) which 1 have — you. 
M2. 


8 


at of the Apoſtle, in "Rom 11016,17. in 
Abraham, 1 re acob, ns having the 
Covenant, — Hh and Worſhip of God to a root, and the 
members of that Chu · ch or people in that faith or profeſſion to 
branches growing upon that root, whereof ſome he ſays aro 
xdla eber, according to nature, born of them, and brought up 
ro that faith and profeſſion : Others, r hien, beſides na- 
ture, by nature branches not only of other parents, but origi- 
zally, or naturally, ſpringing and growing "up (anger: (al Reli- 
10, and ſo wild. Now he tells us ſome of t dole DIAL 8 
1 off through unbelief, namely from unity with 4 
* &c. in the priviledges and bleſſings derivable unto then io, and 
. through the Covenant and Kingdom e from being 
A | owred of God as members of their Family, and ſubjects of 
1 Kingdom, in which the faith and oath of Abraham are 
- rightly held forth, and where Gods protection is ingaged, and ſo 
Mg fellowſhip too with them that are thereof, and therein, and 
whom as. yet God had not rejected, and raft. out there-frow. 
_ Which SubjeQts with their priviledges were of a double rank: 
Vit, 
wy 1. Thoſe that ate born of the faith of 8 begotten un- 
to God, be lievers in him as he was; and to them by vertue of 
the Covenant appertained the ſpecial preſence and bleſſing of 
God in juſtifying, ſanRifytg, owning peculiarly and abſolute- 
ly as his people, and anking ont himſelf to them as their God to 
eternal life, 
—- 2. Such as were brought 1 the tenders of the Covenant, 
3 with whom God was dealing, and whom he was inſtructing to 
EE hear and liſten to him, and ſo conditionally holding forth the Co- 
venant to them, but not overcome as yer, to be of his ſpiritual 
Seed, to believe and walk in faith as ef . them 
the ; 5 0 


forth there 28.1 therewith, and ſuch a diſpenſation of of bis pre- 
ſence, and operation of his Spirit with them, as — rk 
which,andfollowing on after him therein, they might be 5 


c© 


4 


3 


# 
* 


5 tebellions of 2 wm Forefar 
from thoſe ordinantial priviledges' 8 
nof God therewith a dedt | 
| rs of participating of that juice and ſy 
i ritual Seed, much more from the enjoyme — 
| thoſe things themſelves. As mary of chem in their particular per 
ſons had bee + before-time more ſecretly and indiſcernably for * 
their tryin in the receipt of, and ſubjectioc 10 be Dy 5 
held Abraham, and i io aſe b | 
his {er BINS w 25 | 
their meſſage being ſent from them, (to whom God uſed for- | 


merly to ſend his Prophets) to the Gentiles, und not only the 
promiſes held forth to tbem, but the Church-forweftate and privi- 
ledges delivered to them. And this is to be minded, that cho 

| - thing moſt evidentlyſpokento ig bis buſineſs of bre⸗ g 
and g in, 1s that Church-ftate which is more vil 
outwar Le gf erat 8 
thereto; and not as ſome ſay, The inv 

favour by. lection, for that 


a 5 ſoalt by be | 


c doth not that diftinRtion 4 
and others. graffed i in agg query, natural, and 


- 


ther R's 
7.647,8. and 10.15. 


are more or leſs naturally in 


ewrmaturally ſprang up under, 
e, for to . only ſpiri- 
regard by nature 


ity of ſome 
"its plain that unto. 


Epheſ. 2. 13 


not their own, for wen ne ever f 
unbelief in th 70 al:lves, no | 
agree to them, unlels wi * are all lark. 
16.16. Luke 13.46. In pre elie oy n -parents dba te eject 
the Goſpel, and irs Ocdinances, do of neceffity deprive EN In- 
| f, unleſs anew gra in apaio, 3 that thoſe be- 
licving parents l not in their v ay. Now if their natural In- 
fants were natural branches of the E Olive, ac ding in 
the branchſtate, till re jecters actually, then they muſt ha 
ordinary badge of branches, that is, the external Baptiſm 
which I have yet met with no colourable plex to depr ve any 
branch. not yet by actual refuſing and unbelief, breaking off himſe'f 
there:from, nor by others before off-broken : for I think all grant 
that, that whoſoever is of the Church yiſibly as to bis right to 
him Baptiſm may not be denyed by us. To wh ch il we adde 
that the partition Wall broken down. between Few and 
Gentle, eipecjally the believers of both, that which appertains 
by way of priviledge to the one, as to matter of Church-ſtate 
zpp:reains equally to the other, We ſhall concude that their In- 
tants are branches too by vertue of their parents oztural zing or 
infition, and ſo have the like right co Bptiſm. For chat this 
branch-ſtate is the ſtate of viſible Churchiag ko Gy 30d, |, and of . 
right to the res ws flowing there / from i. 
root thereof laid in Abrabam, and not 15 i oy fo ſome, 
the inward inviſible ſtate of union with Chriſt, and election, we 
have in part ſhewed before, and ſhall (becauſe that's the main 
thing that 11 colourably wake . what is here laid) be fur- 
thet prove 
2 what hath been faidt may be added, Tharif 1 rhe ſtate of 
branch(hip here ſpoken of, was a ſtare of eternal choice and 
to eternal life, which the Gentile branches are afficmed 
| have hers, then might they rejoyce agaiolt the Zews, as in a 
leſs fearful caſe of ſtandiog ; the em ftood ſo as to be broken. 
off, bur . in in no capacity to that, thaz is iodoed in- 
graffed i in; whereas 6 tells ns, 7 bat heir ſtanding i 
this branch ſbip 2 by faith; ſous it | they reje& t it, Cod: v 
emoff too : Nay be uſes it asa0 Argument of a 
fear, That they Were branches beſide nature, and the 5 by 


to 
p 5 wp urder 


1 a8: But irs for the in 
that that they te now — uit 
tell us, that he ſpeaks oot here of the em 
according to their ca toward the 
now thrown off from 


alſo. Such a ſtate of faith 

s put this branchſhip in could 
* low zpainſt this they have this 
o be broken off nr med to 


. 


oy never io, Nay, to! 


3 


no terrour, not ſhew 0 
but never were ſo, 


taken away, "Sc." 
but is not ſo at 15 : 


in him, * 
indeed : not con 


. fomepa take of ſpirit 
t The, as to bear leave; only 
1atth.13.20. Heb. 6.5, 6. But I hall not 
paper about ani wering ſo fond x EY | 
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ing, in the next * onfider briefly of th 
I Cor. 14. where the Ap ; Tha 1 
one of their parents a believer, are ( 
Gentiles were made by the 8 king 417 | roll, 4 
Att 10. 28. 4%) holy. Sure 8 to the more ſpecial care of Cod, and propri- 
allenged in them by God, then in other children whoſe pa- 
unbelie vers, they being us i born to God. 
T be wife that bclieveth not, bein #7 
ide BIA in 3 that belit veth: (For ol ſuch'i s plai 
lum and ſo ſome Copies alſo expreſs it,) Mhich is not only leg 
3 mterptetec ( or ſo they vere enel 
belore one of them believed, when yet its never ſaid of t 
dels, that either of them is „ [anti] id is the other, ) bur alſo ſet 
apart, or ſeparate d in reſpect of ook - #he ps rocr. 
holy ſeed, Exra 10.2, And yet this is ber ſelf, | 
Husband, be — 4 is er part to . ind be 


puts upon ber as to hay Alon of — to procreate for 
God. 4 F Vl | the holineſs of the P Alte unto the 7 a ro 
liberty to cat of 1 the holy things, did pus A ſanltit) ; | 
Wives, as to that liberty, who otherwiſe perhaps might not b. 
eaten of rn go cher . And fo its for the other pare, 


P ti th * 5 and 7. 7 ir children ſhould not be 
3 pe 2 ft to live With them. or 
® robe adevitied into the Congregation of the Lord, as Felde. 
that were born of ſtrange women, Ezra Io. pn (ag 
And 2 as the 7ews call CDMDD' which we © 34. 
Deut. 10. 2. but indeed were ich a Tr 11 of rang 
ſame e was in 1 the 2 viſe, er l 5 
- women, . # that theſe mu ated, and. | 
f . believers, at Well at the flras ſp men thore N 
Fews, then is there the ſame courſe to be abe with yo 
dren as With theirs, they may not live with you », 
of the Lords Congregation no more then wee might, l 3 


but 
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out chuldrer abeing! ho 6 Thad b it ob- 

t 471 ifi-s chal Mary, in I The: 4. and there - 
erg fic 1 legitimate: which ſeem: 

ny Re 8 for 47% . thence ſhould 0 ſignifie 
ane fax " plied to children while 51 in — 


when never ſo — 

Belide, 3. There is no ſuch cauſe of ſuch confidencs. a1 ſee is 
uſed in that s ffir mation of 4yiaou@,, 6 gaifying chaftity in that 
place. I think 2yro; (1 fpnifics chaſte, — not 47% in any place of 
the New Teſtament, but as chaſtity is included nech ſſarily in ſan- 
ctity. Its thrice ſedi in hat Chapter, verſes 3.4. 7. and Iam 
(ure its ſignification is larger then chaſ ity in the _—_ for its 
1 to proline 19 ge | ng Z Ly brocher 


34 3 
holineſs, buti in 


or body might well be thera oh oled. Mitel . 0 bs Roe 
enlarges the uſe of the body in holineſs further them to chaſtity 
to be in Rom 6. 19. 22 up 


to ſay that es chere es, 4 e ani. I: and 
the Government 7 bus. boly Spirie .d ther ot inthat, v 
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l Cor. 6. 15. I by A mem- 
bers of Chriſt, {givennp ho bu holpt or him, and | for bis ſerwviee, 
and glory,) an 4 ra be tte hab of, -bug_Spirst, (ſure that's 
3 Shak the wembers of Obriſt, 
and mats them the. Au rp herbs? that's a pt 
them in ſpecial. We might then as well ſay that for — bodies 


to be the members of of Chriſt is only to be hafte, becanſe chat's 
oppoſed 


JDDC 


oppoſed to fornication, asf 
ach fgnifies but ſo much: 
then chaſtity fimply conſidered, 
may be a vertue : Amongſt the 
ſons, as Lucretia and others, but 
40, 2 holy conſecrating their bodies : 
that re pect an avoyding and deteſtation of for 
tery. So that here is yet nothing of force agair 
bout 4 that it is een word, attrib 


— 4 is 


ot 2 3 
tof this or that 


n either this or 


tur branches, 


ſo had 15 to - nc : 5 3 
d to baye che means af- 155 


by: *There= 
them be bapti- 


wed 2M 


2 ” 


ed into the Nam? of the Lord Feſws-jor thi emiſſion of fine, 
and th: y ſhowld receive r prom + of the Holy Gheft ſet before 
them, the promiſe being #0 them and their children, &. In 
which the Apolile doth not preſctibe a Rule for all char (hould _ 
be bop, ee eee ſuch one before he may 
be baptized ; but tells us What hindered and letted their being 
bapt zed into the Name of Chrift, and ſs coming unto th enjoy. 
ment of theprowiſe, vic. their evil thoughts of Chr iſt, and 16- 
j.Rtions of him and his Doctrine: So long as they ſtood out 1. 
aioſt him, ar d cams not under his Government, they de 
themſelves of the means of their Salvation, and of 1 
of God; He bids them thert fors Repent 
thoughts) viz. of their unbeleeving and evil carr 
Chrilt, whoſe Name they hitherto would Hot OW 
45 they would not own his Name, n 
ſubmit to it, and 


. 

ind rd Ne NAG . 

and ey ebdeavot to | 
therefrom, ns it's oviceng in wh of the — 


have relation to all t 
E 


3. * ws oozes. andy eures 0 
is faid to be. : 6 ” 
4. How the promiſe was to NYE and en ben 
5. Upon what account it was to them and to their chudren. 
8. Who are meant gs that are afar off. And, 
7. Why that is added, and whereto it pertains, ſo mary as 
- the Lordour God ſhall call. 
For the firſt, I conceive it's clear, that it is added as a reaſon 
oth the duties exhorted to, and the afſerting of the benefit 
propounded as certainly to be met with therein : 28 if he ll hon 
ſay,Repent ye of your oppoſition and gra, $C 
for the promiſe is to you; and by oppoſing and re jcRing um 
deprive your ſelves of the enjoyment thereof: 14 every ot 
you alſo be baptized into his Name for the forgivenels of | 
the promiſe is to you and to your children 3 and that Baptiſ 
to his Name will borh 3 Farc repentaneeo 


ir is more 5 an and direQtly 2 — _ 5 


tired i into t briſt, chen ben of -pentine | thi 8 8 
gainſt him, in this ſence: char it's n ground ff rep ning more ac- 
cidently, as they to whon it is propounded, "and "that are to be 
ſubjected, diſciple and baptized into Chrift, are found actually 
ſtraying in ſome evil way, from which they muſt firſt turn, and 
of which they muſt neceflarily firſt repenr, or elſe they cannot be 
ſubmitters to Chriſt, nd — diſcipled and baptized into his 

25 was the caſe of theſe men of grown yea, to whom dhe Abe: 
file (peaks: ſo that it's tho ground and reaſon of calling upon 
them to repent ; as Repentance was the Removens probibens, 
the removal of the hinderanes of ſubmiſſion to Chriſt in his Or 
dinance of Baptiſm, and in the after-adwiniftration of his K 

dom to them: Whereas directiy the promiſe, and mens title to 
it (ſuch as is here ſpoken of, and we 0 Chal by and byex 

gives ground of, and calls for mens ſubmiſsion, and being. 

pled to Chriſt for the receipt pf it, and ſo of being baptizod into 


his 
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fore I paſs from it, I might note the blindneſs and groſs miſtakes 
of ſome men, though very bold and confident in their aſſertions, 
23 of him who is not aſh1med to ſay, That God gives unrege- 
te nerate men no hope at all, but bids them expect the juſt ven- 
* peance of eternal fire, that the thundering of damnation ro ſuch 
* 1s the only way to bring them to ſalvation, gives them no in- 
** coursgement to enter the ſtrait gate, that Cod hates and 
* abhors all men whatſoever, while they continue without a 
te change of their nature, and all the good things he gives them, 
* are but as we throw cut ſcraps to dogs, and till they be new 
horn none of them may expect the leaſt expreſſion of love from 
© him, &c. Surely God ſo loved men, while yet ungodly and 
unchanged, that be gave his Son fer them, and gives his Goſpel 


to men while unregenerate to better purpoſe then we give ſcraps 


to dogs, even to regenerate them; And the Apoſtle Peter here 
aſes other arguments beſides Damnation to move men to re- 
pentance, and regeneration, even the promiſes : As alſo God 
bimſelf uſes other not unlike this, in //as. 55.7. Exek. 33. 11. 
Matth. 22. 4. But I paſs it, only could not bur note it for the mon- 
ſtrous unreaſonableneſs of thoſe ſayings. 

2. For the promiſe here what it is; we may ſay either, that 
it is the tray yaa 75 mri pales, The promiſe of the Spirit, men- 
tioned ver. 33. And here again, ver.z38. Propheſied of, and pro- 
miſed by Joel, Joel 2. 28, 29. which the Apoftle Peter had been 
ſpeaking of in this Chapter, ver. 17, 18, 19,20. Or elſe we may 
rake it more largely for the whole Contents of the Goſpel preach- 
ed to Abraham, coneerning the ſending forth of Jeſus ¶ briſt, 
and bleſſing all the kinareds of the earth in him. Sometimes 
called the promiſes, Gai. 3. 15,16. Sometimes the Covenants of 
the promiſe, Ephe/.2.12. Sometime the promiſe, as As 13.33, 
We declare unte qeu glad tidings, that the promiſe made to the” 

F athers, 


COT = I TOO EOS 2 ST 
45 ae ND. 


be hath raiſcd pf A. And thu this maybe che meniog of tho 
Apoſtle here too any be gathered from: As 3.:25,26.. where 
urging the Jews again #0 repent aud be converted, ver. 19, b 
uſes the ſame way or perſwading them, telling them there, They 
Were the children of the Prophets, and of the Coven 1 ha 


hs 
A * 
„ 


God made with Abrabam, (called ſometime the promiſe; Heb. 
13.) ſaging, In thy ſeed ſpall all the kingreds of the earth be 
bleſſed, unte you firſt God having raiſed np Feſusr bath ſent hi 
to bleſs jou, &c. Where by the way let me propound my ap- 
chaos. that by the word d væs i ca, raiſed up, there uſed, 

And again As 13. 33. is not meant, e eee from 

the dead, as the Tranflatours in that place, A4 13, rendring it, 

raiſed np Jeſs again, ſeem to have underſtood, and as very uſu- 

ally it is underſtood, but (imply, and in à more large and com- 

prehenſive ſenſe, that God hath raiſed him up, ſent him forth, 
appointed. furniſhed him to ſave aud bleſt us, &c . So the ſame 

word Aras hr, is uſed, Act. 3.22. I Prophet ball the Lord your 

Cod raiſe up to you, (he ſayes not, out of the grave, us ſpeaking 

of the Reſurrection, but) from among your Bretiren: ind ſo itt 
uſed in divert othet een as theſo in the Marging ; to ſay no- 82m. 2.2. 
thing, that ſo it will better ſuit that quotation of the Apoſtle 4s das i c 
13.32. out of the ſecond Palm, as taking the word begotten inavrs is- 
thee, in a more comprehenſive and firſt ſenſe and chat there gia nicer, 
ſpexking of his Reſurrection, ver. 34. he adds for diſtinction I wil 74e «p 
fake rhe Particle (3) and the words Sw rizgor, but (or Aud) % 1 Tu. 
that be raiſed him up from the dead: us it he ſpike of raiſing _ 1 King, 
him up in another ſenſe before : But to return again to our bufi- , Ko- 
nets. 5 9 - 3 : , 
The word promiſe here may the rather be underſiood. in this Teng 
ſecond and more comprehenſive ſenſe, bec iuſc ſo it alſo includes % up Ki. g 7 
2s 2 particular therein the promiſe of the Sprit, that being a f wil cut -' 
choice branch of the Bleſſing promiſed to them, and their Off. Habt baue | - 
firing, 28 in J/ai.44 3. where Spirit and Bleſſing are uſed, as 45 3 
oro ha, words of the ſache import, andexplictory the one of Chron. 17.11 
the other. I will paur out my Spirit Ana thy freud, and my Bleſ- Ie 2; 5. and. 
ing upon thy offspring, Only let this be further mjoded, that 30.9. Kc. 
the word promiſe, (be the matter of ii what it will) is of a dou- 

ble ſigaification in Scripeure-uſe. 5 ſignifying the pro- 
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miſe 
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5 3 
miſe making, or the form or manner of 


| manner of ſpecch-in which ſome. 
ag is promiſed. So Heb.6.13. When God made promiſe to A- 
Abm. Soalſo Heb. 11.17. 2 Cor. 7. 1. Rom.9.4. Whoſe are 
the dice f God, and the promiſes, Sometime the thing pro- 
miſen, us Heb. 11. 13. Al theſe died in faith, not having 
received the promiſes, but having ſeen them afar off, &c. So 
Het. 9 15.1 John 2.25 . . 

3 By you and niur children, are m.3nthhere the 7ews, and - 
particularly thoſe he exhorted to tepent, and that were pricked 
in heart, though not ſo bounding up his ſpeech to them in parti- 
cular, as to take in the body ol the people in general, as will 
be more evident by and by. And by their children, ſuch as were 
the it natural ebildren, begotten and deſcended naturally of chem, 
of what Age or Scx foever ; for though al ſuch were not the 
child:cn of God in its prime notion, yet they were all their chil- 
dren, either older, or younger, that were begotten by, and de- 
{c.nied of them. D ffeter er in age or ſex, made no differenc2 as 
to thar matter; therefore no matter. thoug grown men alſo are 
en led the ehildren of their Fatt es; for their growth gave them 
not that Denomination, but their de ſcent of them; they were 
as really their children in infancy, as when ſo grown. So that 
here is no ground for exciuding Infants in their infancy from be- 
ing comprehended ip this expreſſion : The. Holy Ghoſt uſing no 
Note of diſtinction between ſome and otherof their child: en, 
nor any word that might limit to men grown ; he ſays not, o 
Jeu and your grown children : but indefmitely, ro you and your 
chiliren: Yea, we find expreſly- that in Deut. 29. 10,11, (To 
which the Apoſtle ſeems to me here plainly to allude) the Cove- 
nant, and fo the promiſe of being to hem a God, and taking 
them for his people, (which includes alſo the ſendung Chriſt” to 
bleſs them, and give his Spirit to them, for that is part of the 
work of God, as manifeſting himſclf a God to a peopl:, and ma- 
king them his people) is to the little ones of that people, a3 well 
as the reſt, Tos ſtand here this day all of you before the Lord 
Jour God, your Captains of your Tribes, your Elders, and your 
Officers, With all the men of Iſrael, your lutle ones, your wives, 
and thy ſtranger that i in thy Camp, &c. That thou ſhouldeſt 
enter into Covenant with the Lord thy God, and inte his Oath 
which the Lord thy God maketh this day with thee, that he may 


eſtabliſh 


5 & 

7 . 'F 

FER 
> 


eſtabliſh thee to day for a people unto bimſelf, and that he may 
be nnto thee a God, 4 he hath ſaid wnto thee, and as he hath 


{worn to thy Fathers, to Abraham, Iſaac, and to Jacob. Nei. 
ther with you only, &c. but With him that ftandeth here with 
us this day before the Lord our God, and with him that i not 
bere with us thu day. To which clauſe the Apoſtle Peter ſeems 
to allude in ſaying, And to al afaroff, Fe. Yea, and ons clauſe 


of chat Covenant made with them, and their childten, even their 4 
little ones there, is expre ſly in their returning to the Lord, and | Y 


obeying his voice, (namely in | ſtening to the great Prophet, and 
to the word of faith, as compare Chap. 30. 1 1, 13. with Rom. 10. 3 
8,9.) To circumciſe their hearts, and the hearts of their ſeed Deut. 30 6. 1 
to love the Lord, &c. Which how is it done but by the giving - 
forth his Spirit in his Church, and Ordinances to them? And 2 
what is it in ſubſtance, but that in Act, 3. 26. Unto you firſt [ 
God having raiſed up eſus, ſent him to bleſs yon, in turning a- 
way every one of you from your iniquities > Which though now 
at this time they almoſt generally re jected, yet in their tut ding 
in again, (ball be performed to them, and their children, as he did 
actually give his bleſſing to thoſe little children that came (that Mark 10.16. | 
is, were brought) to him. | 

4. To thar, how this promiſe was to them, and their chil- 


dren ? Let me ſay, | | | 4 

I. Negatively : Not fo as it was to Chriſt, who had actually * 
and immea ſurably received upon his Aſcenſion the Promiſe of the n 
Spirit in the man, or nature of men, to communicate to them in * 
liſtening to, and obeying him, and who is the Stort-houle, and 4 
way of making out all the promiſes of Cod, 2 Cor.1.20, So they . 1 
neither had, nor could have. the promiſe” to them, or their chil- 
dren. Nor if, were the things promiſed ab/o/wtely theirs, nor the 3 


promiſe as made in an abſolute form ſo, or upon ſuch terms, as 3 
that they malt certainly, and without fail receive the Holy Ghoſt, : 
and the Bleſſing of Chriſt, whether they repented ol their un- 
belief and obſtinaey, yea, orno, or were diſcipled to him, and 
baptized into his Name, or not; for that would rather have un- 
dermined the Apoſtles counſel to tham, then have added ſtrength 
to it, making their Repentance and Bapriſm needleſs to them, or 
their children. Now many of them, though called, Chap. 3. 15. 
children of the Covenant, and 8 * Chriſt was ſent to them 
3 to 
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to bleſs them, not hearkening to the great Prophet, received 
not his bleffing, but were broken off, and wrath came heavily 
upon them. But, . N 
2. Poſitively, and Affirmatively. The promiſe was to them, 
and their children, becauſe they were made by way of propoſiti- 
on to them, and the propolal of them, and ſo the p:omiſe, or 
promiſes, zs ſo made, were given to them, and their children, as 
their ſtanding priviledge in which they were preferred before all 
people, who in that reſpect were ſtrangers to the Covenants of 
Ep'.cſ.2.12. promiſe, and knew them not, nor were born or educated up 
under the hope, and in the way of enjoyment of them. Thus 
= their's was the adoption, they were choſen to be a people nearer 
1 ExOd. 4. 2122. to God, and had his Name put upon them, (as the fathers name 
1 is on his child) and God more eſpecially owned, and cared for 
them, and they were born and educated in the Kingdom of God, 
where his Bleſſir g and Spirit was converſant for teaching and 
bringing them to be the children of God by faith and regenerati- 
on. And ſo therrs was the glory, they had the manifeſtations of 
Gods glory amongſt them, and were honoured abeve all other 
people; theirs Were the Covenants, to them made, with them 
left, that they might be trained up in the knowledge of them : 
So theirs Was the giving of the Law, and the Service, or Way 
ef Gods worſhip, and the promiſes ; they were promuſgated to 
them, and they were brought up under the hope of them, being 
children of the Kingdom, Rom 9. 4, 5. | 
2+ They were made as the choice things promiſed conditionally 
with them, ſo as that they ſubmitting themſelvts, and training 
up theirs to, and for God, according to his will manifeſted to them 
by doſes, and all the Prophets, and now by the GrearProphet 
Jeſus, he would be a God to them and theirs, Per. 1 I. 7. do alt 
to and for them that was needful to be done of God for making 
them his people, a people every way happy, and ſo now ſent his 
Son to them, ( having died for them) to bleſs them, in turning 2 
way every one of them from their ſins, which bleſſing, even the 
forgiveneſs of their former fins againſt him and wickedneſs againſt 
Chriſt in crucifying him, and the Holy Ghoft to he preſent with, 
and bleſs them and theirs, | #tcording to their ſeveral capacities ; 
if they would repent of their wickedneſs, and every one of them 
be ſubject to his Government, being baptized into his Name, 
they 
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y ſhould receive: other wil e they to be cut 
A of God, and from the Bleffings promiſed 
them. | . OS a 
5. By what hath been ſaid, It appears how or upon acc unt 
the promiſe was to them, and their children: not in reſpeRof any 
particular birth, repentanee, or faith, or the like, in the fences e- 
ven now cl: ared: for this is aſſerted concerning them, not by way 
of promiſe, as ſomething that ſhould accrue to them by their re- 
penting, and being every one of them bap:ized, (only the things 
promiſed they ſhould actually receive in ſo doing) but as a mo- 
tive and ground to move them to repent, and be baptized, Was 
it co them, as they were pricked in their hearts; tor the ſame is 
affirmed of them in Chap, 3.25. that were notas then ſo pricked, 
that we have any mention in the leaſt of, yea, of thoſe for whom 
the Apoſtle had great ſorrow, and heavineſs of heart, as aRually 
rejecting their own mercies, and not attaining the bleſſings pro- 
miſed, yet theirs, alſo ſays he, are the promiſes, Rom.g.4. But 
as they were the ſeed or family of Abraham, either lineally de- 
ſcended from Jacob, as the natural ems, or adopted, or proſely- 
ted thereunto, as the Proſelytes of the Gentiles, (and ſuch as were 
here amongſt the people that Peter preach'd to, Acts 2.10.) by 
vertue of Gods having called and choſen them, the Family of 
| Abraham, Iſaac and 7acob, to be to himſelf an holy people, Deut. 
7. 758,9. And ſo as they ſprung from, or grew upon that holy 
root, that was holy by vertue of Gods call and account, as Rom. 
11.16. So they are called aa! ural branches, though by their actu- 
al unbel:ef after broken off: So even their children were born 
to God, and owned as his. Ezck,16, 20, 21. Children of the 
Kingdom, and members of Gods Congregation, or (hurch : 28 


* * 
— 


the 


appears by this, That they not being-circumciſed as eight dayes Ger. 17.14 


old inthe times of the Law, they are ſaid tobe cut off from the 
Congregation : that is, they were exempted from being Fede- 
rates, or having the Priviledges and Commonwealth * Iſrael, 
as pertaining to them, ſo 8s to be enjoyed by them. In other re- 
ſpects, they could not be called natural branches, or children of 
the Kingdom, 2s We have ſeen, being by nature, az in themſelves, 
children of Wrath, s well as, and no better then others, Exel. 
2.23. Nom. 3.9. Their Infants then, as their Infants born io, and 
ro the Church of God, were members of the Church, apd per- 
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takers according to their expacities witf | 
pes, The Covenants, Promiſes; Adoption, Glory, pertained to 


(34 2.17.14. 
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them in their priviled- 


them, and they were concerned in them, and had their ſhare of 
bleſſiog in them, and in Cbhriſt alſd who was of them, ſent to 
them, and refuſed not to bleſs them, as we have ſeen, they being 


brought to him, and brought up in his way, Ordinances, and, 


Appointments in his Kingdom; of which bleſſing they only were 
deprived by their parents unbelief, as not bringing ehem to Chriſt, 
ar diſe pling them to him, and fo bringing them into his Church, 
and Kirgdom, or (and that more eſpecially) by their c wn vo- 
luntary refuſing to liſten ro that Great Prophet, when they 
grew up tobe capable of underftandirg. and following after 
him, Ad, 3.22,23. which may yet be further ſeen in what fol- 
lows, vis. | 

6. Who be meant in that phraſe, and All that are afar off. 
And that is clearly the unproſelyted Gentiles, included in thoſe 
pbraſes of Foe! 2.28.32, Al fleſh, and wheſocver ſhall call ap- 
on the Name of the Lord, This is clear, I ſay, in Epheſ. 2.11. 13. 
17. Where Thoſe that were in times pajt Gentiles in the fl:ſh, 
called the uncircumciſion by that that is called the circumciſion 
in the fleſh made With hands: are faid exprefly to have been «far 
off. But nom ye that were ſomtimes afar off, (namely, betore 
their being called ) are made nigh, And he came and pre ac hi d 
peace both to you that were afaroff, and to them that were 
nigh. Afar off they were not only in oppoſition to what they 
were now after their call, but alſo to the Jews that are ſad to 
have been nigh, even before Chriſt actually, or by his Embaſſa- 
dours after his aſcent preached peace to them, Afar off, becauſe 
they had not the Adoption, nor the Glory, nor the Cov.nants, 
nor the Giving of the Law, nor the Service, nor the Promiſes, 
nor the Prophets, nor the Revelation of Chriſt, as the Zews had, 
in which reſpe& the ewa were as a people dwelling in the City, 
when they were as people lying by the high- way ſides, and hedges, 
AMat.22.7,8,9.c. yea, that in what they were afar off, is expreſ- 
ſed, Epheſ.2.12, They were without Chriſt not only in reſpect of 
what intereſt they had in him upon believing now, but alſo in 
reſpect of what the 7ews had, as Jews called of God, aud they 
had in and by their being called to the Church of God, in which 


rhe peu till they broke off, were, that is, they had not Chriſt re- 
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ſelyted to them in common: And ſo hey Were ffrangers fr 
the Covenant of -promiſes; then it follows, the Jews and their 
children were not ſo, for otherwiſe they ſhould be afar off too, 
and the diſtinction between their children and them afar off ſhouid 
be groundleſs, ind come to noth ng: No, they were to them and 
their children, the other, were neither born under, nor brought 
up to the knowledge and hope of them; fathers and children 
were without them, and ſo by conſc quent without hope, the fa- 
thers had not that hope for their children, nor for themſelves, that 
the promiſe held forth for and to men, and as the Fews had, or 
might have had in minding and believing them: they being wirh- 
out God, that is, the knowledge of Cod, and the Covenant of 
God, and ſo God had not engaged himſelf to them, to be with 
them, and their children, to bleſs and keep, and protect and own 
them, as he was the God of the e-, whence alſo their hope 
for themſelves and theirs fprung. So that by this alſo, it yer fur- 
ther appears, that the children of the e. as ſuch by vertue of 
his foteſa d choics and calling them, and ſo (the partition wall 

beiog broken down) the children of the Proſelytes and Diſciples 

of the Gentiles were ſuch, as to whom the promiſe was, into 

which Baptiſm as an Ordinance of Chrift, further admitted, and 

was one way or {tcp toward the meeting with the performance 

of, and therefore they to be baptized, and nurtured to the expe- 

Qation of it. And laſtly, 

7. By this it alſo appears, why and whereto that is added, So 
many as the Lord our Goa ſhall call to; Nam: ly, that it ſpeaks ro 
che Gentiles, becauſe they being far off could not have the pre- 
miſe, either propounded co them, or fer before them co follow 
after it; nor conditionally made with them and theirs, much leſs 
could they enjoy that bleſfing in Chriſt promiſed, neither call up- 
on God, not be ſaved, unleſs called by God to Chriſt in his Church. 
Rom.10.14. The Call of God by ſending the Geſp.l to them, 
preaching peace to them, and inviting them to come in, was need- 
tul and ſufficient for their having the promiſe to them, in the for- 
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God, cspable of Chriſts blefliog them, and ſo had that that is 
here laid down as the ground and motive for being baptized into 
Chrifts Name, foc the forgiveneſs of the fin of their Nature, ſo as 
to own them, and care for them, that notwichftanding, as his 
upon whom he had put his Name, and ſo of having the Holy 
Ghoſt to be with them, and circumciſe their hearts, and ſanctifie 
them, as they grew more and more capable thereot. That they 
were of the Lords Congregation, and it was the Jews fin, both 
againſt themſelves and their children, to oppoſe and put from 
them Jeſus Chriſt, which they ought to have repented of, that 
every one of them being bꝛptized into his Name, and ſo ſubmit» 
ting to him, they might receive the promiſe now brought 'nigh, 

| and. 
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bis promiſe and bleſſing now to us, as Circumciſion was before 
Chrifts Aſcenſion, and the badg of difference between the Church, 
and Congregation of God, and them that are ſtrangers to his 
Church and Covenant, and to deny or defer ic to them, is to be- 
wray our ignorance of Gods grace and gracious mind toward 
them, and to cut them off, or keep them out of Gods Congrega- 
tion, and ſo from the bleſſing of Chriſt, there to be diſpenſed to 
them. And I pray God help the Antipedobaptiſts to ſee and con- 
ſider the injury they do to themſelves ind the ir childreo, fo 


would they repent of their miſtaken zeal, and be as zealous x- 


gainſt their abuſe of this, and other Scripcures, as now they are 
a22inft Infant. baptiſm. 
. Whereas they object, That: only they that heard the Word 
gladly were baptized, ver. 14. | 
Ianſwer, Z hat they were baptized that heard the word glad- 
ly, is certainly affirmed, but he that (hall turn it, and ſay, That 


all that were there bapt;zed,|did gladly receive the word, hall 


ſpeak as much beyond what he can prove, as he that ſuppoſes it 
might be otherwiſe. Children are often included tacitely in the it 
parents, at leaſt in paſſive matters ſpoken of through the deſcrip- 


tions of thoſs concerned in thoſe paſſive matters, may be by ſuch 


acts as only ſute to the parents, or thoſe of years only. As its 
ſaid, That the Lord removed Iſrael out of his fight, and the 
King of Aſſyria carried Iſrael captive : and the reaſon is ren- 
dred, That Hrael had ſinned againſt their God, and Walked in 
the ftatutes of the Heathen, and built them high places, and 
ſet up Images: which things Infants were not capable of acting 


in, and yet they are without all doubt included in what is paſ- 


P23 ſively 


x x 2 9 l # 
r A e 
2 3 e — * e 3 $8 


N R 8 . e N n . Y 
F e . ; SE att Sd 2 . 
33 = 2 gs . 3 SL Me r „ o LF tx 22 ok 
R ö FR oe dh 7 8 e 
5 2 2 — DAE r 73 . : 
x - "4 * * * 
* 
7 


led captive, 2 King. 12. So in Cen. 34. Simeon and Levi, ma- 
Lg (though fainedly) « Covenant with Hamor and Sechem, 
requires that every male of thens be circumciſed, ( which certain- 
ly included not them they ſpake with only, but their chuldreo, 
and Infarits too, as every one of you in A. 3.37. may do.) And 
in ver. 24. its ſaid, Al that went out of the gate of their City, 
hearkened unte Hamor and Sechem, and every male was cir- 
cumciſed, all that went ont of the gate of the City. Shall we 
ſay, that becauſe its ſaid, All that went out of the gate of the Ci- 
ty hearkened unto Hamor, and they were all circumciſed that 
went out of the gate of the City, therefore all that were circnm- 
ciſed did actually hearken to, or conſent to Hamer and Sechem, 
and that no child or infant, but ſuch as were able to go out of 
the gate of the ity, and to give actual conſent to Hamor, were 
circumciſed ; ſurely it will not follow. So P/alm. 10.6. its ſaid, 
Our Fathers provoked God at the red Sea, jet God ſavedthem, 
and led them through the red Sea, (in which the Apoſtle 
tells vs, They were baptized into Moſes, 1 Cor. 10. 1 2.) And 
it follows, That they then believed his Word, and ſang bu pra. 
ſes, even Moſes, and the children of frael, Exod. 15. 1. And 
yet I think no man will thence gather, that only thoſe that provo- 
ked God at the Sca, or that after believed, and ſang praiſes, were 
fav. d, and 1-d through the Sea. Many. other inſtances might bs 
given to the ſame purpoſe, fo that nothing can be thence conclu: 
ded from what is ſaid of thoſe that are mentioned to have been 
bapt zed, that will ioforce a ſtraitening of the right to Brptiſm 
ro ſuch qualified perſons ; which is alſo rather to be ſought and 
minded what: it is from the grounds of it as laid down in 

Scripture, then from what isexpreſſ:d as to the practiſe of it. 
That Scripture oft mentioned by ns, in what we have ſaid 
to this of Ad, 2: vic, As 3. 25. compared with Gen. 12.3. 
T bat mthe ſeed of Abrabam al the Families of the Earth ſhall 
be bleſſed, may come in for another Evidence to the point in hand 
by it ſelf, for what doth-it ſigniſie leſs then that, In peſus Chriſt 
(he through his death a1 a Ranſom for all, 2 Cor. 5. 14,15. 1 
Tim.2.6. And Reſurrection from the dead, having anſwered 
the Law, aboliſhea death for all, and ſo become Lord of all, and 
the propitiation for the fins of the Whole World, Gal. 3.13. 3 
Tim. 
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Tim 1. 10. Ad 10.36. 17555 


fing for all Nations, and for all the families of the Earth; ind 
nor only for ſome perſons in thoſe Nitiors or Families. God was 
in him recoxciling the World to himſelf, not imputing their tre/- 
paſſe: to them: And. bath ſince his Aſcenſion committed the Mi- 
niſtry of that Recon: iliation, by preaching and baptizing, oc. 
ro his Apoſtles, and ſuch as ſucceed them in the Goſpel, 2 Cor.s. 
19.20. In which Righteouſneſs is unto all, extendible to all, and 
in the Goſp. I terms held forth to all, ſo as that it comes upon all 
that believe, cloſe with, and receive it, Rom. 3.22. According to 
that in Rom. 5. 18. T he free- gift is to all men to juſtification of 
life, through the righteouſneſs of one, Jeſus Chriſt: Ev n as 
by the diſobedience of Adam the evil came to all men to condem- 
nation, Though its the receiver of the abundance or overflow 
ef grace that ſhall raign in life by him, ver, 17. And this indeed 
is the bottom ground of preaching the Goſpel, and therein ten- 
dring the blefling in Chriſt to all Nations, the whole world, and 
* ſamilies of the earth, as alſo of diſcipling them, bapti- 
ſing them into his Name, that they are all given over to him as 
their lawful Lord, and in him through his death is Redemption 
and bleſſing for them all: From which they only are excluded 
who when its tendred to them, put him and it from them, and 
ſo exclude themſelves by curſing, vilifying, or 2 flight The word in 
by him the Seed of Abraham, in bis Perſon, Doctcine, Gavern- Gen 22: 3. is 
ment, or Bleſſing, Gen. 12. Luke 10. 10, 11. Als 13.46. Now 159972 a 


doth not the word Families clearly comprehend little ones? Are 00, vilem 


all che families of the earth without Infants? or be they no con- I ven habere, 
ſiderable pare of the families in which they are? Surely they are 2% penderc. 
ſo confiderable, that God would have them included in the Co- 72 Riv, or 
venant of his favour, Deut. 29. 10,11. and Chriſt would not 8 
have them excluded his Kingdom and Bleſſing. Why then do any 

queſtion the giving them the ſeal of his bleffiog ? and ſo putting 

his bleſſing upon whole families, that the whole houſhold may 

upon the parents receipt of the Goſpel be under Gods ſalvation. 

As Act, 16.3 1. Except ſuch as being capable of underſtanding, 

do wilfully refuſe, and thruſt it from them. Surely they that de- 

ny Baptiſm to little ones, then do diſcover much ignorance, and 

uobelict of the grace of God, and tenour of the Goſpel of Chiift, 


how much ſoever they ſeem to know it, and their zeal is as ig- 
FF: norant 
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able, as that of Chrifts Diſciples, Mate 19. 


yet further appear; if we, || + . 

Laſtly, Conſider that Aub Nννο, much mentioned, faying, 
by the ancient DoRours of the Church, that we have 7obn 3.5. 
Eæc pt a man be born of Water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of God. Which they generally applied as 
to the water there mentioned to Bzptiſm by water. And it their 
interpretation of it be currant, it will conclude more then law- 
fulne(s, ſome nec: ſlity at leaſt of baptizing Infants. And ſure 
their Authority and Antiquity, though it may not cogere in Sen- 
tentiam, inforce our conſent to them, yet may deſervedly chal- 
lenge a ſober conſideration of it, that we be not guilty through 
raſhneſs of that fault we are oft admon. ſhed of, Prov. 22.28. and 
23.10. Let us then examine what may be ſ. id for, and what a- 
gainſt it. N 

The Scope of the place favours it, thus: Nicode mus coming to 
Chriſt by night, and confeſſing him a Teacher ſent of God: our 
Saviour inſtructs him what was needful for ſeeing, underſtand- 
ing, and enjoying, and entering into the Kingdom of God that 
he presched; Namely, That he mult not reft in what he bad sel- 


ready in Moſes Miniſtration, but ſubmit to him whom God 


had more actually ſent forth to be the Saviour of the wo: ld, to 
receive a New-birth from him in his Miniſtration, without 
which no enterarce for any one (as the word 73; fignifies) into 
that Kingdom. Now that which he did in his Miniſtration for 
admitting and leading men into that Kingdom, we know was 
together with his Doctrine, baptizing with water by his Diſci- 
ples, ohn 3.21.22. and 4. 1, 2. And with the Holy Ghoſt more 


immediately by himſelf, 70-2» 7.37,38. Acts 1.5. And unleſs 2 


man ſubmitted to him in both theſe Adminiſtrations, he could 
not enter into the Kingdom of God, as ſet up of God in his Re- 

giment and ordering. | 
The Order of the words in ſetting water before ſpirit, ſuits 
with the Order of thoſe Adminiſtrations of his twofold Baptiſm. 
Biptiſm with water uſually (yea alwayes that we read of, ex- 
e pt in that extraordinary caſe of Cornelius, of which we have 
given an account elſewhere) going before the pouring out of his 
Spirit, As Matth. 3. 1 1, 1 2. 4d. 2.38, 39. & 8.16, 17. & 19.4,5. 
| Where 


t 


2 


4 * 


after Biptiſm, 4: 8. 16,17. Hel G. . e 
3. This Interpretation agreeth with that in Tit. 3.5. whereby 
; by moſt Inte'p eters Biptiſm is eilled the Laver of Regenc- 
ration, and I conceive it is not tobe excluded in that expreſ- 
4, The Text will run as well or better this way, then in 
avd according to other Interpretations : For to view them. 
1. Some by water think the Spirit to be ſignified by an & 1 
: Ovory, like that in Matth. 3.1 2. The Holy Ghoſh, and fire ; but 
this looks too like 2 Tautalogy, it amounting but to Spirit and 
Spirit; that of Matth. 3. 1 2. may admit of à better Expoſition : 
212, by fire, to ſignifie fiery trials, as in 1 Cor. 3. 13,14. 1 Pet. 
4.1 2,13. 2 Tim. 3. 1 2. I know it is ſaid, that by water is ſignified, 
the cleanſing operation of the $ pirit, and ſo it amounts to EX» 
cept a man be born of the Spirit, and his tlcanfing operation. 
But then water ſhould be rather ſet after ſpirit, then before it. 
To ſay nothing that all that yet amounts but to. ſpirit for her 
being holy, the birth of him muſt needs produce holineſs or clean- 
neſs too. 85 | 7 
2. Others (as I my ſelf have) underſtand by water the grace 
of God, as held forth in the Goſpel, and received by faith, the 
word, grace, and knowledge of God being in Scriptures often ſo 
f called, as Deut, 3 2. 1,2, 3. Lſai. 1 1. 9. with 70. 3.18. And this 
indeed would well agree to men of years, but how will it reach 
the extent of the word (7is) any one, which reaches to every 
Sex and Age? Little Infants by this muſt be excluded Gods King- 
dom then, they being not capable of hearing and uaderſtanding 
, the word in Infancy, contrary to our Saviours expreſs ſay- 
ing that tells us, that Of /#ch i the Kingdom of God, and their 
receipt thereof is propounded as a good pattern for thoſe of elder 
years, as ws have ſeen before. 8 
But (to view what may be (aid againſt this Interpretation) our 
Saviour ſays, ver.3. That this birth is a birth drohe, (which 
fignifies, and is tranſlated, ver. 3 1.) from above, but this Water 
in Baptiſm is Elementary, and from below. | 
Anſw. 1. Our Saviour tells Nicademus, ver.12. that he ſpake 
to him of 74 H, things earthly, or done on earth, _— 
| rom 
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"2. Though the witer in it be elementary and earthy, yet the 
Ocdioance of- Biptiſm is from Heaven, Matth. 21. 25,26. Even 
trom God, and bis heavenly Son, Lake 3+ 3. 


3. Nor is this birth of water only, but of ſpirit alſo, and he 


is trom Heaven. 


But co be born, ſignifies to have a being given, and pro- 
dnced , that we had not before: new principles, gc. 
How can a man be ſaid then to bs born of water in Bap- 
ciſm? + 

Before we come to the Anſyyer it (elf, let thefe premiſſes be 
conſidered. | 

1. That this ſpeech is figurative, net proper, and ſo to be un- 
derſtood ina ſimilitude to natural birth only, it being a Meta- 

hor. 

The word yir_pas, and 7, comprehends and takes in 
into its ſignification, the acts ot generation, conception, and 
birth, or bringing forth, and ſo is diverſly in divers places tran- 
fluted, as in Matth. 1. 20. Td & d s, is, that which is 
mentioned in her. In t Job». F. t. ysyirrnlar in Oe, is born of 
God, and in the {ame place, y+y4rnuirer i} du, is begotten of 
of bim. So that if there be but a tendency to birth by Baptiſm, 
its enough to entitle it to his word. 

3. The whole Birth is not afcribed to Water alone, but 
to Water and Spirit. Now then to anſwer the fore ſaid Obje- 
ction. I ſay, | | 

There is a ſymbolical or fimilitudinary, yea, and ſomething 
more then ſimilitudinary birth in Baptiſm, for as in every birth 
(taking the word in that large ſenſe betore declared) there is 2 
Cory uptio unius forme, & productio alterins ; à paſſing from 
one to another form, or manner of being. So in this Ordinance of 
Bzptiſm there is, | 

1. A Significant, letting go, dying to, or renouncing all o- 
ther rights, titles, or claims to Gods Kingdom, as ſer up in the 
Miniſtration of Chrift, whether from natural - birth from Adam, 
or Abraham, or ſpiritual or ſymbolical birth by Circumeiſion, 
and the Ordinances of Moſes. Though the Kingdom of God be 
for, and is tendred to men as born of Adam, or Abraham, and 
the circumciſed were the children of it, as to right of its tender 
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bleffings of it by way of receit and enjoyment, they 
nor might have abiding bur in that condition, or xl | I 
niſtration, to receive the Kingdom; they muſt paſs further, | «x 
be horn from above, that is, of water, &c. be baptized, in which | a 
WIS, | DENT 
1. A putting on, and being brought into a new kind of being, 
title, and claim to the Kingdom of God, a putting on Chrift as 
come in the fleſh, and bringing by his death for all men life, righ- 
teouſneſs and bleſſing through che free grace of God unto them. 
For in being baptixid into the Name of Chriſt is a putting on of 
Jeſus Chriſt, Gal.z 26,27. ſymbolically, profe ſſedly, and as to 
obligation to bim, and to worſhip God by bim. Something of 
the ſome nature was in Circa nciſion, whence I conceive our Sa- 
viour reprehends Nic odemus, his groſs ignorance and miſtake of 
his meaning, ſaying, Ari thou a Maſter in Iſrael, and knoweſt 
not theſe things? Fohn 3.10, For in Circumcifion there was in- 
timately a renouncing of all claim to the bleffing of God by any 
natural birth of Adam, or Abrabam, or any thing of them- 
ſ:lves, whence the foreskin of their generation was cut off, and 
an owning or coming in unto a new birth or being, nam. ly, to 
have a being in Chriſt of the ſeed of «Abraham, as promiſed to 
him, and fo in the Covenant with Abraham, promiſing bleffing 
to all the families of the earth through him. Oaly that chat gave 
title to the bleſſing a5 promiſed, would not ſuffice to give title to 
the exhibition ot it, the being brought into the Covenant, and ſo 
into Chriſt as promiſed, ſerved to bring into tha Church, as un- 
der that Miniſtration of Moſes, and the bleſſings ſuitable there- 
to, but to the Kingdom of God preached and adminiſtred 
by Chriſt come in the fleſn. It was needful to be born 
of water, that is, to be baptized into him, as ſo come in the 
fleſh, &c. : 

2. Therealfoqthere is ome Analogy in Baptiſm to the cuftoms 
uſed upon new. horn perſons in nature, as in Exek, 16. 3, 4, 56. 
T here is a Waſhing of the Infant ne w- born before it be fit tobe 
educated, or nouriſbed among ſt perſons that are clean. So here 
the party to be baptized by his ſubmiſſion to Chriſt, is made par- 
taker of a new birth, or title to the Kingdom, and is waſhed ; 
to fignifie that Chriſt forgives fins to the ſubmitter to, and be - 
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lieve on him: Like as amongft the Jews, 
ſubmitted to the Fewi(b Religion formerly, they Were al befide 
Circumciſion of the males, bapt c Ads. See Ainſw. on 
Gen.17.12. For being by the ſubmiſſion of the parents to the 
Lam, as it were nem. born to that Religion, they Were dealt 
with 45 new. born Infants, Waſhed, &c. Yea, ſuch aright we 
find to have been practiſed xmongfi the Grecians, (the Devil 
imitating ſometimes Gods Ordinar ces) that if one had been gi- 
ven out to have been dead, and his Funeral ſolemnized, if it was 
found afterward that he was alive, and appeared amongſt them 
again, they looked upon him as unclean and abomina ble, not fit to 
joyn with them civil, much leſs their religious fellowſhips, till ( ac- 
cord rg to the Oracle, Given at Delphos to one Ariſtinus, whom 
ſuch a Diſaſt er beſel, | 

8 O'vamte U nay kart yuuh TIXTSE TEAGT AL 
a Tala d Tεα0]wdutm uardetar $$3191,) 

They were Waſhed and dealt with again as new born babes, 
whence they were called Toeevreluo:, Poſti minio nati, born 
again after death, but (not to turn aſide to fables-- Nec ſacris 
miſcere profana, ne mulier formoſa ſuperne. 

De ſinat in piſciem,) I ſhall paſs that, 

3. Whereas this birth is. not only of water, but of water and 
ſpirit, there is this tendency therein further to the birch of ſpitit, 
That, | 
1. It brings into the Church and Kingdom of Chriſt, where 

he as King and Lord diſpenſeth his Bleſſing and Spirit. And ſeal- 

6th the diſpenſation thereof to the baptized in kis there according 

to czpzcity attending, and ſubmitting to him. 
a 2. We may preſume that there is a concurence of the Spirit 
with his own Ordinance in part, to bleſs the receiver according 
to his capacity, he not dealing guilfully in the Ordinance of God. 
He having promiſed where ever he record his Name, to meet with 
us, and bleſs us, of what ever age the comer to him be therein, 
Exe2.20,24. with P/al.115.13, In reſpect of theſe confidera- 
tions it may well be called a Waſhing or Laver of Regene- 
ration, as Titus 3.5, And men be (aid, to be born there- 
in, | 

3. But then Laſtly its objeRed, That this will make Baptiſm 
as the Ancients faid, Neceſſary to ſalvation, So as in Infants, 
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ved the Holy Ghoſt before Baptiſm. * 
I conceive it follows not: b: cauſe, 

1. Chrift ſpeaks here ofjchings, 66a, ver. 10. If 7 have ſpoken 
to thee of things on earth, So then by the Kingdom of God here 
is ſignified, the Kingdom preached and adminiſt red by Chriſt an 
the earth, or in his life. In which as we have ſhewed before is a 
twofold ſtate, External, and into that no man can enter fo as to 
be reputed, end taken as a member of it, as now ordered by 
Chrilt come in the fl ſh, but by being baptized with water, into 
that Cornelius entered not otherwiſe, not the thief entered a: all, 
if not formerly baptized of ohn, as none can tell but he might 
be. 

Internal, and into that none can enter, but by being born of the 
Holy Ghoſt, that is, by being brought into, and united unto 
Chriſt by him, fo as to have him the only hope of glory, the only 
righteouſneſs, redemption, life, and ſo to have our dependance 
on, and re joy eing in him, and God through him. This ewofold 
principle of birth then may have more direct reference to the two- 

fold ſtate of it, as here adminiſtred. And yet as Cornelius entered 
in ſome meaſure into the ſecond, before he had the admiſſion in- 
tothe firſt ; ſo may a man poſſibly be admitted into that eſtate, 
that is not here on earth to be enjoyed without it; but to enter 
it in both its eſtates here, both ate required to be born of water, 
and the ſpiti:. B. ſides, | 
2. This word d J cannot, does not always fignifie an ab- 
ſolute impoſſibility, but only an unuſualneſs, or an inconſiſtency 
with ſuch ordinary ways, or principles. As when its ſaid, The 
children of the Bride-chamber cannot faſt, ſo long as the Bride- 
groom is with them, Matth. 2. 19. So it cannot be, that a Pro- 
phet periſh aut of Jeruſal-m, Luke 13. 23. He could there do 
no mighty Works becauſe of their unbelief, Mark 6.5. The World 
cannot hate yon, John 7.7. with divers others. Which are to be 
interpreted ſome of them, «x cw/tx81a, ſome of them, a n 
; ge, its not uſual, or inſiſtent with fuch principles, or ways 
appointed. So here a man cannot in an ordinary way enter into 
the Kingdom of God, the Regiment of God by Chriſt here, and 


ſo meet with the bleſſings and priviledges diſpenſed by him, ur- 
22 8 leſs 


ot others dying without Baptiſm muft be damned, but we know 
the penitent th ef on the Croſs was ſaved, and Cornelius recei- 
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and with the Holy Ghoſt: Nor yet 
may it be ſaid, That Baptiſm giving an admiffion, what need 
then of the Holy Ghoſt too. 

For, 1. The outward Baptiſm, as outward, gives but admiſſi- 
on into its outward tate, though therein it brings into the way 
for meeting with Spirit, and fo the inward ſtate of it. 

2. The outward Baptiſm, as was outed above, is not without 
the preſence and bleſſing of the Spirit in ſome meaſure, where 
not guilfully or deceitfully received. | 

3. The word cgi, doth not only ſignifie, the firſt Repping 
into, but alſo the paſsing on into the thing entred, and fo a con- 
tinued act of enterivg, as Heb. 3.3. We that have believed, ciceg- 
youre, do enter into reſt; we are yet but entering, And ſo in 
Matth. 18.3.8, 9. Such are in part entered as the Diſciples were, 
Matth. 11.11. Tei unleſs they do put away, and turn from ſuch 
evils as they occaſionally are corrapted with, and are offended by, 
they cannot ig, enter, or paſs on, but will ſtop in the paſſage, 
and at length be caſt out again. As it was needful then for Cor- 
neliut, entred into the internal ſtate in part to be baptized with 
water, for entering the outward ſtate of the Kingdom of Chrift. 
So its needful for thoſe that have been bap ized, and entered the 
outward; yea, and begun to enter the inward too, to yeild up 
to Chriſt his Doctrine, Reproofs, Counſels, that they may 
su geNhesy, paſs into the inward farther, and ſo be prepared for the 
eternal ſtate of it in its glory. 

3. Though we cannot conclude then, That no outward Bap- 
tiſm, no ſalvation, yet the ordinary paſſage into the in ward ſtate 
of Chtiſts Kingdom here, being by the outward, and ſo through 
both into the ſtate of eternal Glory, I think we may ſafely con- 
clude it to bs deſperate folly and madneſs, for men to negle the 
entering into this Kingdom in its out ward Rate, either in them. 
ſelves, or theirs, preſuming to enter the inner and future Rare 
without thar, If this be the way of enterance without which 
no ordinary enterance, Who will be ſo mad to put himſelf or his, 
upon an extraordinary, when the ordinary is betore him, and may 
be had ? It being not Gods way to work extraordinarily, where 
his ordinary ways or Ordinances may be enjoyed, and are ſlight- 
ed. Indeed, where God denyes. the ordinary means, we may 
hope his mercy and goodneſs diſpenſes with the wants in men, 
they 
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they og in him according to what they have, but 
no ground for thinking ſo, where the ordinary means are flight- 
ed, appointed for us by him; in ſuch a caſe a man neglecting 
Gods way of entering into the Church or Kingdom of God, or 
bringing his there into, cuts himlt or his off, xs we have cited 
before from Gods Conegr: gation, as Ge». 17.14, And though 
there be bleſſing for all men, Nations and Fam lies in Chriſt, yet 
where he hath pr miſed that it ſhall come upon men to eternal 
life, and enjoyment of his Kingdom in its glorious Rate, whers 
through unbelief, or f1 gbring it, men do not enter it in what 
eſtates of it ate here to be entered; J know not, nor believe I, 
that any man can demonſtrare to me. Indeed, the poor Iofants 
of ſuch perſo2s cannot help it in themſelves in Infancy, nor 
could they under the ſtate of the pes before Chrilt, and though 
I know no promiſe of ſalvation to them in ſuch a caſe, we may 
hope that the mercy of God would not impure it to them to an 
eternal rejeftion of them, but in ſuch a ciſe the parents ingage 
Gods diſpleaſure againſt themſelves, and fo do all ſuch as be ac- 
ceſſory to ſuch theit actions; and I fee not but God alſo pu- Exod. 4. 24, 
niſhes them in their children in threatning to cut them off from 2726. 
the enjoyment of ſuch hleſſing, as here they might in his King- K 29-14. 
dom meet with on the earth; That ſoul that is not entered into 
the Covenant of Gods bleſſing in Chriſt, being cut off from, and 
ſo ret reputed or dealt with by God as one of the Copgregati- 
on, Gen.17.14. So that there is now as the bleſſings of Gods 
Kingdom here on earth both to the parents and children of their 
being baptized, and fo born of water, though there be not abſo- 
lute neceſſity as to eternal ſalvation. : 
And now let us ſam up that which hath been hitherto ſaid for 
it, and we may put it into theſe following Arguments. 
1. All the Nations, or Gentiles, are within the Commiſsion, 
for diſcipling, by baptizing them, Cc. Or thus, Chriſt hath 
commanded to diſciple all the Gentiles, baptizing them, &c. But 
our little Infants are alſo Gentiles, therefore to be diſcipled, bap- 
tizing them, 
2. What the Apoſtles practiſed in baptizing, we may law- 
fully; But they baptized believers wich their honſholds with- 
out exception of any,becauſe children, that we read of ; therefore 


{o may we. 
Q 3 3. It 


FO pe 
1 8" 4. Y : > I ” ö 
MT $2 e TE E 
2 Kc ——T— 5 7 x 
Bs, NS PT 5 TFP 2 oo 0-1 OE TE INES. IS”, EL 
n LS ts AR OR as De BEE Et ned ey Be! in VT IS 
COR lt LOTT TX ts > 8 r Jy Ge 2 n A 
Ys ho. Hs 2 Ts EY F e 
. 322 % N 5 8 
* 4 . * 
x 3 


— 


{ « F — * 
, 8 5 5 72 $3 8 1 
a" * r 
£ 2 F — 308 — 
1 3 "of 1 Rs ts 7 * ws 


3 


„ 


* > n R 2 75 0 * dior 4 0 l 33 N ” 342 28 E e Tn 00 ED Os OE. W 
£ e . ͤ 12 Ou; OL ISS Bog LOO a a DT, n 211 FN 3 9 8 E . 8 3 EV 
2 SE EONS ELIE a oo ahh Ren. en Oo ay „ N 3 hrs. N tbo ed LAT P CES fo > ings SS — 85 E 353 IE 
r MP TCC 1 þ 8 ee r r 2 N C g CF BEL a q „ 5 9 n ENS 'S 00s LE; ant ef 
: - J REESE DISD a HRT 24 ISNT ates 8 JJ) Vd Upd. ͤ ĩ ⁊ ãẽqͤͥãꝗæęmww; ß ß ĩð e Rey aro 
2 . cX 5 N RS 21777700 OY AY es LETS IE o doe ts os EOS abs USA ys 8 ; 
. x INRA 3 * 2 » « 4 . 
E 8 bo 5 
5 N 


z. If the Kingdom of Heaven fignifying,or including theChnrch- 
ſtare, is rot to be denyed to little children, then neither is Bap- 
tifſm. Bat the Kingdom of Heaven including the Church-ftate, is 


not to be depyed them, becauſe of ſuch it is, there fore pot Bap- 


tilm. 


4. If the Infants of parents that are the branches of the 
Beck of Abraham, be not broken off from that Rock, until, 
ot unieſs they come to renounce that faith and profeſſion of his, 
or in his family, then they are till then to be acknowledged 
az holy, and as branches, and no: deprived of the badge of 
that acknowledgement, that is Baptiſm : But the Infants 
of ſuch Parents, ate pot broken off, till, or unleſs they come to 
tenoumt e that faith and profeſſion : Ergo, 

5. It the promiſe of God appertains to children with their pa- 
rents, and the bleſſing of Chrift belong to whole families, except 
in eaſe of wilfu! rejection, and ſuch right of it to them be ground 
of their coming to, and receiving Baptiſm, then are the chil- 
dren to be baptized with their parents. But To it is as we have 
{ecn. Ergo, | 

6, If children have need of entering into the Kingdom of God 
for his bleflirg, and the way of entering bz by Baptiſm, then need 
and ought they to be baptized ; but the promiſes are true, as we 
have ſeen, Ergo, &c. | 

So then, he that will implead, and cry out agaioft Icfant- Bap- 
tiſm, muft prove, | 

1. That children are not included in all the Nations, or Gen- 
tiles, to be diſcipled by baptizing them; or that they cannot ſo 
be diſcipled. | 

And 2. That the Apoſtles baptized not ſuch honſholds xs in 
which were Infants, or in caſe they did, they yet left out the In- 
fants in them, 

And 3. That when our Saviour faith, Of ſuch is the Kingdom 
of Heaven, the word ſuch ſignifies not ſuch in kind, or the 
Kingdom of Heaven, as there mentioned, includeth not its out- 
ward Regiment, or that that may be theirs, and they admitted 
to it, and come to Chriſt in it, and yet not be baptized. 

And 4. That the Infants of believers, or of perſons not bro- 
ken from the ſtock of Abraham are unbrarched, till actual be- 
lie vers, or may not have the outward Baptiſm, and be acknow- 

| ledg d 


conceive 2 very hard task for him that (h Infants fr 
Baptiſm. 

There are I confeſs, yet ſome other Objections againſt it, 28 
259 | 
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God, filling it with dead unprofitable members, and profane per- 
ſons, Thar, 

2. There is no great An: quity for it, or not ſuch as is pretend - 
ed. | 

3. That however the form that is now uſed, viz. of not 
plunging into, but onely waſhing, or ſpriokling with water, 
cannot be allowed to have the effen:ial form of right 
Baptiſm in it. To all which, I (hall ſay a word or two patticulat- 
ly, and ſo conclude. 

1. Its (aid, Infant- Baptiſm brings in a ſwarm of ignorant 
and profane perſons, that have nothing but the name of Chri- 
ſtians. _ 

To which I anſwer, 1. That it cannot be denied indeed, that 
many evil men are in the Church of God, as Matth. 13. Tares 
as well as Wheat, many that do iniquity, good and bad are in the 
net. Yea, and this is to me an Argument of the vanity of thoſe 
that go up and dowa to rebaptize, aud gather into themſelves 
thereby, as if they were not in the Church, or Kingdom of Cherilt, 
till diſcipled by their Baptiſm, when as they may be in the King- 
dom and Church of Chriſt, though workers of iniquity in it: 


The Gentiles are within®the outward Court, and its given to 


them; and its a vain thing for men to ſay, its not the outward 
Court of Gods Temple, becauſe they be Gentile-multitudes that 
be in it: Nor may any (ay, the Kingdom ſpoken of in Matth.1g. 
41. is the e of Providence, becauſe the field is ſaid to 
be in the Worl 
vidential Government, which they cannot be; for even hell ic 
ſelt is under the Kingdom of Power and Provid:nce, which ru- 
leth over all. The world indeed 5 the field, but the field is not 
the Kingdom; the Kingdom is in the field, or World, but its not 
the world. Its the Church-ftate in which they are, and in which 
they offend, and do iniquity, and from thence they ſhall be 
gathered, 


— 


1. It occaſionʒ great diſorder, and eonſuſion in the Chu ch of 
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For then (hould they be gathered out of his pro- 


gn: Ht 155 N. r 
1 * de 
r TE 
= „ WE 
YA ORE AY 


X 83 n r T6 We * 
Fm Nt . e RE a 
5 8 8 "Wi RE 2 S heh fe 


e 7 Nd 5 


. . 


_- \ 


4 * £ N R hk ee e JJC 
* 9 F - 285 3 XS Day TE OE Ban hays ts Ro Ot tat RSS oO ob rd IDES HIERT NES. " 

2 5 £23 CIOS — 9 rer AIM > n 4 * e ” n n n * % 4 
8 * en A 2 g re, , 2. 2 * Fur; a « $6 V. 5 
. N REES IS Ons LR Ie ALE Tr 3 8 * o S 2 1 
WES "= 25 Le pa l 22 2 S 8 HERE 64% 5 N 1 $7 / 1 

3 S AS) 8 25 i 
Wy 
. 


COIN i ds RENE 2 
„ 9 ge 2 


9 8 . e 
3 
9 
» * 


thered, they need not then 1 Baptiſm of water to 
«= them into the Kingdom, or Chureh-ſtace, in its out- 
ward Court, or external form; for they ate in it already: 
But, : 7 | 
2. The reaſon of mens being ſuch bad members in it, is not 
Iafants-baptiſm, the Infants I am ſure are j-3it in the fault, or 
their being baptized. If it were, yet we ſee ther: h. gan to be ſuch 
in the Apoſtl;s time, and therefore if Infant bp νm bs the cauſe, 
that was then too, there were then divers that had not the knows- 

„ of God, and that judged and wa ked cxrnly, dead Chri- 

and 15. 34 ſtians, that bad à form, but not the power o godlineſi, men of 

Ja ves 2.17. corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the fails, contentions, en- 

2 Cim. 3. 5. vious, brangling perſons, ſome that would be drunk in their 

1 111.6-4,95% ery ſolemn meetings. And the further the ſtream runs from 

the fountain, the more mud and corruption it contracts: but the 

cruch is, the cauſe of this difloluteneſs in the Church, is rather 

mens fleeping, that is, their careleſne(s in attending to Docttine | 
and Diſcipline ; Parents have been neglective of training up their 
children in the Nurture of the Lord, and Church. cenſure, Ad- 
mon tion, and Excommunication have been laid afide, or abuſed, 
otherwiſe, the Church had not come to this corruption. Not 

the admiſſion of children then by Baptiſm, but want of careful- 

_ neſs in members of elder years for diſciplinating their chil- 
dren, and of the Church for warning, watching over, and 
caſting out, have been the true cauſes of ſo much rubbiſh com- 

ing in. | 

. This might be retorted upon the Antipedobaptiſts, the evil 

conſequences and fruits that trequently follow upon it. Not to 

mention the bufineſs of Aduxſter, too much talked of, our own 

Country affords too much of the fad conſequences thit have fol- 

lowed in many upon their re jecting their tormer, and betaking 

themſelves to another Baptiſm ; as their growing to ſlight their 
brethren, though gracious, and formerly ſo approved; their fal- 

ling off from Ordinances, yea, from Chrift-himſelf, and turniog 

ſome of them to be little leſs then Atheiſts: but for the fuller o- 

pening and ſpeaking to theſe ſad things, I refer the Reader to a | 

Book upon this ſubject, lately ſer out by my godly Brother, T. 
M. Sorely Fohn intimates that into the floor of Chriſt, by out- 
ward Baptiſm, there would enter chaff as well as wheat, and 

| therefore 
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through fome nepleRs,- 
prove ignorant and vitious. | 
2. For ancient Writers upon this point, Maſter Marſbal hath 
to my hand produced divers, 25 Jrenent, Origen, Nazianzen, 
Cyprian, Auguſtine, Ambroſe, &c. The firſt indeed hath not 
the word Baptiſm, but renewing rather, his Latine phraſe is thus, 
Omnes qui per cum renaſcuntur in Deum, infantes, & parun- 
lot, & preros, & juvenes, Which ſome object againſt; as if he 
ſpake of Sanctification, not Baptiſm : When as yet Sanctificati- 
on ſignifies x devoting to God, and we read not that the Ancients 
eſteemed any ſo, not of the Church, or not admittable to Bip- 
tiſm: yea, its 2 confeſt thing that they uſed the word Renaſci, 
to lignifie to be haptized, and accounted ſuch to be Renatet. Its 
ſaid agein, That poſſibly Ireneus being a Cre k writer, had 
ſome other word or phraſe then what ſutes with his Latine Tran- 
Nations. But that's a meer vanity-as to matt r of difproof of what 
we have in the Tranſlitions, if any Copies of him could be 
ſhewed that ſpeak otherwiſe, it were ſomething to the pur- 
le. | 
5 Origen, its true, he had his Errours as all the Fathers had, 
but ſure he was without errour able to ſay what was the pra- 
ctiſe of the Church in his time, and that's all that we feck for 
from the Fathers to this buſineſs: He muſt be a notorious falli- 
fier, if he ſhould wilfully miſreport the Churches kno wn practiſes, 
and we ſhould have found ſome ſo honeſt, is to have cried (ſhame 
upon hi n for it. Indeed, fome ſufpeR thoſe paſſages not to be 
his, but Ruſſinus his; which yet at the moſt is but ſuſpicior. The 
moſt ancient Writers that we have, have delivered nothing to the 
contrary: as if Infant · baptiſm was not in their times practiſed, 
or 28 if it wers unlawful (however in caſes of ſickneſs and death 
approaching) to practiſe it. | 
The reft are more plainly and undeni ibly for it, eſpecially Cj- 
prian, who lived about 240 years after Chriſt, and with 2 con- 
ſent of 66 Biſhops determined that Infants were tobe bopri- 
zed, and ſurely we can ſcarce imagine, that ſo many Biſhops 
(hould all be ignorant of what was the practiſe of the Church 
for divers years befors chat their OE. yes, had itbeen 
ſome 
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ſome would have detected and cryed out upon them. As we ſes #7 
they did oppoſe Cyprian in point of rebaptizing Hereticks. But 
then kink chem there are two things objected. | 
1 1. That the it grounds were rotten upon which they maintained 
2 that Doctrine and practiſe, as if no children could be ſaved wich- 
=_ out Baptiſm, 5 | 
. To which I anſwer, 1. That the Ancients have miſtaken the 
. grounds of the moſt undeniable practiſes: As of Baptiſm ie 
{c|f in general, though to men of years, and profeſſion of 
+* P:z/:ribitar faith, as if it was of the ſame abſolute * neceſſity to ſalvation, 
vein: fineBap- and as if it blotted out, or took away, in whom ever original ſin, 
e (or4e;e yes, in men of years, all other finstoo. Shall we therefore ſay, 
aer p. They were wrong in holding forth any ſuch thing as Baptiſm, bo- 
nuntiat obe Do. Cauſe they miſtook its grounds; the like we might ſay of the Sup- 
mu vi q per, &c. The practiſe of the Church they might better underſtand 
Wins 7 4:1! © then the grounds of thoſe practiſes. It cannot be proved, that 
iN 55 am ot. any ol them were the bringers in of thoſe practiſes, but the pro- 
I +rinxit fdem pugnators of them already, and before times in uſe ; only they 
«4 3. p'iſm: grew ſuperſtitions in their conceits of thoſe practiſes, as may be 
necc1:udincm. ſeen in others of undenyable Apoſtolical inſtitution, as the Sup- 
on 8585 5 per of the Lord, &c. | 
e 2. The ground that Cyprian gives, viz. Nemins Dei gratia 
deneganda eſt, Cc. is indeed the bottom right ground ot bap- 
tiziog them. For Chriſts deſcending into the waters of affliction, 
yea into death it (elf in behalf of all, his rifing again is that which 
is both the ground of Goſp:l-preaching to all, and affirmipg the 
good will of God to all men, That he would have them ſaved, 
and come to the knowledge of the truth, 2 Cor. 5. 13, 14, 15. 
Mark 16.15. 1 Tim. 244 6. And the ground of all mens being 
obliged to him, to l ve to him that dyed for them, he being by 
that means the Lord of all, Rom. 14.9. And the door of hops 
ſet open to all, the paſſage through which God teadreth his grace 
in the Goſptl, and extendeth his mercy and goodneſs to all one 
and other, and alſo the very ground of opening his Kiogdom be- 
lore· ſeated amongſt the Jews unto all the Nations, and Gentiles, 
and commanding all to be bapt zed into his Name, by baptizing 
them thereinto, and ſetting his Commands hefore them, and ſo 
| | of 


of bringing them into his houſe, or gracious Government in fiis 
Kingdom. Through that there is forgiveneſs of fing wich bim, 
and that held forth to, and for all, that in looking to him they 
might receive it; through that theſe waters of affliction, and 
wrath, that would have drownedall, are made as waters of Bap- 
tiſm to thoſe that receive, or put not from them his ſalvation. 
Upon that ground we call perſons to, and are to receive, and 
bring them under —_— . the outward diſpenſation. And 
though itz true, he mayotherwiſe ſhew mercy to thoſe whom 
we with the Diſciples would forbid to come to him for oneward 


teſtimonies of it, yet our forbidding ſuch is an implicite (at leaſt) 


denyal of his grace to them, denyal of his Kingdom in the out- 


ward Regiment thereof, in which is a diſpnſation of his grace 


and favour more then to others without; though not ſo much 
2$ to thoſe more within, and under the Regiment of ſpiritual 
Renovation, and Communion with him. Yea indeed, if che 
matter be well looked into, we (hall find that the greateſt cauſe 
of moſt mens denying Infant-bapriſm, ſprings from their unbe- 
lief of the Goſpel in its extent, becauſe they know not whether 
Chriſt hath died for them, and hath opened his Kirgdom, there- 
by to entertain them, whether he any way looks upon them as 
under the Covenant of Abraham, and branches of the Church- 
Rate ſer up in his family, in this alteration of its form of Govern- 
ment, and ſo whether any of the ſap and juice thenee flowing, 
may be ſhared in by them. Sure, when we deny them Baptiſm, 
wet deny them place in Chrifts Houſe, and the bleſſing accompꝛ- 
nying it; we deny them that wing of God ſtretehed out over 
all upon whom his Name is put for their protection and lead- 
ing, till chey wilfully break Covenant with him, and run from 
him; we deny them that place in the prayers and bleflings of 
the Church of God put up for all of it, which otherwiſe they 
ſhould ſhare in; we deny them much, ſo far as lies in our power 
to deny, or grant to them. But ics ſaid again, | 

2. That Tertullian an Ancienter Writer, who was in Cy. 


prians account his Maſter, argues rather for delaying Baptiſm, 


except in caſe of neceſſity, till they come to riper years. To that 


I anſwer. 
1. That Tertullian, and after him Naxianden, doth fo indeed, 


but then its to be minded, that they 2 25 deny Infant · baptiſm 
2 | te 
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„ I 
to have been pratiſed in the Church in and before their times, 
or in the Apoſtles times. Nor 2. That ics lawful to be practi- 
ſed, for incaſe of neceſſity they both allow it. Yes, its to be 
noteds : 

2. That it was practiſed in thoſe more ancient times, even 
within 140 years atter Chriſt without any known beginning; 
for T ertullians arguing for their delaying their Bapciſm, implies 
3s plainly that there was then an uſe to baptize them; as in tar 
latter times Barnard: noting ſome to have denied Infant-baptiſm, 
proves, That there were Antipedobaptiſts in thoſe latter Apes, 
in, or before Bernard's time: yea, its to be noted alſo, 

3. That by the ſame reaſon we may as well deny Baptiſm to 

Non #1164 4! young men unmarried, and widdows, though they profeſs faith 
cauſe i ne in Chriſt, for even their delaying Baptiſm too, till either they be 
4899"; el. married, or are confirmed in chattiry, that is, in a reſolution of a 
bu tentario p ſinꝑle life, the ſame Tertullian endeavours to perſwade in the 
parata i, 1: (ame place. And indeed, there is as little pofitive mention of young 
vng nba pe, unmarried perſons being baptized, though of twenty years of 
e, age, or upward, (chat were not ſingle all their lives after it at 
„ 23 there is of Infans being bap ized, and yet I think no 
dinic aut n- Antipedobaptiſts in the world will deny, that ſuch unmarried 
bant aut con. perſons, though not reſolved againſt marriag :, may lawfully be 
e + baptized, Its no rare thing to h.d the aociene Writers regarding 
0 Is Bios ſome reaſonings of their owẽ to grow ſuperſtitious in delaying, 
or denying Gods Ordinances, as is evident again in Tertullian 
denying the lawfulneſs of ſecond marriages; and what other but 
ſuperſtition was Conſtantines, and others, putting off Bzptiſm, 
till towards their end? Sure we can find no one Sctipture in- 
ſtance for putting off perſons that come to be baptiz d, till a 
greater knowledge attained, or more exact walkiog teſtified, or 
the like. That practiſe rather ſprung from a conceit that Bapti m 
cleared them of all their fins, and ſo they thought it good wildom 
to act out what ſins they had a mind to act, or thought they 
ſould act before Baptiſm, rather then after, and ſo they deferred 

Biptiſm the longer. Beſides, we may note, | 

4. That Tertullian is ns weak to the full in his arguing againſt 
Irfant- baptiſm, as any in arguiog for it. : 

For, 1. He takes for granted, That that Speech of Chriſt to his 
Diſciples, Suffer little children to come to me, ſpeaks of comiog 
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to Baptiſm : But an{wers it chan Pines dum adoliſc ant, && c. 
Let them come when chey are grown up, let them be made hit i- 
ſtians hen they can know Chrift?-Were not the ſe; or ſome (uch 
like, the thoughts of the Diſciples with whoa Chriſt Was offend- 
ed? Aud cin that be the meaning of Chriſt, when he tebuked 
tbem for not letting them come at the preſent ren as yet they 
were not grown up? and when he in their very Iafaney bleſſed 
them, and ſaid, Of ſuch is the Kingdom? But would Tertu li- 

an indeed have them come then when they are grown up? No, 

they muſt ſtay a little longer too, till they be marcied, or ſe led in 
their reſolution of chaſtity. And whereas he ſays further, hn 
ſhould innocent Age baſten to th: Femiſſion of their ſins ? It ap- 
pears, he thought that Baptiſm gave remiſſion, as well as they 
that reaſoned for it: And indeed, that being granted, bisreaſon- 
ing mult needs be the worſe of the two, tor he ſpeaks, as if they 
were ſo innocent, as that they needed no remiſſiop, whereas the 
truth is, They alſo are by nature fo polluted with (in, and under 
the guilt of it, as that they aiſo need waſhing and remiſſion, or 
elſe they cannot be partakers of eternal falyation.- This ſeems to 
ſayour rather of the fore- mentioned ground for the ir delaying 
Biptiſm, till they have committed many fins, that ſo therein they 
mighe teceive the forgiveneſs of them all together, and not with 
the Scripture- grounds of Baptiſm. Though that God doth hold 
forth to men the forgiveneſs of their fins in Chriſt, and ſeals or 
teſtiſies it in Bypriſm, I believe, viz. That they ſubmitting o 
his Government by Chriſt, for the future ſhall have rem ſſion of 
what is paſt : yea, by believing in him (hall meet with eternal 
ſalvation. And the Church ſo receiving, remits all that was pal?, 
reckoning them no longer, as in the unbaptized ſtate in the world, 
but as Subjects unto Chriſt, till after-follics appearing, bring chem 
under new cenſures. — 

The practiſe we find then without any known beginning in 
Eccleſiaſtical Record, but the warrantableneſs of that practiſe 
we muſt have in the Seriptures. Now what warrant there is for 
it io the Scriptures, I have before ſhewed : To which I know 
dot what more can be added, except we ſhould take in that Pro- 
phecy too, that ſpeaks of the Gentiles bringing in children to 
the ¶ hurch of God on their (boulders, and in their arms, Iſai. 
49.22. Which why. it may not be = literally to be verified as 
. | 3 the 
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the 23d. That Kings ſpall be e, Fathers, and Naten. 
their nurfing Mothers, 1 think is hard ta ſhew : Except we 
will jurare in ver ba, take this. or that mans bare ſaying, its o- 
therwiſe for ſufficient proof of it. Chcriſt being a child born to 
the Jews, and born in Bethlehem · udabh, and his coming meck- - 
ly riding on an Aſs, his we pierced in his hands and feet, 
ther giving him vinegar to drink, and parting his garments, 
and fer his veſl ment caſting lots; all theſe, with many other 
paſſages, had theit liceral fulfilling, and why this may not be ſo 
underſtood too, is not ſufficiently proved by thoſe that deny it. 
But as of it (elf, it hath not cleanneſs enough in it to fatigfie an 
ir quiſitive heart in the point in band: ſo is the very Commiſſi- 
on for diſcipling and baptiz ing, ſo full and general in its expteſ- 
fioo, and other conſiderations before laid down ſeem to be fo 
convincing, as that there may be no further need of it; and there- 
fore I (ball paſs it, and come to the laſt point objected, or to be 
conlidered, vis. 

3. The Form of baptiz ing in water, what it is, whether dip- 
ping, plunging, or waſbiog with water : Concerning which, 1 
conlider, . ” 

1. That there is no expreſs command tying us to any of them, 


or exprefling, whether the whole body, or ſome part, or 


what part is to be dipped, or waſhed, & c. as was noted before, 


4 4 & 5. 8 - 3* 3&2 

4 1 That the word anita, is capable of any of thoſe actiors, 
The Phariſees Waſbing themſelves before they cat, though it 
Were but their hands, is called, Sie. ar wi Bari, 
Except they be baptized, they eat not. So it is, verbatim, Mark 
7.4. compared with 3. 6. Lake 1 1. 38. The Iſraclites being 
we ted with the Cloud and Sea, though into them they wore not 
plunged, (the Cloud they could not, it was above them, the Sea 
they paſſed through on ary grownd, aud the water flood up as 
walls on either hand) is called, their being baptized, 1 Corio. 
1,2. So Heb. 9. 10. Jiapiegts bamliouerr, is with divers kinds of 
waſhings, in which I conceive their ſprinkling with clean water, 
and the sches of an heifer alluded to perhaps in Ezck. 38. 25. 
may be included. And whereas ſomes ſay, its to dip, Lake 16. 24. 
its obſervable, | 

1. Tha the word there, is, 64. Ja, of gala, and not pn 
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preſſions, at whether thrice, or but once dipt or plunged, and ne- | t 
ther at all plunged, but only waſhed, and whether all over, ot I 
but ſome part; not any where tying ns to any form, I think it = 


ſomewhat too ſuperſtitious to bind to any of thoſe forms, and 
pus religion to this or that, and fay thus, ard in this form it 
mult be, or elſe it is not Baptiſm I thin dipping orplarging, | 
is a very good way, and very warranable*, and its ee 
they were ſo baptized: But I cannot ſay ebfolutely ic was fo, 1, ſee vel 
and make it a point of faith, and of neceſſi ty to be praftiſed. I ,nice, vel trina 
conceive the waſhing with witer in Whole, or in patt, ſo it be beptizebare. 
into the Name of Chriſt. and to diſe ple them into his faith and C ECcleſia 
doctrine, is e ſſentially Baptiſm, for ought that I ean ſee, ſubſtan- _ pg 
tially produced againft-ic, the rather becauſe ſuch waſhivg hath es rave 
that name put upon it, when not uſed in that way, and to that decumberent 
end, 28 was ſhewe@ before: "therefore ſuch u waſhing to this baptixati ſunt, 
end, viz. into the Name of Chtiſt, 8c. is very cepable of the 15: /<vacro in- 
Name of his Baptiſm, or Baptiſm unto bim: for les the uſe or : (fee 
end of the application of water, that is rather to be reſpeRed in pe;fu/p: ut. 
this Ordinance, then the outward form of applying it, there baptixabatur 4 
being nothing in all the Scripture by way of preſeription, or tys nvf¹,d ger. 
in it. 25 | EE | tex, 
4. But what if the Holy Ghold himſelf-do give us an inter- a ganlidels, 
pretation of the word gag, and declare unto us by What Calnub. 
manner ol action on the party baptized, the thing therein fignifi- 
ed is performed, (hall not that weigh more with us then 5 
; hs 
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whom we find d ference enough?” Ms thinks, I hear all parties 
agteeing to it, that if we ein find an interpretation of that word 
ot his giving, they will liſten to it, becauſe he is an Authour be- 


yond all exception, and knew his meaniog in his own words; bet- 


ter then Scapula, Buda, Heſichins, Stephanus, Caſaubon, 

Z epperus, Beda, or any'other whatſoever. | LS 
But may ſome ſay, Where ſhall we find him giving its inter- 

pretation? e | 
Tanſwer, Ii we diligently compare the Scriptures, we (hall 


enſily find it. | 


To this purpoſe then let us compare the promiſes made by our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 6 predictions concerning his bapt zing, and 
the pzrformance thereof by him, and ſure that Act that he uſed 
in pzrforming, is a good Interpretation of his meaning in pre- 
dicting and promiſing it. Well then, let us look into Matth. 3. 
11. and {ke there what Fob» the Baptiſt ſays, I indeed (ſays he) 
baptize you With water to repentance, but there comes one after 
me mightier then I, he ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and fire. See allo, Aﬀs 1 5. Fobn indeed baptix d with water, 
but ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt not many dayes 
hence. Now the qaeftion is about the manner of act fignified in 
this word Baptize, whether it be-accomp'iſhed; by dipping, 
plunging the party baptized into the matter of Baptiſm, or that 
wherewith he is baptized, or whether it be performed by ſprink- 
ling that upon him, or by what other action. Now compare 
with theſe fore- mentioned Scriptures thoſe paſſages in which 
this baptiz ing promiſed was accompliſhed, und they will clearly 
u fold unto us by what kind of action the ſignification of that 
word Baptixe, is anſwered. And fuſt, let that be minded, that 
this promiſe of Chrilt to baptize his Apoſtles and Diſciples with 
tbe Holy Ghoſt, was performed on the Day of Pentecoſt, that 
ſoon after followed, as all Interpreters grant, and is ſufficiently 
clear, by comparing this firft of the Acts, with the next fol- 
lowirg Chapter. Where we have the accompliſhment of 
this promiſe ſpoken to by the Apoſtle Peter firſt; in the 
Prophet oel words, and afterwards in his own, in the Prophet 
Jocis, Chap. 2. ver. 16517. This (faith he there) « that that was 
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having received the promiſe of the Holy Ghoſt, hath ſhed, or 
poured forth this that ye now ſee, and hear, What more evident, 
_—_— by Holy Ghoſt wir ai gives this aRion of * 
faid perſon, as the ſigni ati of the word 


That which , led N the promiſe, being 
Baptize. That which is call 1Zing io the promiſe, bei 
a in the performance both in the Proper, col by the Apoſtle call- 
ed a pouring forth, or out upon. Ses it further cleared, by compa- 
ring Ads 10,45. with Act 11.16. In the former place its ſaid, 
That upos the Gentiles Was poured forth the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt : And in the latter place, Peter tells his Brethren, That 
5 therein be called to mind the word of the Lord, who ſaid, ohn 
| indeed baptized With water, but ye ſhall be baptiz:d with the 
| tans, 23. 

Haly Ghoſt : Plainly implying; that in pouring out the Holy i 
Ghoſt upon them, he perform d his word of baptizing them F - 
| with the Holy Ghoſt. | : 4 
=: Now if Jeſus Chrift himſelf bsp:iz'd wich this manner of 

action, pouring the matter wherewich he baptized upon the 

parties he baptized, and the Holy Ghoſt tells us the ned 
in the word Baptixe, be in that manner acted, who can deny 
that that manner of acting upon the patty biptized, is a right 
way of baptizing them? Can we have a bettet pattern in Bap- 
tizing to imitate, then the Lord himſelf ? Or can We baptize in a 
better form of acting then he? Or cin we doubt that this form 
of pouring out water upon the party baptized, is Baptiſm wi:h 
water, when the fame form of pouring out Spirit, is plainly the 
baptizing with Spirit? The difference in the matter of Biptiſm 
changes not the ſignification of the act implyed in the word Bap- 
tixe: eſpecially that phraſe of baptizing with Spirit, and pox- 
ring out of Spirit : having evident allufion to, and being borrow- 
| ed trom ihe pouring ou: of water, and bapting with water, 
if baptizing with water be not to be performed by pouring out 
water upon the perſon we baptize ; neither then is it proper to 
call the pouring out of Spirit upon one the baprizing him withSpi- 
rit, in Mctaphoyggy Speeches words being borrowed from the 
8 this 
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in Euglaud, that are Pedobaptiſts, it eundot thavehe 
AR of Biptiſm is performed by pouring water upon the child, 
or 5 leſs or more, and leſs and more herein makes 
no eſſential difference, ſo there he water poured out upon them, 
wich intent to, or for diſcipling to that Name of Jeſus, by the 
Holy Ghoſts. own interpretation o tho word, it may truly be 
called Baptiſm, ſprinkling with water, beiog not different from 
pouring out much water upon them, except in the quantity of 
the water: And both Metaphors are uſed in the Scripture, to fig- 
nifie the ſame ſpiritual thing ſignified in Baptiſm. As in Iſai. 52. 
15. He that is ( hriſt ſhall ſprinkle many Nations. And truly, 
] am not ſatisfied that the Holy Ghoſt there uſes that expreſſion 
only to ſigoifis his ſprinkling his grace or doctrine upon them, 
but alſo to ſiguiſis and foretel the ſprinkling them by way of Bap- 
tiſm info his Name by his S:rvants, and that with reference to 
that fore-ſeen, he uſes this pbrafe, to ſigniſie his ſprinkling them 
wich his grace or doctrine alſo. Why we may not interpret the 
Holy Gholt as literally here, as in the expreſſions next followiog, 
and all ale g the next Cbapter, I ſee no convincing reaſon as 
yet that cai. be produced. So in Exe. 36.25. J will ſprinkle 
clean water upon jou, and ye ſhall be olean, d ffers not in ſub- 
ſtance from that in //as. 44. 3, 4. { will pour Water upon him that 
i thirſly, ec. Though I conteſs chere is another Metaphor in 
it, and another operation of the grace of God there hin:ed : So 
that I hope bythe ligh: of this conſideration, the Antipedobaptiſts 
will ſee thak there is no ſuch neceſficy of plunging or dipping for 
the baptizing a perſon, as men are ready to be perſwaded by 
they noiſe the make about it. | | 
0bjeft, I know ſome object thoſe phraſes of being buried with Chrift 
in Baptiſm, Rom. 6. 3, 4. Colloſ. 2. 12. As if the Apoſtle 
thert in ſpoke of the external rite of Baptiſm, butying the body of 
5 the party baptized under the water for ſome ſhort ſpace of time, 
F 25 is uſed in plunging men. | 
- Anſw,1. To which I anſwer, That perhaps they might have ſuch a rite, 
*t and ſucha rite is very conſiſtent with Baptiſm, and might lau- 
* dably be practiſed, but that it is eſſential to Baptiſm, or that in- 
= * deed they ſo did in baptizing, is more then ami ccipture will in- 
; | force ; 
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3. I conceive then that thoſe phraſes ſpeak either of the inter- 
nal baptizing by Spirit, which the-Saints and faithful had proved, 
in which their hearts were broken off from ſelf, and world, 
dead arid buried to all confidences Ih the fleſh, and buried: into 
fellowſhip with Chriſt in his death, to yeild up to conformity 
to him therein, in which alſo they experimeoted a quickening 
and raiſing up of their hearts to confidence in God, and readineſs 
to walk in newneſs of life. Upon which grounds the Apoſtle 
after infers, 1f then ye be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things 
that are above, C0l.3.1, In which ſurely he muſt need ſpeak of 
their internal rifing by the anſwer of a good conſcience in the 
ioward waſhing them with the grace of God ; for as to the ri- 
fing up out of the water of Baptiſm in the external Ordinance, 
there could be no gronnd for an it, as if any of them, in cafe they 
ever were plunged or buried under it, never came out, or roſe up 
again there: Vea, why might he not upon that ground put in 
that partitive clauſe c iGenli onus, ſo many of ns as were bap- 
tized into Chriſt, Rom.6.3. Gal. 3. 26, 27. As if perhaps not ail 
outwardly bapt zed, and of the Church in its external form, had 
experience of this Baptiſm here ſpoken of. Beſide, Circumeiſion 
i ſometime ſo ſpoken of, not for the outward Ordinance, but the 
inward frame of the heart, or circumciſion in the ſpirit, as in 
Rom.2-28,29. Ph l. 3.3. Jer. 4.4. And why the Apoſtle might 
not ſpeak of Biptiſm in ſuch a way too, as to ſpeak of the in- 
ward real Baptiſm of the heart, and not of the fl. ſh, I fee no 
reaſon can bggiven of any ſorce at all. Nay its ſure the Apoſtle 
Peter doth Peak of Baptiſm in that ſence, 1 Pet. 3 21. Baptiſm 
no w ſaves us not the putting away the filth of the fleſh, which 
is done in the outward athof the external Orainance, but the 
ftipmlation or anſwer of 4 good conſcience through the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt : which place ſeems well to open and anſwer 
to that in Col,2.12. Or, 

4. If we take them to ſpeak alſo of outward baptizing, then it 
(hews not ſo much the external form and ceremony of it, as the 
inward end, intention, and ſcope of it. Its a coming into Chrift 
at leaft, ſo far as to the out ward Inſtitution and Government, and 
ſo a profefied Obligation to him, and to his death, to look for 
all ſalvation there-chrough, and have fellowſhip with him there-- 
in, In which the perſon baptized was deaded to the world in 
ts 
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ies former, or all other Tnſtications, Religions, Hopes, F 
thio gs ſtood in thoſe times, in which he that eame unde r the 
koowledgment and profeſſion of Chriſt, became therein xs a 
man dead, andburied co all efteem, and repute or love of the 
world,) that ſo they ſhould, or might Walk in newneſs of life, 
after the new Inſtitution and Doctrine of Chriſt, anto which 
we are in Baptiſm delivered, and not according to the old and 
wild inclinations of aur nature or cuſtoms, and inſtitutions of 
the World. And this holds true be the external form of baptizing 
What it will, and let Baptiſm be underftood to reach as far as it 
will; for whether the body be dipt or waſht in whole or in 
part into the Name and profeſſion of Chriſt: A man is thereby 
buried with him, and made as a dead man out of fight to the 
love and efteem of the enemies of Chriſt ; and is obliged and 
bound to be ſo, as to the hopes, confidences, delights, cuſtoms, 
and vanities of the world, to be to all them as dead and buried, 
that ſo he may walk in the Doctrine and InftruRtion of Chrift, 
which alſo will render a man as a dead, crucified, or buried thing 
to the world. And here is a putting on Chrift, 28 te external pro- 
ſeſſion and obligation, fo much the outward Baptiſm brings 
under the bond of, and delivers up unto: And where ever the 
ſoul is inwardly baptized into the death of Chriſt, there in that 
deach of. his its buried wich him to all its former hopes, confi- 
denees, and principles, really and actually, (though ſpiritually, 
and not carnally) and therein its quickened up to live to God in 
mewneſs of life, having really: pus on Chriſt, at to intereſt in 
his priviledges, and conformity to him, crucified as to the old 
wan, but quickened in the new, Which word (cracified) is 
there uſed of that ſaid to be done in Baptiſm, as alſo the word 
planting together With him, ver. 5. 6. Though I think they ſhould 
y miſtake the Apoſtle, that ſhould thence argue, that they 
fome ſuch outward rices of reſembling a crucifying, and an 
implanting in their external baptizing, . - 
In what is ſaid, I ſuppoſe their miſtake alſo may appear, who 
from theſe and the like places argue, and conclude, That the 
External Bap'izing is a Seal of union With Chriſt, andforgive- 
neſs of ſins, &c. which cannot be true: Except by union with 
Chrift they mean by way of N or engaged ä 
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to his docttine, as all baptized. into Aoſes, became in that ſenſe 
one with him; ot as they that ſubſeribe and come under the 
Pa:liameprary Authority, are in that ſenſe one with them. And 
ſo indeed its true, That in Baptiſm we are buried with Chriſt, 
ro external Circumciſion, and fo to the Obſervations of Adoſes 
Law, and b.come of his party, ot under his way of inſtitution, 
and nur ture, obliged to his doctrine and commands, in whom 
we receive the end of all Meſes his inſtitution; and except by 
forgiveneſs of ſins, is meant the not impucing former treſpaſſes, 
or the guile of them, to the prohibiting or keeping out from 
his Church and Kingdom, but that they may be admitted chere- 
into to wait upon him, and attend to him therein for ſpiritual 
union with, renovation by, and conformity to Chriſt; for fo 
we grant, God was in Chriſt reconciling the World to himſelf, 
not imputing their treſpaſſes to them, and hath ſo blotted out 
Col. 215: the hand. writing of Ordinances againſt all Nations, that be 
welcometh them in their coming in to him, and reckoneth them 
20 more unclean, nor will charge their fallies upon them, ſo 4 
10 debar their coming in amongſt his people, to be a people to him, 
as we noted before. Only ſuck ems, as (like the alder fon in the . 
parable, Luke 15.) ſtamble, and will not come in, and ſuch 
Gentiles as count it a fooliſh offer that is made them, and joyn | 
in unbelicf with the Jews, or make fond excuſes, and refuſe, de- 
prive themſelves of the benefit of that non-imputation of their 
ire/paſſes, which the Goſpel proclaims to all, and Bapiiſnifoals- 
to all that come in by vertus of that general Proclamation, 2 
Cor. 5. 19. Rom 11. 11, 12,15. But if by union with Chriſt, ig: 
meant, as I conc:ive it is, union in ſpirit, and ſpiritual privi- 
ledges to eternal life, and by remiſſion of (ins, ſuch a forgiveneſs; 
8 as to take them into Covenant, as proper heirs of its peculiar pri- 
; viledges and bleſſings, and right to the eternal inhericance, then 
chough Baptiſm wieneffing to Chriſt, and pointing us to him, 
witneſz to the enjoyment of that union and forgiveneſs through 
- the hearty belief on Chriſt, yet it ſealeth them not to the ſeveral 
parties baptized outwardly, as their undoubted portion and pri- 
viledge in and by coming to this Baptiſm, and ſo to be profeſt 
Subjects in the Kingdom, or Church»ftate of Chriſt, to bo en- 
joyed by them. The ſcaling of that is the proper work of the Spi- 
rot Chriſt, as hath been noted before. And thus have we alſo 
viewed theſe Ob jectiom. But, 4. In 
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baptiſts, that believe che Extent of Chriſts Death and Ranſom ; 
yea, it makes me call to mind, that it is a prime Argument with 
many of them, and therefore I conceive it very needful to ſay 
ſomthing to it, and ſhew irs invalidity. It is to this purpoſe. 
Chriſt by his death and ſufferiogs hath wholly d ſolved, and Object. 4. 
taken off from all men the guile and condemnation that was 
brought on all men by Adams fin, and fo from all Infants, fo as 3 
that none ſhall periſh now, but for his own perſonal finning 2 2 
ainſt the Government and goodneſs of God by Chriſt ; there- 5 
ore as Tertullian ſays, Quid feſtinet innocent æta ad remiſſio- 
nem? Seeing Infants are not in danger of periſhing while ſuch, 
nor have any ſin to be waſhed from, no need is there of their bo- 
ing baptized. To this purpoſe is Maſter Neudals reafoning once 
and again, and particularly in Chaps, 17. Pag. 203. twice, and 
again, Pag. 207. To which I anſwer. 
| 1. By denying the Conſequence, becauſe though Chriſt indeed 
bath dyed for all, and through his death the benefit is to all men 
to juſtification of life, Rom. 5.18, So #3 that there is ſalvation 
extendible to them ia the publick perſon, and tenderable to them 
in the Goſpel. So as that They are ſo far redeemed from under 6 
the Law, or firſt Covenant mads with Adam, as that though 
they have broken it in him, yet they are not under a neceſſity of 
deſtruction, but Chriſt hath power to forgive their ſins, and 
bring them unto God, that ſin and law notwithſtanding : And 
no Scripture ſpeaks of any periſhing finally, for that Adam finned 
but generally for their own perſonal rejections of the light, im- 
priſonings of ths truth, abufes of goodneſs, and patience, and 
rebellions againſt Spirit, by and through Jeſus Chriſt extended 
and sfforded, as witneſs, Prov. 1. 22, 23,24. Ce. Exek. 24. 1 3. 
Joſh. 3.19. and 12.48. Rom.1.1$,19,20,21--28, 2 Theſ.1.7. & 
2.10. Rom, 2. 4,5. with divers others, which alſo ſeem to me, %, — p83; 
may be inforced from Maſter Kenda/s own conceffions; as 
when he grants, That all the goodneſs, patience, mercy, men 
en 
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no ſuch good ching being exec 

with Alam, broken by us, for 

follow, That te ſtood in the breach, ſtopt the courſe of the 
Liw, curfing us only, and debarring us of all good, and gave it 
its ſatisfaction for all for their breach of it, and fin againſt it; 
that being in it ſelf inflexible, and not other wiſe diverted from 
xccurling us, and depriving us of all good but by ſatisfaction gi. 
ven to it in ſome other bearing: its ſentence for us; for if the 
3 Law could upon other terms have diſpenſed wi:hour enjoyment 
b- | of good, and ſuſpended its ſentence ; yea, bave peimitted mer- 
| cy to us inſtead of curſe; we do in vain put the enjoyment of 
of thoſe good 1 upon Chriſts Mediation. If then he hath 
ſuffered the curſe of i 


it for all, and ſo given it its demands, as that 
he hath power to give contrary to its ſentence, then are all men 
no longer under it, as the Covenant of life, and favour in the 
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aq tight of God, or in regard of his binding them to live by their 
& perſonal obedience of it in Adam, and themfelyes, or elſe for 
E ever to be accurſed, and periſh; Though in mens conſciences it 


have this dominion, unleſs and till their ignorant hearts be better 
i 1141.43. 6. and informed, and believe the truth, and as a means of convincement 
WH 49. 6,7. of ſin, and ſo tending to ſalvation, it is yet in its force, as in the 
Þ Matth. 25. 3 1. hand of Chriſt, who is become the Covenant to the people, ac- 
e the Env. cording to mens ſubjeRion, to whom in the light he affords, or 
N fioning againſt him, they are now to be judged. Though all this, 
I ay, be ſo, yet it follows not from thence, either, 
1. That Tofants are guilty of, or have no fin in them: For the 
death of Chriſt neither maketh them leſs guilty of having fin in 
Adam, or of being guilty of that fip as in him, nor doth it take 
corruption or uncleanneſs out of them by its ſelf; men may be 
guilty in themſelves of that that is not imputed to them, and for 
which being forgiven, they ſhall not ſuffer. Paul nevertheleſs 
charges himſelf with being the chief of ſinners, becauſe his fin 
wan forgiven him through the blood of briſt, 1 Tim.1.15, And 
it is not Chriſts dying for men ſimply renews then, but the diſ- 
covery of the grace and truth of God to them, and the belief of 
it with the operations of the Spirit of God therein, that cleanſes 
both the conſcience and ſpirit of men. Children are conceived 
in iniquity, and born in fin, ſpring out of an unclean root, aud 
| therefor; 
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That Baptiſm (wers it ſo) is needleſs for, 
1. The Death of Chriſt for a man is ſa far from rendring Bip- 
l tiſm needleſs to that man, that indeed there is no ground for 
1 baptizing any man but by vertus of, and upon the account of 
1 his death for him. Chriſt as dead, and riſen for us, is the ground 
. and foundation of all merciet, and of all ordinances, and the 
; promiſe of hins Was the foundation of all the ordinances before 
his coming, 1 Cor. 3. 11. Epheſ.2.20. as might eaſily be eviden- 1 
ced. Had it not been for his ſt. pping in, we had forthwith up- | — 
on breach of Gods Covenant leyn for ever in death and miſery A 
without any mercy, or favour to us, or hope of delivery: but 
for that Chriſt had not had authori:y and power over any man 
: to diſpenſe favour to him, or deal otherwiſe with him, then ac- 
cording to the deſert of his fin, and ſentence of the Law, nor 
had there been any remiſſion of fins either to be ſealed to, or 
ſought for by any perſon, nor no way for adoring or worſhip- 
ping God, nor could ten thouſand baptiſms do, or have done a- 
ny man the lealt benefit, had not Chrift dyed for him; therefore, 
me thinks, its ſtrange, that the granting of this ſhould make Bip- 
tiſm needl-{s, but for which Baptiſm is wholly groundleſs. Tnis 
might eafily be retorted againtt himſ(clf, that there is no ground 
for baptiz ing children, or very uncertain if Chriſt dyed not for 
all; ie would then be rather needful of the two, to (ay till they 
grow up, and give ſome teſtimony of their faith, and ſo hopes 
that they are of the Election, eſpecially Bapiiſm being into the 
death of Chriſt, Rom. 4. 2,3. that we may have good ground to 
baptize them into that that's for them, 

2. Baptiſm doth neither take (in out of the nature, nor off of 
the conſcience: I fay this Bapts/m by water, 1 Pet,3.21. much 
lefs doth it take fin from belore the preſence of God, ſo as tbat 
he imputes it not to men, that the having theſe things undone, 
ſhould be the ground of its Adminiſtration, as the Ob jection 
ſuppoſes, whil: the ſuppoſing thoſe things to be already done by 
the death of Chriſt, is brought to argue it needleſs. As its the 
ſufferings of Chriſt that hath ſatisficd for fin, and redeemed 
men from under the firft Covenini to be now dealt with in, and 

| 1 throuzk 
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lieving, nor before, take away (io. That phraſe, Ariſe, and be 
baptized, aud Waſh away thy fins, calling upon the Name of the 
Lord, Act. 22.13. ſigniſies hut either, that in calling upon the 
wer of the Lord, and yielding himſelfe to his Baptiſm, he 
ſhould, 

1. D.clare and manifeft his hearty cloſing with the Lord Jeſus, 
and that he did repent him really of bis former practiſes againſt 
him, and ſo ſhould manifeft, That he received forgiveneſs of 
bus five, or, 

2, That fo he ſhould receive the external ſoul, or ratification 
of forgiveneſs of fins to the believer. 

And ſo, 3. Receive a Miniſterial forgiveneſs, or waſhing them 
away, ſo is to be no longer reckoned by the Church aperſecuter 
of it, and ſtranger from it, but to be owned by them, as clean- 
ſed from his former fins : and that phraſe, Bapticed for the for- 
giveneſs of fins, As 2.38. That that hath ſealed forgiveneſs of 
tins in Chriſt to them, to be diſpenſed in believing, and that in 
yeildiog to the Name, and entering into the Profeſſion, and 
Church of Chriſt, they were in the way to receive it from him, 
or have it ſealed to them: But choſe phraſes prove not, That the 
out ward Baptiſm either ſatisfied for, or procured cleanſing in 
conſcience or heart from fin. 

3. The having fin taken away off from men in point of ob- 
noxiouſneſs to puniſhmene, or off of their conſciences ; yea, the 
putting a man into ſuch a condition, as in which he is actually 
capable of ſalvation, and ſo the rendring Baptiſm not neceſſa- 
ry co ſalvation, doth not take away the need of Biptiſm, or 
make that the Adminiſtration of it ſhould be groundleſs, 
for, | | | 

1. Then none ſhould be baptized at all ; for we do not find 
Bzptiſm aſſerted as neceſlarygo ſalvation to any in the Scripture, 
I mean the outward Baptiſim, ) ſo as that without it no ſalvation. 
We 
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16.16, bur ne 


2. Then both the Antipedobaptifts, and Maſter Kendal bap- 
tize needleſl;, for, 3 

r. The Antipedobaptifts ſay, They believe before they are bap- All ics necef. 
tized, ſurcly if they delieve they are actually under the promiſe Gy, is bur a2 
of forgiveneſs ; yea by faith are juſtified from their (ins; and <5 pre. 
the death of Chriſt without doubt hath diſcharged them before gs 
God, and brings remifion to their con'c'erces, and begins to fake it 
purifie their hearts, and ſo they are trauſſited from death to life, cfarvr 
eue; Baptiſm; therefore by their rule Bapr iſm is needleſs for 
them. 

2. Maſter Kendals principles make it needleſs too, for did 
not Chriſt dye for the elect Infants ; and if fo, ought they to dye 
again, or periſh in the fins Chriſt dy:dfor ? Or ought they not 
rather, as Maſter Oven (ayes, to be diſcharged of all actions and 
ſuits that may be made againſt them? Say they not all, its unjuſt 
that Chriſt hould bear their fins, and themſelves too ? $5 that | 4 
they are ſafe enough from condemnation, nor poſſibly could pa- -Y 
riſh, though nat baptized with outward Baptiſm. And as for 3 
all other Intants, they can have no good by it, but moſt perilh, it | 
notwithſtanding being Treprobate ; Ergo, no need for Baptiſm 
by that reaſoning. | | 

But 3, There are other uſes and ends of Baptiſm, and reaſons 
of its zppointment, in order to wh.ch there is need of it: 


As, 
1. The obeying and fulfilling Chriſts Commiſſion for diſcipling 
all the Gentilis, baptizing them, Matth. 28.19. 
2. The bringing or admitting them to Carift in his Church 
or Kingdom for his more ſpecial protection and bleſſing, Matib. 
19. 13,14. ” | 
3. The diſcipling tn. , or obliging them to be brought up ; Cr; 10. 2. 
| + 3 


to Hatti:.28.19 


Epheſ. . 4 5. 
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to the acknowledgement ot the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and 
not in the wayes of pr „ind Gentiliſm. | 

4. The ſealing the righteouſneſs of the faith of the Goſpe 
preached to, and believed by Abraham, bur more fully perform- 
ed and declared now; is that though by nature we, and all ours, 
are uncle an, unfic for fellowſhip with God, and admiſſion into 

Kirgdom, yet through the death of Jeſus Chriſt for us there is 
forgiveneſs for us in him, and for ours, an entrance into his King- 
dom where bleſſing is to be met with, for making us meet for 
fel.owſhip with himſelf. 

5. The ſolemn profeſſion of the Parents, or Nutturers faith in 
the Goſpel of Chrift, in bringiog them to have his Name put up- 
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on them, with a knd of publick engagement upon themſelves, 
to bting them up for Chrilt. | 


6. The putting away the fi/th of the fleſh, 1 Pet. 3 20. the 
{tain of Gentiliſm, and ſo the puttirg 2 Note of diſtinction be- 


tween themſelves with theirs, and the Heatbens that have not 


the Nzme of Chriſt upon them. So that no ground for, nor ſub- 
ſtance in that Objection fling ſo often in Maſter Goodwin: diſh, 
by Maſter Kendal. | : | 
Indeed I rather wonder upon what what zccount he can bap- 
tize Infants, that makes the Sctipture-Jarguage fo uncertain, 25 
that all Nations or. Gentiles by his Line of interpretation may 
poſſibly reach but a few unknown perſons of ſome Nations, and 
that expreſſs ſuch raſh concept ions of the Reprobation of ma- 
ny Infants; As when he ſayes, Pag. 72. Chap. 8. Though they 
aye in Infancy before they be capable of doing any work in one 
kind or other on earth, yet they ſhall acknowleage ( hriſt in hell, 
and bow their little guilty knees, &c. I am (ure, no Scriptats 
tells him ſo, Me thinks, his docttme is far more obnoxious to 
doubts and ſeruples about Infant-baptiſm, then the other. Con- 
cerning which Doctrine, (ſeeing I have had occaſion to mention 
him) I muſt needs ſay, Mafter Kendal is more beholding to his 
Mcraphyficks, then to the Scriptures, for his belief and mainte- 
rance of it. As not only his Book throughout, but his own poſi- 
tive confeffion therein, Chap. 16. Pag. 159. declare: Where he 
(ays, Is was his laying a good foundation in Logick and Meta- 
phyficks, that kept him upri ght in theſe coniroverſies of Divini- 
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ty. See I pray then upon what a good foundation that Doctrine 
is built and upheld ; not upon the only good and ſure fowndati- 
en of the Prophets and Apoſtles, Epbeſ. 2.19, 20. (whom he 
plainly confefles thit Chriſt never ſent to read us any Mes- 
phyſical Lectures, about thoſe points of the ſimplicity of God, 
and ſo by conſ quence not about Neceſſity, Contingency, Li- 
berty ) but upon Phyloſophy, which che Apoſtle bids us beware 
of left ic ſpoyl us iu the matters of our faith, telling us it is but 
the vain deceit of man; and however ſolid and ſubfſantial ic 
ſcems to be, it will but deceive us, Col. 2.8. A goodly fonnda- 
tion that both he and his doctrine ſtands on. Gramercy then, 
(to uie his own phraſe) to Logick, and Metsphyſicks, for his 
being right in the faith, more then to the Grace or irre ſiſtable 
power of God, at leaſt more then to the Goſpel, and holy Scrip- 


„Pag. 123. 
Cbap. 4. 


= 


ures, and Grace, as therein declared ; for however the nalearn= 1 


ed Apoftle tells us, That they, the Scriptures are able to make 
us Wiſe to ſalvation, (to preſerve himſelf and others e 
ducements.) Through faith in Feſns Chriſt, yea able to furmſb 
the man of God pefefth to every good work, (Whether to toe 
doctrine, rebuke evil praiſes, reprove and ſtop the mquthes of 
gain-ſayers, ſave himſelf and hearers.) Yer Maſter Xendal had 
not gone wrong, and had nor been able to have made ſo folid an 
Anſwer, as he ſuppoſes his to be co Maſter Goodwin, had not 
his Logick and Metaphyſicks ſtood him in more ſtead then all 
the Scriptures. In anſwering or ſpeaking to which he uſually 
bungles. No marvail that he ſo ſeriouſly and highly commends 
theſe Studies, (of which the Apoſtle bids us be wirs we put not 
too much in them) to the Fellows and Students of Exeter Colledg 
in Oxford,. ia his Epiſtle to them telling them, It is impoſſible to be 
profitable without thoſe Studies. Oh what's become Paul of thy 
aſſertion of the Scriptures ſufficiency to make us perfect and pra- 
fitable to every purpoſe | Nay he tells them, They will find that 
a bare pair of ſhears aud a mei. yard he means, (he ſays) a lit. 
the Logick and Phyloſophy will land them in I know not how 
much ſtead. Yes, they ſerve notably, as he uſes them, to meaſure 
the Efſence and Nature of God, the manner of his willing, know- 
ing, acting, and the dependencies of 1 actiom there- 
upon by his rule of effects and ts and applications of them 
| 3 co 
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dot been for that be would not have reſpited them: Nay indeed, 
: | 1 


to the truths of the Goſpel, to limit and ſhorten them moſt gel- 
laorly, and to leave us but alittle of that truth and goodneſs they 
ſeem to have in them. 

As to inſtance, 1. To Ezek, 33. 11. As I live, ſaith the 
Lord, I have no pleaſure in the death of the Wicked, &c. He ap- 
plyes his Metaphyſical yard-wasd, and meaſuring it by that, he 
finds, that what ever God hath no pleaſure in ſhall not take 
place, and ſo meaſuring it further by the appearance in the event 
he finds it will agree only to the Elect; nay, and by anocher falſe 
application of to it, to his et-yard,makes ic to run but even with 
the perſons ſpok en. to, the Houſe of 1/racl, forgetting the 


Mood Dari, That particular Applications may be well made 


from general Propoſitions ; And then comes his Pbilo/opbical- 


| ſhears, and at one cut ſhips off all them wicked, that in conclu- 


ſion do dye, and ſo the truth of chat ſaying, Exe. 18. ult. yea, 
and yet further by vertus of his former application of his Met- 
yard (nip away all the reality of that dy ing there ſpoken of, and 
makes but the force of hin that djeth, to be him that by bis fins 


did deſerus to dye, but indeed ayes not: yea, ſaips away all our 


Intereſt in that notable teſtimony of good will to ſinners, and 
inconrage ment given to wicked men ot the Gentiles to repene. 
Again, — 

2. Applying the ſaid Met. yard to 2 Chron. 36.15. where its 
ſaid of eraſalem, and the pes, That God ſent bu Prephets to 
them, and Meſſengers rijing up betimes, and ſending them; 
Becauſe he had compaſſion on his people, and on his dwelling 
place; and by that he meaſures his compaſſion to be but à re- 
ſpiting their overthrow for a time, till he had ſent bis Words, 
Prophets, and Meſſengers : and then by his Phyloſophical- (pears 
off goes all his /ove of pity and benevolouſneſs of affrction to 
them: in which he deſited not their deſtruction, but their repen- 
tance, and living rather; yea, and all the dependance of the ſend» 
ing of the Prophats, and Meſſengers upon any compaſſion in 
him as the cauſe of it; yea indeed the ſending of his Prophets 


us rather by this AAet- yard, the cauſe of the compaſſion to- 


ward them; for he did bu reſpit their deſtruction till he ſhould 
ſeud them his Word and Prophets, and therefore ſure had it 
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ib. 


or that time believes, ſhall be ſaved, as ſtill eee, not 
ſo 


for them to believe on, or ſuch a Medium of ſalvation, a - 


| therein. 


on, reſpiting of their dener 

8 fol roy them only 3) yen, by 1 

and defelts, purpoſed according to the rule laid down 

Pag.85. Chap. it contained further in it a purpoſe to bring 

them to 2 greater ruine. And this in his Metaphyſical Divinity, 

is Gods compaſſion. FOE, - 
3. Applying the ſame Met - yard to Jobs 3.16, 17. or rather 3 

that to ic he finds that the love of God canner reach fo far as to 4 

the wer id of mankind in general, fo as to have prepared ſuch an 

Object of faith of his Son, and ſuch plenteouſneſsof ſalvation 

in him, That Whoſoever of it believes, ſhall be ſaved; therefore 

with his cars, he ſnips off all but the Ele&, that is, ſuch as are = 

eternally ſaved. And further to make ſenſe of the phraſe, that 

Whoſoever believes ) he ſnips it ſo, is to mailte it, That whoſo- 

ever of the Elect of this, or that Nztivo, condition, or at this, 


* 


all of them, of all Nations, and in alf Ages, xelieve; and 
here he ſnips ſo deſperately, that he cut fo much off, (as in all 
the reſt almoſt) that of what he cuts off, iti may as ttuly, or ra- 
ther be ſaid, God ſo hated the World, that he gave not Chriſt 


affords any good ground for their believing, or poſſibility of 
their . ; 5 abſolutely deſtined how 2 fin Doro 
deſtruction : yea, and he ſaips off the truth ot that in Feb» 12. 
47. where Chriſt is affirmed fo ro come not 10 judge the world, 
but to ſave the world: 2s to include the unbelleveron him too 


4. Applyi os _ to 1 Tix. 4. 4. 22 pes al the 3 
part of all; as if we mighr'no pray for all, betauſo hot Page 26, 27. 

— allcaſes, as in caſe of bh dC becauſe 

Chrift praying for things whereof onely men xs actual believers 

are capable excludes the world, (that is, menas, and while yet 

uncalled) from being the objects of thofe requeſts, when us yer 

his end in praying for thoſe things for believers' was the good of 

che world amongſt whom he ſent them, and that they might be- Ver. 18. >> 

tieve that God ſent mim, even 21 the them bel | already had 23. F 17: 

properly ſuitable to them, as Spirꝶt of Government, and — 
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Rs, 


edneſs, i John 5.19. — 
6. By the like Application of Rom. 14.14. and 1 Cor. S. 11. 

to his Mety- ard, he by his ears ſnips off all the Apoſtles Ar- 
gument drawn from the miſchief that might tecrue to the weak 
Brother that Chriſt dyed for, and makes little better then a meer 
ſcare-crow of it, like the bidding of an Archer, take hecd, if 
ſhooting with his arrow the roof of Paul down, which would 
fall alone, if not ſo mightily ſupported with ſtrong matble Pil- 
lars, that ten thouſand Arrows cannot bring ic down, though 
they may do ſome little damage by ſticking in the wood · work, 
or raſivg the Leads. Vet he gives ſuch large meaſure to 2 «ror, 
bim for whom Chriſt dyed, by making him to ſignifie men of 
that ſpecies, that he quite ſnips out the Weak man Chriſt dyed for. 
7. Applying te the ſatn&Rule or Met-yard the Type of the 


Pap. 157. Rrazen Serpent, (to pals oger many particulars). he ſnips out 
| all 
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by this ſnipping 


all the blind men that were befote he pr 


: 7obn 6.37,38, While he makes Chriſt indeed as man to will their 
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any ſuch, though were there ſuch no more was required of the: 1 
then what God requires of blind men, and they are ſuppoſed -  * 
poſſibly they may do, ai. 42.18. To look towards the object - 
with their blind eyes, that they might ſee, = 
8. And to ſay no more, Applying to it that in Matth. 23.37. 8 
How often would I have gathered thy children. He meaſures it 1 
ſo ſcantly, as that he cuts off the Godhead of Chriſt from that, 5. the like 1 
mould have gathered, and by that means not only clips off the Epreſſion - 
zuthority of thoſe places, in 2 Ear. 2. 20, 30. 32, 33% where ſpoken of 
thoſe words are applyed to the Lord Almighty, but alſo clips God, Ext. 24. i 
his wigs fo ſhort, under which they ſhould be gathered, making * zo Y 
them but the wings of a man, as that I fear they could not give 1 
ſufficient protection to them; To ſay nothing, That in the Min- 
hood he came not often to them, but by his Prophets in his Spi- 
tit he came often, (which concurrence alſo of the Spirit with 
the outward means afforded, as the patience of God to ſuch as 
perithe in impeglſncy he clips off, contrary to Gen. 6.3. and 
r Pet.3. 19, 20. And ſo from other means more plentitully af- 
forded to thoſe e, contrary to Neb. 9. 20.30. Iſai. 5. 3, 4. 
Iſai. 63. 10, 1 1, 12. Zach. 7. 11,12. As 7.51.) Yea, he „ 
off all the real ſimilitudes of God from Chriſt, and faithfulneſs IF Las 


i , . : | oh 9,19, 
in not doing his own, but his Fathers will, by himſelf aſſerted, , = 3 


gathering, and endeavours it, when as God had no love or com- 

paſſion towards them, nor willed their gathering. As for 

Chr [ts purchaſing faith and repentance for the Elect, (by pur- | 

chaſing, underſtanding the obliging God to wake them actually 

believe,) I think its a (bred of humane Traditiag, that he brings 

not any Scripture td prove, nor is it ſown with the thread of 

any firm connexion with his owa principless Tor if God with- 

out reſpeR to Chriſts death decreed abſolutely to bring theſe and 

thoſe perions to glory, ſurely there needed no obligation to be 

put upon him by the death of Chtift, to give them that that is 

neceſſarily requifite thereto. Chriſt needed not except to remove 

the Sentence of the Law, and fo ſin as obſtructing the diſpenſa- „ 

tion of thoſe good things conducing to glory, and to keep them | 1 

from ſtopping up the paſſages of his love, and then his own pur- 2 
V poſes 
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poſes and good will, will 1 ſayes engaged for the execu 


rev 


of themſelves to) give to every one according thereunto. Chrift | 
hath procured that without violation of truth or juftice, he may | þ 


give grace and glory to men, and ſo much he may as he pleaſes | 
give to any min without any ſuch violation. As for his ſaipping | 
the 2 Per.2.1. and cutting off the real aggravation of the falſe 

Teschers, fin by making the Text of no broder a meaning then 

only that Peter ſpakt charitably, or according to ſuch a judge- 

ment as there could be no ground for (his ſpeech being not about 

any Church. members as ſuch, but dogmatically, and by way of : 

P: ophecy, both of the way and end of ſome perſons in the future, 

who being deſcribed to be ſuch, and to have ſuch an end, could 

not together therewith be charitably ſuppoſed, according to thoſe 

principles to have been bought or redeemed ; nor being falſe 

Teachers were ſo much 2s in a {ceming way to be bought, bur 

rather in an appearing way not to have been bought byhis prin- 

ciples ; falſe reaching being no probable ſigne ↄf Election, though 

to eftabliſh his ſeeming good gioſs on this ple impertinent- 
ly quotes a3 place without exception to prove” that the Scrip- 

ture ſpeaks in that Dialect, 2 C70. 28. 23. Ahbaz worſhipped * 
the Gods of Damaſcus, which ſlew him; Sure he forgot that the 
Gentiles worſhipped Devils, 1 Cor.10.20, and they by the Syr;. 

ang might ſmite him, as well as rob 70% by the Sabeans. As allo 

that Names of places are put for the Inhabitants, as O feruſalem, 

thou that kilieſt the Prophets, Matth. 23.37. And ſo are of a 

plural ſignificatiop, and fo the ſenſe is as Tremzlins allo ren- 

ders it, Sacriſicadit Diis Damaſcenor percutientium ipſum, The 


Gods of Dæmaſcus, which Damaſcus (mote him. This I fay, [ 
{Hall paſs over, he that will ſee more thereabout, may ſee it in 
my Anſwer to Maſter Owen, which it he pleaſe, he may have at , 
Matter Cripſe, or Maſter Moules, or Matter Calvert: Shops 
in London. 

Indeed he deals with few Scriptures in this Controverſie, but 
he miſerably ſcants and clips them. If my Taylor kept ſuch a falſe 
\{ct-yard, and could keep his (hears no better from ſnipping #: 
way all my cloth, he (hould have little of my cuſtom; but I think, 
ttough he be no man of his word, he can Keep his met. yard and 
1s (hears honeſt enough. Maſter Kexda! might have afforded 
the 
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feſply mind, not holding the head, &c. as follows in that Chap- 


and Gooſe of a preſſing wit, might have been fit to 

do leſs. harm on a Shop- bord, then in a Pulpit with their world. 

ly rudiments, and humane Divinity. I hope the Reader will pat- 

don this digreſſion, and Maſter Goodwin, that I have here put in 

this bit to Ray ſtomacks, till he have p:epared a fuller meal of 

Reply to him. Indeed the unſavourineſs and ungodlineſs of ſuch 

piſfages, as while men pretend to ſuch ſpecial grace, and to ſuch 

jealouſie for Gods glory, in the mean while to give the honour 

of his truth and grace to humane Sciences, and heatheniſh Phi- 

loſophy, and caſt ſuch diſparagements upon the Sgptures, and 

Divine Revela:ions, which ate the Weapons of our Piritual war. 

fare, mighty through God to pull down thoſe wyugduale x; Ne- 

yiauts, ſtrong holds, and reaſonings, which Philoſophy, and vain + 

deceits of men build up againſt it, provoked me hereunte. The 1 „ 1833 
Students ſhould do far better to ſtudy the Scriptures well, and there 5 
eſpecially that ſecaggd to the Coloſſians, and held for true and have ſome te- 
certain, That Myſtery of God, Father, aud Chriſt, as fetence © 
preached in t el, are hid up all the treaſures of wiſdom Kone , 
and knowledge, and that in (hriſt we are compleatly furniſued © I 2540 
as well for wiſdom, and for profiting one another, as for rights. ; 
ouſneſs, 1 Cor.1,30. So 2s that 4 we need not to turn aſide to * wt 
the Law of Moſes to make us rig hteous, ſo neither need we to 25 © chic, 
turn aſide to Philoſophy, and vain deceits of men, after the ru- 
diments of the world, and traditions of men, and not after 
Chriſt, (however by men highly commended as nec ſſary for ur, 
to be profitable, and to be made and kept upright in the faith ot 
Chriſt) to make us wiſe unto ſalvation, Nay, they had need to 
take theſe counſels, to take heed of being ſpoyled with Philoſo- 
phy, for there is more danger of being ſpoyled by it from Chriſt, 
then being built up in him; while men are led away raſhly to 
pry info things they have not ſeen, being vainly puft wp with a 


Fer. y. 18. 


ter. And indeed, who ſees not that Philoſophy leads men ſo to 
do, as to pry into the Eſſence of God, his nature and manner Iohn 1.18 
of willing, knowing, acting, and yet no man hath ſeen him ace 30.3.4 
ay time, or climb up into Heaven to him by his Metaphyſical 
Scales to bring us down an _— diſcoyery of him; nay, ra- 

2 | ther 
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their wings, and in the iſſue bave had Icanus hi fortune, fallen 
into Ses of errours; as indeed moſt of the Hereticks of old, 
Moenander, Manes, Ebion, Cerinchus, Arius, (and who not) 
have been led into their errours by occaſion of their curioſity, 
and Philoſophical ſpeculations. They being good for nothing 
when unſoberly nſed to meaſure out God, and his truth by, 
but to corrupt mens minds from the ſimplicity of © hriſt, and 
from giving the obedience of faith to the Heavenly Doctrine, 
and fill the world with jangling diſputes, in Read of hearty, ſo- 
ber believigg. For what truth or certainty we have of them, £ 
but the cerrHoty of our purblind reaſon ; which is not able to 
give us good fatis'aRtion about the conſiſtency of their prin- 
ciples with themſclves; as that Deus off attiz purns ſimpli- 
ciſſimas : ind there is not alind & aliud, Diverlity in God, 
and yer that he erected bis will from, or in Eternity, as Maſter 
" Kendal! tells us, but his power not but in gimne, as if his power 
lay ſtill while his will acted it (elf, and yet wWower and will 
in him are himſelt, and fo but one thing. th his power 
«nd will are fimply one thing in himſclt, yer H erects his will 
bat once, ther: cxn be but one immanent act of God, but his We | 
power he may cre& very often; but if both be himſelf, why 
may he not erect one as often or ſeldom as the other? To ſay 
Chap-4. nothing, how evidently falſe it is, That the act or action is all 
Pag-154- one with the thing aRed, as Gods creating Heaven and Earth, 
t ſepe alibi. all one with the Heaven and Earth, and ſo as the Heavens and 
Earth are yet, fo God is ſtill creating them, and hath not cea- 
led, as his word tells us, from making them. Juſt as if I ſhould 
lay, my action of writing is all ons with thele lines and letters, 
and ſo long as theſe rema n my action of writing remains alſo, | 
tough evident it is that they remam long after I have done 2 
writing. Sure he that makes Philoſophy his foundation, as Ma- 
iter Kendal ſayes, (hall never ſtand ſure from erring and pe- | 
riſhing, (hall never believe or know Gods word aright, yea, 
mall incur Gods diſpleaſure againſt himſelfe for throwing by | 
: C: 7, zn, Gods foundation, (which is not Election, as be vainly inter- | 
ah tpnci, 2 prets, 2 Tim. 2 19. by a private interpretation that is not at- | 
8520. teſted by any other Scripture, but the Apoſtles Doctrine, and | 
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imſelf, xs laid therein) and or C 
only in the boſom of the Father knows, and bath revealed bim, 
but no man receives his teſtimony, but gives more heed by 
much to his vain res ſonings, and to Philoſophy the Deceits of 
man; And furei'y for this, viz, the throwing by the word 
of God, and ſubordinzting it ro Philoſophical Dictates, more 
then for any thinp, will the Wrath of God come upon the 
Uaiverſities, and Students therein, it they perſiſt in ſo do- 
ing. 
Migh T adviſe them, I would wiſh them to ſtudy the Word 
of God more, and learn to give the obedience of faith to it, 
and ſubject al their ſtudies and converſations th: reto, and cap- 
tivate all their Philoſophy and Metaphyſical Notions to the obe- 
dience thereof, and not meaſure and ſnip it by them, ſo (hall they 
find the ſufficiency of the Scriptures, and the bleffing of God, 
 andbring more ſays to Heaven then now they irt like to do; 
ves, ſuch as by hinder from entering by rejecting the 
word of the exilting their Philoſophical Actions above 
| mould they alſo avoid thoſe heavy judge- 
| 1 Aſai-r9 9,10,IT,12,1 3,14, fer.8.5,6,7,8,9, 
13. Cc. 1 Cor. 1. 18, 19.20. and 3. 17,19, 20. 
And were I 2 Secretis with Mafter Goodwin, I would de- 
fire him to let go his Metaphyſical weapons, and keep him clo- 
ſer to the ſmooth ſtones of the Brooks, the ſure teſtimonies of 
Gods word, fo would theſe Goliab's fall before him, and he 
ſhould have leſs trouble from them. They might happily do 
with him, as Maſter Owen with me, who (and Iam well plea- 
ſed with it) either like that great Goliah looks upon me, and my 
figall furniture, as (an Impar congreſſut) too little and deſpica- - 
ble for his greatneſs, or elſe hath got ſome ſtone in his forehead, 
ſome conviction from ſome of the Scripture Arguments and An- 
ſwers produced, and is willing to ſay nothing. But I have dons, 
deſiring pardon for this too long Digreſſion, I ſhall here put 2 
period to this Diſquiſition about Infants Biptiſm. And I hear» 
tily deſire that God will pleaſe to cauſe his truth in this point 
ro ſhine out more clearly to the difpeling af all miſts and clouds, 
that darken any of our underftandings there- about, and ſubdue 
our hearts to the through cleaving 3 And that ſuch pious 
| 3 and 
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and judicious Readers, 28 | 
would ſeriouſly weigh it: And if God have given more full 
ht, (as I queſtion not but he may) to any of them in theſe 
matters, I defire that they would neither put it under a Bed of 
ſloath, nor under a Buſhel, to ſcant its appearance to thoſe only 
ot their own Family, Society, or Congregation, but ſet it on a 
Candleftick, (whither it juftifie or reprove any thing there writ- 
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ten) that it may give light to all that come into the Houſe, even - 
to Gods whole Church, and Congregation. | © 


— ww 
6 er * 2 — —U—Päũpͤd —ĩ—ũ æ — —— a 


— 


Ten Arguments modeſtiy propounded, tending to prove, That 
the ſtudy of Philoſophy (thengh lamſul to be known, and in 
1 ſome points uſeful for, yet ) u not neceſſary to the Preachers 
. ana preaching of the Goſpel ; not the key of Knowleag, With- 
3 out which men cannot underſtand or prgfitably bold forth the 
Truths of Chriſt to others. F * | 


Arg. 1. IF Philoſophy, Phyſicks, MetaphF 
needful for furniſhing men to the G 
our Saviour, who came to teach us the mind of God, and to ſet 


on foot the preaching of the Goſpel, would have delivered thoſe 
Sciences to us, at leaſt a more perfect form of them then the Phi- | 
loſophers did or could: But he did not fo : As Mt Kendal ſays 
neither he nor his Apoſtles ever preacht us any Metaphyfical Lec- 

tures about the ſimplicity of God, &c. Ergo. | 


Arg.2. If they had been neceſſary as above, then would Chrift | 
© have choſen the wiſe and prudent, Scribes and Phariſees, Philoſo- 
2 phers and Princes of the world for knowledg in ſuch Sciences-to 
=. have been the Goſpel- Preachers, or elſe have furniſhed thoſe he 5 
A | did chuſe with ſuch knowledge in them; but he did neither: Not 
the firft, Aat. 1 1. 25,26. 1C0r.1.26. Nor the ſecond, for he only 
gave them his Spirit to open to them the myſteries of Salvation 
contained in the Scriptures. Ergo. 
Arg. 3. They are of diverſe nature from the Goſpel ; that be- 
ing a Revelation of a Redemption, and way to Salvation for fallen | 
man, Philoſophy but a putblind ſpeculation about the nature of 
creatures, their qualities and conditions as creatures, and of God 
| 


— 


2 as he ſtands in relation of a Geeator or Governor to them: 
' therefore em be no more neceflary to the underſtanding or 
preaching of the Goſpef in its ſimplicity, then a candle-light to 
ſhew the Sun, 

Arg.4. The Law or Doctrine of the Lord is perfect both for 
converting Souls to God, and building up the converted to the a 
inheritance, P/al 19 7. As 29.32. which is the whole buſineſs 
of the Goſpel Mi uſtiy: Therefore there is not need of Philoſo- 
phical Sciences, which are hut the Obſervations of a putblind 

5 mind, and the Iiferenc-s and Deductions of a corrupted pervert- 
| ed do 

Arg. 5A the ſaid Heatheniſh or Humane Sciences be ne ceſ- 
| ſary as befor, then are we not compleat in Cht iſt, nor are all the 
tres ſures of wiſdom and knowledg, neceffary for our Salvation, 
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| and the carrying ogg bis Work, hid or couched in him and hi- 
| myſtery: but is affirmed, Col. 2, 2,3, 10, Chriſt mult 
| be beholde aioſophy to compleat him, and the my- 
| ſtery of hi beceflary ; but that's falſe, and derogato- 
| ry to the gl it, the one thing needtul, and leads to di- 


Arg. 6 It we are to beware of Philoſophy, leſt we be ſpoyled 
by ir, then is it not neceſſary to teach and preſerve us : But the 

| former is true, for the Apoſtle bids us beware leſt any ſpoyl us 
| with Philoſophy, calling it the vain deceit of man, though man 


| ! ſtraction about things. 


uſually counts and calls it wiſdom, (ul. 2. 8. Nor may we think £4 
that the Apoſtle calls ſuch Sophiftry only by that name 3s tie 1 
ö wiſelt Philoſophers called Sophiſtry and not Philoſophy, but that = 

j which thoſe wiſeſt Philoſophers called and accounted Philoſophy; 
| l it being the Apoſtles dritt ro aſſert the fulneſs of Chriſt and the 
myſtery of the Goſpel, and to dehaſe all other things that wete of 

| higheft eſteem with men. 

| Arg.7. The Apoſtle implies that the ſetting up ſuch wiſdom * 
| in the Church of God, is to defile the Temple of God, 1 Cor.3. 16, "= 
| 17,18. diligently compared, which is all one as to ſay, To exalc 2 
| tit as heedful and neceffaty to the work of Chriſt, is to make ic an 
| Idol, it being but part of the name of a man, which is upon the 
Beaſt, Ergo. = 
Arg 8. If the coming with the Goſpel in ſuch a Philoſophical i 
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$of the world, e your N to obſchre the power . the 
Prot ho which i is the main thing of e and to 
make mens faith of the Goſpel bus to ſtand on a humane. bottom, 
ther is ĩt not neceſſaty to be furmiſht chere wiłh for preschiag the 
Goſpel: but the premiſes are held to th by Paul, 1 Por. 1. 19. 
2.4 F. and therefore Chtiſt gave him no commit jon, but 4 
pcohibition rather of ſo coming to preach th: Truth, and he for- 
bore both excellency of ſpeech, ſuch as that that L aftantins calls 
Rational or wordy Philoſophy, that part that conſſhin teaching 
oy to ſpeak ele quently, and excellency of wiſdom, Aach as the 
h gher kinds of Philo ſophy, as their M:taphyſics texchew} Cor. 2.1. 
_, Arg.9. Paul writing two Epililes to Timothy and one to T5 
dour their profitable carriage in the Chinchaat Gove ivt 
Iaſtructions about the choyce and qualitiy P 
tions that for one, that they ſhould be w wg. Philoſophi- 
cal Sciences,but rather warnt them of cher fary, and too 
ofien, as they ate apt to be, uſed dangerous N 
Arg. 10. Nay the ſame Apoltle in thoſe Ego 
ſuficiercy ot the der ptures, being iudycd, beleeved and minded, 
not oy to Salvation, bur to all the works of a M niſter or man 
of God in his Miniſtry, 2 Tim. 3. 14,15, 16, 17. not intimates he 
that other Sciences were needful to give them underftanding i into 
them, but if they be ſufflcient to perfect à man gf Gad, then 
other writings not neceflary ; the beſt way to underſtand the 
Scripture is by the Scripture. 
Some lefler uſefulneſs and curioſities ſome Sciences may afford, 
x5 the Math. maticks to find out the bigneſs of the Ark, the mes- 
ſures of the Temple, &c. Aſtronomy to tell us what Arcturus, 
and Orion, and Pleiades are; Hiſtory and Chronology may ſeem to 
help to underſtand the paſſages of the Monarchies and Viſions of 
Daniel,&c: and yet there is ſo great incertainty in them too as 
to what 1 is Heathen, that they rather trouble then help; therefore 
Mr Cuſpion was fain to throw thoſe Calculations by in his late 
( lavi Rediviva. The Tongues have their more uſefulueſs, be- 
cauſe the Scripture was writ in other Languages, but hey 11. 
diltinct things from Philoſophy. 
+I N I 8. 


